2014 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE
REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

“A transformed West Virginia Public
Broadcasting stepped up Jan. 9 with
extensive multiplatform coverage of the
toxic waste spill…”
- Current Magazine

West Virginia Public Broadcasting educates, informs and
inspires our people by telling West Virginia’s story.

LOCAL
VALUE

2014 KEY
SERVICES

West Virginia Public
Broadcasting educates our
people, protects them in
emergencies, informs
them about state
government, and
promotes our image and
economy.

West Virginia
LearningMedia, a free
website of educational videos

West Virginia Public
Broadcasting reached
more than 1 million
people in 2014 through its
website, radio and TV
stations.

Ready to Learn, helping
parents and educators use
PBS Kids materials

For every $1 of state
investment, WVPB
matches it with $1 from
donations and grants.

In-depth state government
reporting through “The
Legislature Today”

WV STEAM, a video series to
inspire students to consider
careers in science, technology,
engineering, arts and math

Emergency live broadcasts
during the 2014 Water Crisis

Live events such as
“Mountain Stage”

LOCAL
IMPACT

More than 3,500
educators registered for
West Virginia
LearningMedia.
More than 680 caregivers
trained in early childhood
development through
Ready to Learn.
For the first time, the West
Virginia Capitol Complex
has a 24-hour fiber and
satellite link through
WVPB.
More than 15,000 visitors
attended Mountain Stage
and other WVPB events,
generating $2.5 million in
direct spending.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

West Virginia Public Broadcasting expanded its impact in education, news and public safety, and
economic development in 2014 in several ways:
1. Provided educational videos and curricula through our free website, West Virginia
LearningMedia, that teach children about West Virginia history and inspire them to consider new
careers, especially in STEAM (science, technology, engineering, the arts, and math.)
In 2014, we produced West Virginia STEAM: five online interactive videos featuring a pipefitter,
nurse-researcher, nanoengineer, iron sculptor, and forensic scientists. All are young West Virginians
who talk about what it takes to succeed in their field.
WVPB also produced five lessons and four educational videos from our documentary, “Three Rivers:
The Gauley, Bluestone, and New” in English, social studies, music, visual arts, and math.
2. Produced educational programs for T.V., radio and online that improve children’s health, inform
citizens about their state government, and educate West Virginians of all ages about our rich history
and culture. For example, we produced 10 short videos called “The Road to Statehood”
documenting West Virginia’s struggle for statehood, with 10 lessons for 8th grade West Virginia
Studies classes.
We also produced 13 original half-hour children’s programs called “Abracadabra” with the West
Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine to encourage healthy lifestyles and proper nutrition.
3. Instructed teachers, parents, and other
caregivers how to use educational
programming through the Ready to Learn
service and West Virginia LearningMedia.
More than 3,500 teachers, educators and
parents registered for our free website, West
Virginia LearningMedia. They rated us 8 out
of 10 in customer satisfaction.
Also, more than 34,800 students participated
in a Ready to Learn event, the majority living
in low-income and underserved areas.
Also, more than 680 caregivers received
training on early childhood development
provided by WVPB’s Ready to Learn service,
and almost all these caregivers worked with
low-income children, and many in rural and
underserved communities.
Right: Children in rural Bradshaw, W.Va.
greet a character from Dinosaur Train.
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West Virginia Public Broadcasting in 2014 (continued)
4. Provided media programs and services to the W.Va. Department of Education and others to
promote our shared educational mission. We provided video livestreaming services to educational
events, including the state Education Summit, Arts Alive, and the West Virginia Quiz Bowl.
We also initiated a paid, public media internship program with West Virginia State University to
train two minority students per year in journalism, scheduled to start in the summer of 2015.
5. Operated a network of 16 radio and 11 television towers and our website, wvpublic.org,
reaching all corners of West Virginia to provide free educational programming.
We served more than 350,000 viewers in the February Nielsen rating period and 105,000
listeners in the fall Arbitron period. A record 562,000 unique visitors used wvpublic.org in
2014 – double the year before.
6. Provided emergency live
broadcasts during state
emergencies and established a
broadcast link to the state
Capitol complex from our
headquarters for the first time.
WVPB provided live broadcasts
during the January 2014 water
crisis, which contaminated drinking
water for 300,000 West Virginians.
These broadcasts were available to
all commercial and non-commercial
media outlets to use free of charge.
For the first time, WVPB helped
install a fiber connection that will
allow video from the state Capitol
complex to come to our
headquarters more than a mile
away, and then via satellite to
anyone with a receiver.
Above: Chief Engineer Dave McClanahan installs our
new microwave transmitter at the state Capitol.

This will allow easier video access
to the state Legislature, Governor’s
press conferences, and emergency
facilities inside the Capitol complex.
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STORIES OF IMPACT

West Virginia LearningMedia:
A Vital Resource for Educators
•

More than 3,500 West Virginia educators signed up
for West Virginia LearningMedia in 2014 (there are
12,000 K-12 teachers statewide.)

•

Users rated its usefulness 8 on a 10-point scale

•

Biggest request: More content in my teaching area

Mountain Stage: Promoting Economic
Development and Tourism
•

Last year, more than 10,000 people attended a
Mountain Stage concert in West Virginia

•

More than 25 percent came from out-of-state

•

If each Mountain Stage attendee spends $100 per
event, that’s more than $1 million in direct
spending at local businesses last year.

This Week in West Virginia History:
Teaching All Ages about our Past
•

The West Virginia Humanities Council and
WVPB created daily two-minute audio
segments: "This Week in West Virginia History"

•

Segments featured important people in our
history, with special emphasis on West
Virginia’s minority communities.

•

Audio, photos, text and video resources are
available to W.Va. history teachers online
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West Virginia STEAM
(Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts, and
Mathematics)
West Virginia STEAM features young West Virginians
who are leaders in their fields.

Pipefitter apprentice
Matthew McGuiness
explains how he uses the
Pythagorean Theorem in
West Virginia STEAM.

These five interactive videos are designed to inspire
young people, especially in low-income, underserved
communities, to consider careers in STEAM, and what
it takes for them to get ready for them.
They feature a nanotechnology researcher, a crime lab
technician, a pipefitter, an artist who works with metal,
and a nurse.
The videos are accompanied by curriculum written by
and for teachers. It is especially targeted to middle
school teachers who are required to instruct students in
career development.

Reach in the Community:
These STEAM videos were tested with two groups of
middle school children before final production. They
suggested we add information such as what they wear
to work, and how much education each job requires.

“Iron
Alchemist”
and artist
Dylan Collins

After seeing the pipefitter video, one young student
raised his hand urgently. “I want to be a pipefitter!” he
blurted out.
These videos have been seen by the state Board of
Education and leaders attending the West Virginia
Education Alliance Summit. They are also available on
Governor Early Ray Tomblin’s STEM education
website.

Partnerships:
West Virginia Department of Education provided
technical assistance and expertise. Funding was
provided by West Virginia University, the Beckley Area
Foundation, the ECA Foundation, the Affiliated
Construction Trades Foundation, Verizon, and West
Virginia Science and Research.

Nurse
Researcher
Tara Barr
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SUMMARY

“I know my students and they are digital beings,
so I meet them in the digital landscape. We use
WVPB to access information about the world
around us.” – Erika Klose, Winfield Middle
Science Teacher and PBS Digital Innovator

Doctors told retired coal miner
Robert Bailey he needed a lung
transplant within months or he
would die.
But he had been fighting his
former coal company employer
for years for health care, with no
results.
WVPB reporter Jessica Lilly
featured Bailey in a story about
black lung. The story went viral
on social media.
Within weeks, Bailey’s former
employer approved his lifesaving transplant.

“West Virginia Public Broadcasting relies upon our community supporters, the
state of West Virginia, and Corporation for Public Broadcasting for funding. We use
CPB funding to support our daily network operations. Without it, we couldn’t use
community support for our original education programming, public safety, and
other ways to tell West Virginia’s story.”
- Scott Finn, West Virginia Public Broadcasting CEO

