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I have made a public records request and have received some interesting figures. I wanted to 
find out how much money has been spent since May 2, 2004 to hire contract lawyers and firms 
to handle or help the City in legal actions, reviews, feasibility studies and anything pertaining to 
law other than what our City Attorney has been paid? As well how much has our City Attorney 
Ms Keifer been paid since May 2, 2004? 
 
For the first two years 2004 and 2005 these records were only in paper form and were already 

destroyed according to City staff.  

So crunching 9 of the 11 years of records I have the following figures to share with the 

commissioners  and tax-paying residents of Treasure Island. 

Starting with October 2006 and ending August 10, 2015 the City of Treasure Island has spent for 

outsourcing contracted attorney's and firms  $ 673,069.79.  

The City of Treasure Island has paid vendor #30033, our City Attorney Ms. Maura Keifer 

$779,126.99. 

That total, ladies and gentleman for 9 years is $1,452,196.78. 

The  Performance Evaluation and Professional Qualities evaluation are outdated and they need 

to be updated for 2015 as the City needs to adopt a City Attorney Performance Appraisal. Many 

of these forms can be found online and be tailored to our City's needs and expectations.  Most 

importantly adding that contracted firms are included in the City Attorney's legal defeats as 

they were his or her recommendations for outside counsel in which the city, residents and 

visitors suffer from poor legal advice.    (WHOA that wasn't directed at you specifically as I said 

his or her)  

This addresses my concern for the need for a RFP for the position of the City Attorney. Eleven 

years ago the City formally parted ways with Jim Denhardt who served  17 years with the city. 

According to a May 2, 2004 St. Petersburg Times article titled, "Treasure Island switches to new 

attorney," Mr. Denhardt submitted a bid to retain his job and continue to serve as the City 

Attorney if chosen. Whether Ms. Keifer submits a bid or not shouldn't deter the Commission to 

ensure that the selection process is competitive. 

There will always be lawsuits, arguments and threats for legal action.  We all are aware of the 

ongoing ligations such as the Beach Trail and the Beach Driving & Parking Lawsuit however 

there is a third ongoing lawsuit Thomas Rask v. City of Treasure Island. Completely avoidable. 



I have also spoken to Mr. Rask, who sued the City of Treasure Island in April and whose case is 

pending. Mr. Rask´s lawsuit involves Sunshine Law violations and the failure to meet a statutory 

requirement to promptly record meeting minutes.  
 

As soon as he filed the lawsuit, Mr. Rask offered to settle for his direct costs of $480 and an 

agreement by the city to address his concerns. Mr. Rask´s concerns are really common sense 

things, like stating the location of your commission meetings. Your notices do not state the 

location of your meetings, either posted outside on the notice board or online. 

 

What followed after Mr. Rask filed his lawsuit is that Mr. Salzman was hired to defend the 

lawsuit, a decision which has cost the city $3,277.50  to date. Ms. Kiefer then filed a "notice of 

appearance" with the court, appearing as co-counsel in this case. Ms. Kiefer then proceeded to 

bill the city money for being co-counsel in this case, a case which she had just handed over the 

outside counsel anyway.  
 

So we see the same actions again and again, actions which allow Ms. Kiefer to blame outside 

counsel for any legal defeats while making money on those very same defeats. The central fact 

here is that it is Ms. Kiefer´s own poor legal advice that is the root cause of the legal defeats 

that the city suffers.  
 

By the way, Mr. Rask is no longer willing to settle his lawsuit. He earnestly believes that this city 

commission will only learn through court rulings, and repeated court rulings if necessary.   

 

The results do not fit the cost. If the Commission still believes that going out for RFP isn't in the 

best interest of the City and its residents as we voice our opinion then your personal agendas 

have in fact distorted your decision making.  


