


was restored soon thereafter, and the
restoration of Miller Hall in 1993,
both at a cost likely greater than bull-
dozing them and starting anew.
Maxwell Place, the UK President’s
home, is a pristinely preserved 1871
Italianate villa located off of Rose
Street; the house was purchased and
renovated by the University in 1917,
and in June 2011 was the first (of two)
featured sites the BGT’s award-winning
deTours has held on UK’s campus – the
other being the Davis Marksbury
Building, UK’s first LEED certified
building (Gold), at Rose and
Maxwell, in October 2013. Another
fine preservation project was the
Gaines Center for the Humanities,
which is located in three historic
houses. Using renovated spaces in the
Betts House, the Bingham-Davis
House and the Commonwealth
House on Maxwell Street, the
Gaines Center was created in 1984
with a gift from John and Joan
Gaines and, according to the Cen-
ter’s website, “functions as a labora-
tory for imaginative and innovative
education on the University of Ken-
tucky's campus.”

By restoring and adaptively using
these structures, UK is preserving
parts of its built heritage that con-
tribute to the beauty of its campus and
to the fabric of Lexington. At the heart
of the BGT’s 2014 “Eleven in eir
Eleventh Hour,” however, is concern
with the University’s lack of clarity
when it comes to preservation, particu-
larly after the unveiling of their most re-
cent Master Plan.

This year’s endangered list is an at-
tempt to shed light on additional his-
toric resources the University should
strongly consider incorporating into its
future campus plans. Structures listed
are endangered to varying degrees:
some are slated to be demolished (as
with the Wenner-Gren Aeronautical
Research Laboratory, scheduled to
come down later this year), while oth-
ers (e Quadrangle, for example) are
not directly in the bulldozer’s path, but
have no use per the Master Plan, calling
into question the future of these struc-
tures and their presence on campus.
Lastly, one building, the Carnahan
House, is not located on UK’s primary
campus, yet stands on UK’s rapidly
growing Coldstream Campus.

UK’s rich and emblematic legacy are
the focus of the BGT’s 2014 “Eleven
in Their Eleventh Hour.” They are
also a vital part of the city and state’s
historic fabric, sites that contribute
to the visual aesthetic of Lexington
and Kentucky.    

1. Ligon House (658 South Limestone) 
and 2. Mathews House and Garden
(660 South Limestone)
Carried over from the BGT’s 2013 Endan-
gered List, the Ligon House and Mathews
House and Garden were threatened by expan-
sion of the College of Law and were catalysts
for the creation of the 2014 Endangered List.
While plans for the Law School’s expansion
have stalled, the University has not clarified
plans for either house. e Ligon House was
built in 1920 for Moses Ligon, professor emer-
itus of the College of Education. The ca
1900 Mathews House was built by the
school’s first dean of agriculture, Clarence
Wentworth Mathews; the garden was created
by Dean Mathews, continued by his daughter,
Ruth Mathews, and, until recently, used as a
learning space for the Biology Department.
Due to lack of maintenance and visible deterio-
ration, both structures are under the additional
threat of demolition by neglect.

3. Kirwan-Blanding Towers (University
Drive/Complex Drive, south campus)
Designed by architect Edward Durell Stone,
the Kirwan-Blanding Towers were considered
threatened early in the Master Plan process and
UK has still not confirmed the buildings will be
saved. Stone was a preeminent American archi-
tect, important to the early stages of the Mod-
ernist movement. e 1967 Kirwan-Blanding
Residence Hall Complex includes two 23-
story towers and surrounds, as described by
Lexington-Herald Leader columnist Tom
Eblen, “lower buildings in a park- like setting
connected by tall canopies” (“Architecture of
UK's modernist buildings not for everyone —
but they're worth saving anyway”, Lexing-
ton-Herald Leader, 27 April 2013).

4. Carnahan House 
(1550 Aristides Boulevard, 
visible from Newtown Pike) at 
UK’s Coldstream Campus
ough the circa 1920s Carnahan House is not
located on the University’s main campus, the
house does rest on UK’s Coldstream Cam-
pus – land being rapidly developed by the Uni-
versity. e beautiful house is clearly visible
from Newtown Pike, one of the main entrances
to Lexington. Originally a horse farm resi-
dence, the property has been used by UK as an
alumni clubhouse and conference center. To
date, no clear use has been articulated for the
property.

5. Patterson Hall (120 Campus Drive)
Patterson Hall (not to be confused with the
Patterson Office Tower) is the oldest residence
hall on campus and is an important emblem of
the evolution of women’s rights at UK. Ken-
tucky Historical Marker #2106, dedicated by
the class of 2003, reads: “Women first enrolled
at UK in 1880. In 1888, Belle Clement Gunn
became the first woman awarded a degree.
Women students finally obtained campus
housing in 1904, when this hall opened. Built
specifically as a women's dormitory, it became
the first building constructed off the main cam-
pus.” e Marker also notes that the residence
hall is named for UK’s first president, James K.
Patterson, and that the university’s second pres-
ident, Henry Stites, lived there during his presi-
dency.

6. Hamilton House 
(342 South Limestone Street)
Located across from the McDonald’s
Restaurant on South Limestone, the former
home of the nonprofit Hospitality House, the
historic Hamilton House might best be
known as the former site of the Ronald Mc-
Donald House. Currently, the building sits
empty with no clear use per the campus Mas-
ter Plan. It is bounded by South Limestone, a
parking garage, Keeneland Drive and the
Samaritan Chiller Building – a prime loca-
tion for development.

7. e Quadrangle (Bowman Hall, 
Breckenridge Hall, Bradley Hall, and
Kinkead Hall)
Four historic buildings constructed as dormito-
ries form The Quadrangle: Bowman Hall 
(1949), Breckenridge Hall (1930), Bradley 
Hall (1921) and Kinkead Hall (1930). They 
are located within the boundary formed by
Washington Avenue, Rose Street and
Funkhouser Drive. Although Bob Wiseman,
Vice President for Facilities Management and
Chief Facilities Officer, has stated that The
Quadrangle is not under threat of demoli-
tion, no clear use has been articulated for
this important site that forms one of the
most unique spaces on campus. As the space
relies on all four structures, the loss of any
one of these buildings would compromise
The Quadrangle’s historic integrity.
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8 – 11: Ernst Johnson Buildings 
(Wenner-Gren Laboratory, Holmes Hall,
Jewell Hall and Donovan Hall)
From 1938 through 1950, Ernst Johnson, a
noted Lexington architect, designed thirteen
buildings for the University. Johnson was a
well-known Modernist architect with direct
ties to Eero Saarinen, one of the most impor-
tant American architects of the 20th Century.
While some of Johnson’s buildings, such as
Memorial Coliseum, the Student Center and
Funkhouser (the original, Ernst Johnson sec-
tion dating to the 1930s), look to be incorpo-
rated according to the Master Plan, several
either lack a clear use or have already been
slated for demolition.

e Trust has selected four of Johnson’s 
exemplary works:

8. Wenner-Gren Laboratory 
(600 Rose Street)
Originally built in 1941 to house Wenner-
Gren Aeronautical Research Laboratory, the

Wenner-Grenn Laboratory now houses the
Center for Biomedical Engineering. The
building is scheduled for demolition at the end
of the 2013-2014 school year.

9. Holmes Hall (101 Avenue of Champions)
Named for Sarah B. Holmes, former Dean of
Women, Holmes Hall was dedicated in 1958
and has no clear use per UK’s Master Plan.
With the University of Kentucky’s contract
with Education Realty Trust (EdR) of Mem-
phis, TN to privatize student residences on

campus (and the oft-stated fact that the average
age of UK’s dorms is 46 years, nearing the 50-
year mark used by preservationists to denote a
building as “historic”), many of their historic
dormitories can be considered under the threat
of demolition.

10. Jewell Hall (103 Avenue of Champions)
Built in 1939, Jewell Hall is one of the oldest
residence halls on campus. e dormitory was
named for a former Dean of Women, Mary
Frances Jewell. It is scheduled to be demolished
this year.

11. Donovan Hall (680 Rose Street)
University President Herman Donovan was
honored with the naming of Donovan Hall in
1955. Located on the corner of Rose Street
and Huguelet Avenue, the building will soon
be replaced by a new $100 million science
building.
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There are many historic preservation resources available to the University, local and statewide. e University has, at times, made
use of these resources, most recently with the decision to list Spindletop Hall on the National Register of Historic Places in May
2012. Professors and students from the College of Design’s Historic Preservation Graduate Program at UK did much of the work
for listing Spindletop Hall on the National Register; during the work, the professors and students regularly consulted with
the Kentucky Heritage Council (also known as the State Historic Preservation Office) as well as the staff of Spindletop in
order to create a nomination that best reflects the history of the farm.

e University has also shown the ability to get preservation professionals from across the Commonwealth into one room. On Oc-
tober 22, 2013, the Blue Grass Trust attended a ceremony at Spindletop Hall as UK celebrated this momentous occasion with
preservationists from around Kentucky. Lexington Mayor Jim Gray and representatives from the Kentucky Heritage Council/State
Historic Preservation Office, Preservation Kentucky, the Blue Grass Trust, the University’s own Historic Preservation Program, and
staff and family members of the original owner of Spindletop Hall spoke to the importance and foresight of listing the property on
the National Register, the nation’s list of places deemed worthy of preserving. 

As citizens and preservationists, alumni and neighbors, we care about the history and future of UK’s campus, its affect
across the state, as well as its reflection on Lexington, a great American city. As a step in the right direction in its steward-
ship, the BGT applauds the University of Kentucky’s confidence in and recognition of these experts in listing Spindletop
Hall on the National Register of Historic Places. The Blue Grass Trust encourages the University to increase its utilization of
preservation resources and professionals, from those that teach historic preservation on campus to state-level experts that
recognize the uniqueness of UK, in order to designate on its Master Plan sections of its campus worthy of preservation. B
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