
Speaking politely may be a lost art!  Our nation is increasingly divided, a situation lamented by many 

Americans.  September brings an exciting event to UW focusing on Civil Discourse.  Alexander Heffner, host 

of PBS’ The Open Mind, will be a keynote speaker for a program on civil discourse on September 11 at 5:30 in 

the Arts & Sciences auditorium of the UW campus. This will be a public discussion titled “Civil Discourse in an 

Uncivil Age: The Quest for a Post-Partisan Citizenship.”  The discussion panel will include Marilyn Kite, 

former justice of the Wyoming Supreme Court, Tim Stubson, former member of the Wyoming House of 

Representatives, and Affie Ellis, a member of the Wyoming Senate and former Assistant Attorney General of 

Wyoming.  If you can’t attend, you can listen to a live audio stream on wyomingpublicmedia.org or watch a 

livestream on wyomingpbs.org/civiclife.  More information about this event is available at the University of 

Wyoming news release site. This event emphasizes an increased focus on civility in our public life by UW, 

WPM, and NPR, which has aired a number of stories on civility. You can sample some of WPM reports on the 

“I Respectfully Disagree” site.    This is an issue we hope to cover more in Wyoming, and to share our stories 

with national audiences. 

 

Students are back.  At WPM this means a new flock of UW Interns eager to learn about broadcasting.  Students 

apply for these spots, and work alongside our professional staff. They experience public media from the inside 

and learn skills that are transferable to a variety of career paths. This fall’s crop consists of several interns from 

diverse UW areas   Check out our website at http://www.wyomingpublicmedia.org/wyoming-public-radio-

internships to read about  experiences of past Interns and the variety of activities they engaged in.   

While you’re on our website, take a look at TheModernwest.org.  This is a rich collection of news and cultural 

stories from the Mountain West and a learning experience for Wyomingites and for aspiring tourists to 

Wyoming.  The “Explore Wyoming” link at the bottom of the page is particularly interesting – it’s a tour 

through Wyoming with some off-the-beaten track attractions.   

 

Both state and national elections are underway.  NPR covers national elections, while WPM will concentrate on 

Wyoming races. Debate schedules are still pending. 

 

Sadly, we mourned the passing of Senator John McCain.  He was a leader in championing public broadcasting 

in the Senate and a true believer in the concept of free press.  He will be greatly missed.  

 

It’s fall, and a fund drive is in the air.  The live on-air portion runs from October 6 through 19, but we are open 

for early pledging anytime.  Just go to wyomingpublicmedia.org and make your pledge.  WPM is strong 

because of donors like you! 

 

All best— 

Christina Kuzmych 

GM, Wyoming Public Media 
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