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Pelto To Run For Governor 

Will Covert from Exploratory Committee to Candidate Committee for Governor 
 

Former state legislator Jonathan Pelto is announcing that he will be a candidate for Governor this year 

and that he and his Lt. Governor candidate, Ebony Murphy, will be converting their exploratory 

committee into a candidate committee for the office of Governor and Lt. Governor of the State of 

Connecticut. 

 

“Since creating an exploratory committee for Governor a few weeks ago, I have been overwhelmed and 

incredibly humbled by the positive response I have received,” said Pelto, who represented the Town of 

Mansfield in the Connecticut General Assembly for five terms from 1984 to 1993.   

 

 “With the help of volunteers across Connecticut, we are creating a grassroots campaign that can have a 

profound impact on the 2014 election.” Pelto added 

 

Pelto says his campaign has over 100 volunteers out collecting petition signatures and that they have 

already signed collected approximately 2,200 signatures in the past few days.  Pelto projected that the 

number of people collecting signatures will reach nearly 200 people by the end of the week and he is 

confident that the campaign will reach the 7,500 signatures needed to get on the ballot. 

 

“I said I would only run for governor if I could be a credible candidate,” Pelto said. “Having spent the 

last several weeks talking with voters across the political spectrum and with people willing to volunteer 

to help with our campaign, I am confident that we can utilize this opportunity to focus the electorate’s 

attention on a number of important issues such as a fair and equitable state tax system, adequate funding 

and support for our teachers, students, parents and public schools, and an economic development 

strategy that is focused on supporting small businesses and creating real jobs rather than on giving out 

millions of dollars in Corporate welfare.” 

 

Pelto added, “As a third-party candidate for Governor, I recognize that the campaign system is rigged to 

make it being elected as difficult as possible, but I see a clear path forward and I am indeed running to 

win.” 

 

Some key issues the Pelto campaign plans to highlight include: 

 

 Middle Income Tax Reform: Connecticut’s middle class are already overburdened with taxes 

and in order to close the projected $1.3 billion budget deficit and maintain vital services, the 

income tax must be made more progressive by increasing the income tax rate on those making 

more than $1 million. 

 

 Ending Corporate Welfare:  Connecticut must close corporate tax loopholes and end Governor 

Malloy’s “First Five” corporate welfare program that has given hundreds of millions of public 

funds to successful companies, essentially picking winners and losers in the private, free 

enterprise system. 



 

 Supporting Connecticut’s Public Schools: Gov. Malloy’s 2012 education reform legislation 

proposed eliminating teacher tenure and unilaterally repealing collective bargaining for teachers 

in “turnaround” schools.  Malloy’s decision to hand Connecticut’s public education system over 

to Charter School advocate, now Commissioner of Education Stefan Pryor, has ushered in an 

unprecedented attack on teachers, local school districts and the professionalism of the State 

Department of Education.   

  

 Rather than attacking them, it is time that the state provides Connecticut’s public school 

 students, families, teachers and administrators with the resources and training support they 

 need to ensure that all our children have an opportunity to receive a high quality education. 

 This effort would include reaching a settlement on the CCEFJ V. Rell School funding lawsuit 

 rather than try to get it dismissed as the Malloy administration has done as this provides the 

 best vehicle for adopting a fair school funding formula that provides public schools with the 

 resources they need while reducing the burden on the local property tax. 

 

 Rejection of Common Core and Common Core standardized testing scheme: Rather than 

placing further burdens on school systems, teachers and students brought on by the significant 

financial and time demands created by the implementation of the Common Core Standards and 

its Common Core standardized testing scheme, it is a time to devote greater time and energy to 

actual school work and instruction rather than teaching to the test.  

 

 Restoring Support for Connecticut’s Public Colleges and Universities: Despite claims to the 

contrary, the Malloy Administration has pushed through the deepest budget cuts in state history 

at Connecticut’s public colleges and universities. At UConn, for example, prior to Malloy taking 

office, the Connecticut state budget accounted for 33% of the total cost required to operate the 

University of Connecticut.  Three years into his term and after his record budget cuts at UConn, 

Connecticut State University and at the State’s Community Colleges, the state now only provides 

27.9% of the amount necessary to keep UConn operating. As a direct result of Malloy’s budget 

cuts, the burden on students and their families have INCREASED by 17.3%. It is time for the 

state to restore its commitment to Connecticut students and families by supporting our public 

colleges and universities to make a high quality college education more affordable and accessible 

for everyone. 

 

 Renewed Emphasis on Government Transparency: State government under the Malloy 

Administration has become increasingly secretive resulting in the loss of public accountability 

and an increase in the use no-bid contracts.  It is time to return Connecticut’ oversight 

commissions including the State Ethics Commission, the State Freedom of Information 

Commission and the State Elections Enforcement Commission to their independent status and 

provide them with the resources they need. 
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