Congress of the nited States
Waghington, BE 20515

President Barack Obama
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500
July 14,2016

Dear President Obama:

As Members of Congress who represent the Northeastern United States, we write in support of
the Administration’s efforts to advance the ocean planning process, including the release of a draft
Northeast Ocean Plan. Since 2012, the Northeast Regional Planning Body has worked with our states,
engaging our constituents on their needs for effective ocean management to support a sustainable and
vibrant Northeast environment and economy. The recently released draft Northeast Ocean Plan is the
nation’s first ocean plan for federal waters, and we are proud of the historic and continued leadership role
our states and region have played in its development.

The plan has many elements that will benefit states, federal agencies, tribes, and other ocean users
in the Northeast. Elements of the Northeast Ocean Plan we find particularly important include:

1) New information developed in partnership with numerous ocean industries. This data identifies
regional ocean uses, commercial needs, and future industry trends for the region.

2) Collaboration among states, tribes, and federal agencies that will streamline permitting and decision-
making by facilitating early identification of potential conflicts.

3) Access to marine life and habitat data that provide transparent, management-driven information for
decision-makers, enhancing our ability to conserve sensitive ocean resources.

In Congress, we have fully supported our states and constituents as they took the initiative and
engaged in the regional ocean planning process. Further, both public and private stakeholders entered
into this planning process based on the assurance of full and ongoing support from federal agencies. We
respectfully request that the Administration continue its engagement as the public provides additional
input during the draft comment period. We urge the Administration to ensure the regional planning board
continues its public outreach and incorporates that public input into the final plan. Through refining and
perfecting the plan and its data portal, federal agencies, states and local stakeholders can better capitalize

on the Atlantic as an economic driver and work to protect its environmental treasures for generations to
come.

The Atlantic Ocean is an inextricable part of our region’s economy and way of life. We are proud
of the accomplishments of our region and of the continued engagement of our constituents throughout this
process. The consortium of stakeholders has given us a blueprint for action that reflects the dynamic
ocean ecosystem and various maritime uses inherent to the Northeast. As we celebrate this milestone, we
look forward to working with you throughout the comment period to perfect and finalize the plan.
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