
Competitiveness: Creating a Healthier Workforce 
 

A healthy workforce is crucial to attracting quality jobs.  That’s why Governor Beshear has 
made improving Kentucky’s health status one of his top priorities. His proposals include:  

 
Continued Funding for Colon Cancer Screening.  Building on his plan in the 2012-14 budget, 
Gov. Beshear will again provide funding for the Kentucky Colon Cancer Screening Program.  
According to data from the Kentucky Cancer Registry at the University of Kentucky, about 
2,600 new cases of colon cancer will be diagnosed in Kentucky each year and nearly 900 people 
will die.  The screening program is intended for low income, uninsured Kentuckians between the 
ages of 50 and 64.  To date, over 900 Kentuckians have participated in the program.  Gov. 
Beshear recommends $1 million for the program, which will be a matched by $1 million from 
the Kentucky Cancer Foundation.   
 
Provide Funds to Increase Screening for Women for Breast and Cervical Cancer.  Gov. 
Beshear proposes $1 million to expand screenings through the Kentucky Women’s Cancer 
Screening Program to increase breast and cervical cancer screening among Kentucky women.  
The funding will also develop systems to help women navigate the health care system.  
 
Expand Oral Health Programs.  Gov. Beshear’s budget proposal would provide $3.3 million to 
expand preventive oral health programs in the Department of Public Health, and add ten 
additional dental hygiene sites over the biennium in local health departments.   
 
Increase Slots for the Acquired Brain Injury Program.  Gov. Beshear’s budget proposal 
would add 303 new slots over the biennium in the Acquired Brain Injury Waiver, which provides 
intensive services and supports to adults with acquired brain injuries working to re-enter 
community life.  
 
Expand Programs to Help Disabled Individuals Stay in Their Homes and Communities.  
Gov. Beshear’s budget proposal would add 400 new slots over the biennium in the Supports for 
Community Living Program, which is a home- and community-based waiver under the Kentucky 
Medicaid program developed as an alternative to institutional care for individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities.  In addition, Gov. Beshear’s budget proposal would 
add 500 new slots over the biennium in the Michelle P Waiver Program, which is a home- and 
community-based waiver program within the Kentucky Medicaid program developed as an 
alternative to institutional care for individuals with intellectual or developmental disabilities.  
	   
Savings from ACA Frees up Funds for Health and Family Services.  Gov. Beshear’s budget 
proposal utilizes $166.7 million in savings generated from implementation of the Affordable 
Care Act.  Those funds are reinvested in health and family services. 
 
Public and Mental Health Programs Exempt from Cuts.  While most state agencies face five 
percent cuts under the Governor’s proposal, most public health and mental health programs are 
exempt from cuts.  Affordable Care Act savings to these agencies mean many services they 
provide will now be covered with federal funds. 


