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RECENT EXAMPLES IN GEORGIA OF
INFRINGEMENT OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

At the Subc . _ o
asserted that I‘el? Ommittee hearing on February 24, 2014, opponents of HB 10

digm'ty and religious freedom throughout Georgia. The sad fact is that Georgians of

faith routinely hgve their fundamenta] right to free exercise of religion tr _
1ignored and restricted throughout the state. That fact ought to be condemned by e

Georgians, regardless of their belief system. HB 1023 is needed.
This list is only a handful of the recent examples of an utter disrege

fundamental right of free exercise of religion. At the hearing, oppor f
could not site to a single instance of any RFRA or pre-Smith Free E ercise ,.
bigotry or discrimination was upheld by use of similar statutes |
scrutiny standard for Free Exercise cases. Any person reviewing

ACTUAL EXAMPLES of infringement of free exercise of religion i
the compelling need for HB 1023. If Georgia were like all of it
have adopted RFRAs, these cases either would never have |

been resolved far more quickly by application of HB 1023.
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Recent examples :
1. Restrictions on | '_

i--. -1

ech had various speech




subscribe to the group's doctrinal StatemETitEY?dUﬁrerE' to its Code of Conduct (which
features the Biblical staﬂdﬂrd for m?ra because EI_SI ty F'f Geﬂrgla administrators
refused to recognize the frﬂtEHtllht}f oup’s reli 4 leﬂt*_’-"? _thE University’s
nondiscrimination policy- Because of the f; P ¥ _: glous qua_hf_lcat:!ﬂns for members
and leaders, the University refused to recO5NIZE 1t, thus depriving it of benefits and

privileges that belong to every other student Organization.

4. Denial of Religious Club in AtlanFﬂ g:blit Schools. An indi‘l.'rid.ual repeatedly
requested officials with the Atlanta Public School system for permission to begin a
religious student club at Sutton Middle School. Th_E District allows many other student
clubs to meet before, during, and after school ‘f\’?ﬂjlﬂut charge and Fn have access to
certain benefits and privileges 1n terms of publicizing group iCthtlES to others. The
District, based on so-called “separalion of Fhurch and state” concerns, denied the
request for equal treatment. It insists on treating the club as a community organization

that must rent school facilities.

5. Public Speech at Georgia Southern Upiversity. An individual visited a “free
speech area” on the Georgia Southern University campus with a few friends to share a
Christian message with students through signs, literature, and conversation. A
university official told the group that they had to fill out a permit application to have
their expression reviewed and approved. The forms, which must be submitted two days

prior to a requested speaking engagement, require detailed personal information as
well as the proposed topic and time of the expression. When they continued e
their message with passersby, an officer interrupted their activity, insisted that the
were trespassing on “private property,” and stated they needed university i

to speak on campus. When one member of the group resumed s Tt_
abruptly taken into custody by university police officers, who handct
drove him to a holding cell before he was transported to city jail, where

nearly six hours. o

6. Denial of After-School Bible Club in Banks _?:__l;*F' e
permission to start an after-school Bible club at schools witt
District. The board denied the request even though tl
documentation to use school facil ities for it ' _
permitted other groups, such as tl
meetings.

7. Restrictions on C] I“‘ h Ren
Recreation Center in DeKalb Cou

churches. The “" cla

s,

e




too much discretion to the person who issues the permit to engage 1ni b m;
discrimination and that the requirements for a permit for such a small number ©
people are unreasonable.

Christians were

9. Distribution of Religious Literature at Pine Mountain Library. _
ty materials to

denied the right to place free Bibles in a library which allowed communi
be distributed.

10. Citizen Charged with Loitering for Engaging in Religious _Expressinn.
Individual who was carrying wooden cross in front of a psychic convention and was
charged with loitering.

11. Citizen Charged for Engaging in Religious Expression near Public School.
Individual was distributing religious literature in front of a school and was
subsequently charged with entering a school safety zone without a “legitimate cause Or

need.”

12. Restriction against Religious, Pro-life Speech in Gwinnett County. A student
at Phoenix High School in Gwinnett County 'Chﬂ# to wear his pro-life sweatshirt to
school as part of the Students Day of Silent Solidarity and was told by the principal that
if he did not remove it he would be suspended. The student stood firm in his
convictions and refused to remove his sweatshirt. He was then suspended, and he was
told that he would be suspended every day that he wears a pro-life sweatshirt.

13. Restriction against Religious, Pro-life Speech in Rockdale County. Stu i
; . £ . . L : F'Tr‘-' .
Conyers, Georgia were organizing the “Pro-Life Day of Silent Solidarity” at Rock

County High School in the Rockdale County Public School District. The st 1d ent
flyers to announce a meeting to go over the rules for the event and dis ;
the school hallway walls. When the students arrived to the school the tex
their posters was gone and in its place hung a pro-abortion poster. A teac
all of the posters must be removed because the posters were polit calinn

14. Church Denied Zoning Exception. Chul ch sought a zoning
- 3 > PN .ﬁ?-.- 1h1&":-r_?_rs£ F ‘*J' 3]
next to a sexually oriented business. The sexually oriented |

special exception as being detrimental to i s b

15. Church Denied Permit in Coweta ¢
property in Coweta County ‘-:-_?j-_
church property are white. The
neighbors complained. Thia is the bl

years. iy, r._*___.x_q b2
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dale Estates. A Georgia Church

18. Church Accused of Zoning Violation in Avon Cod
& latio A few months later, a €

signed a one-year lease for a 1.19 acre property- .
Enforcement Officer for Avondale Estates left a notice on the Church’s property door

stating that religious facilities are not permitted. Subsequently, the Cl-'IIH'Ch received a
letter stating that the worship service activities Was in direct vinla?tmn of Avondale
Estates’ Zoning Ordinance, Sec 818 (1)(A), requiring a place of worship to be located on
at least three acres of land & at least 100 ft of frontage 0N @ public street.

dential Zone in Marietta, GA. A church

ce because the city is not allowing it to
The city decided that

- 19. Church Denied from Locating in Resi
in Marietta, Georgia challenged a city ordinan
use 1its property located in a residential zone for a church.
churches are no longer compatible with residential zones.

20. Zoning Restrictions on Church in Atlanta, GA. Challenge to the zoning code 1n
Atlanta, Georgia. The code permitted clubs, lodges, and other similar uses to locate as of
right in the zone but has denied the church the ability to lease property in that same

Zone.

21. Zoning Restrictions on Church in Rockdale County, GA. A Church tried torent
a small commercial facility in Rockdale County, GA, but was denied due to a zo uing
ordinance prohibiting churches from being on less than three acres. The
rented another commercial facility and made significant improvements to that buil '
However, when it tried to obtain a meter from the County to heat the building
County notified Church that the district was not zoned for churches 'ﬁ
violating the zoning code. The Church vas forced to relocate to a rr she
another congregation, and the constraints of sharing a buildi
significant reduction in its ministry. The Ch i i - locat
cannot afford property of more than

22. Catholic School Barred
identified a large tract of land witk
a permanent facility for its p
of the intended purchase by the C
Catholic School from moving to St
“large projects” defined as those
known project that mat;m criter
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