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As more Vermonters join our coalition to make the econo-
my and affordability Montpelier’s top priorities – and while 
I’m serving as Governor  – I will consider all proposals for 
growing our economy and reducing the cost of living and 
doing business. And I will work with anyone, in any party, 
who shares these priorities.  

  

Phil
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Encourage

Respect

Protect
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Promote 

Communicate
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3  http://www.philscott.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Workforce-Decline.png

4  http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_07_1YR_GCT1901.US13PR&prodType=table Shows median household income in Vermont in 2007 was just under 
$50,000. (16,000 workers)($50,000/year) = approximately $750 million in lost wages  http://www.bls.gov/oes/current/oes_vt.htm#00-0000  shows mean annual wage of just over $46,000. (16,000 workers)
($46,000/year)=$736 million in lost wages.  

5 http://www.leg.state.vt.us/jfo/appropriations/fy_2014/FY09-FY14%20Appropriations.pdf http://www.leg.state.vt.us/jfo/appropriations/fy_2017/5_year_appropriations__FY12-FY17%2005-16.pdf
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7

Support Innovation in the Public Education System: 

Retain More College Graduates: 

Vermont's Colleges and University: 

Invest in Skilled Workers: 

6 As an affirming data point, in July 2008 there were 338,250 employed Vermonters (not be confused with the total number of eligible workers) vs. only 335,050 in July 2016. Thus, Vermont has yet to recover to 
the pre-recession level of employment even though the bottom of the recession was 7 years ago. Both the labor force (workers) and those actually employed are experiencing a negative trend; and the unemploy-
ment rate appears artificially low.   

7 http://www.vtlmi.info/press.pdf

8 Vermont Higher Education Council Fall 2014 Enrollment Report
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Rapid Redeployment Workshops for Working Vermonters:

Eliminate the ‘Benefits Cliff’, Increase Independence and Reduce Reliance on Taxpayer Funded Social Programs:  

9 Until 2015 the State was netting about $2,000,000 per year from the VEGI program. But since 2015, the program has had few applicants and awards so tax revenue generated by the program has declined. 
Employers who might do capital expansions (facilities and equipment) and significant new job growth have not been applying. This parallels federal job creation statistics that indicate there have been very few 
expansions and very few new jobs added statewide that we believe is related to uncertainty and unpredictability in the political system and dissatisfaction with the costs of doing business and taxes and fees in 
Vermont.  This revenue stream for workforce development will therefore require that Vermont state government first restore its economic fundamentals and be a more predictable partner. 

10 http://www.leg.state.vt.us/jfo/reports/Memo%20Minimum%20Wage%20031314.pdf

11  See also: http://vtdigger.org/2016/04/06/tom-pelham-the-benefits-cliff-is-bad-for-everyone/
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Move to a Health Insurance Exchange that Works: 

Eliminate the Small-Business Mandate:

Be Honest About the Scope of the Challenge:

Get Comprehensive Health Care Reform Back on Track: 

  

  

12  HHS: http://www.hhs.gov/healthcare/facts-and-features/state-by-state/how-aca-is-working-for-new-hampshire/index.html

13  http://www.benningtonbanner.com/localnews/ci_29657080/manchester-and-mountains-regional-chamber-commerce-close
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  

  

  

  

Get Medicaid & Long-Term Care Costs Under Control: 

  Reduce Administrative Costs

  Understand the Cost of our Policies & Streamline Benefit Administration

  Fight for a Federal Safety Net 
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Retain and Recruit the Best Medical Professionals: 
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Make Vermont a Supply Chain Hub: 

Strengthen Our Relationship with Quebec: 

Triple the Number of Innovation Centers: 

 

17  Source: Vermont Chamber of Commerce
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Establish Designated High-Tech Outposts:

Make Vermont a Hotspot for Crowdfunding Capital Investment:  
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18 http://vtdigger.org/2013/11/20/shumlin-celebrates-broadband-progress-though-target-missed/

19 http://vtdigger.org/2016/05/27/vermont-regulator-calls-lack-of-universal-fiber-vexing/

20  http://vtdigger.org/2016/04/20/laura-sibilia-we-cant-leave-30000-vermonters-behind/
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Eliminate the Sales Tax on Investments in Network Equipment: 

Extend and Make Permanent the Current “248a” Process for Siting Communications Infrastructure: 

Maintain the 2 Percent Cap on the Universal Service Fund Fee (USF) and Reprioritize Existing Funding:  

21 +/- $1,000,000/year 

22 http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-5g-wireless-fcc-20160714-snap-story.html

23  https://www.metis2020.com/wp-content/uploads/deliverables/METIS_project_presentation_public.pdf

24 http://publicservice.vermont.gov/sites/dps/files/documents/Telecom/USF/Vermont%20Universal.pdf
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Get Serious About Lowering Tax Rates: 

Create a More Welcoming Environment for Retirees and Veterans:

Restore the Full Research & Development (R&D) Tax Credit: 

 25 http://www.kiplinger.com/slideshow/taxes/T054-S003-least-tax-friendly-states-in-us/index.html 

26 According to independent expert analysis using data collected from the Tax Policy Center, at 11.3%, Vermont currently has the third highest combined property tax, individual income tax and sales and gross receipts tax burden 
as a percentage of income.  The national mean is 8.5884 percent.  For summary and methodology see also: https://wallethub.com/edu/states-with-highest-lowest-tax-burden/20494/

27  Only 13 states currently tax social security and other pension income. 

28  Approximate revenue impact of $5M/annually. 

29 http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/WorkGroups/Senate%20Finance/Bills/S.138/Witness%20Testimony/W~Sara%20Teachout~Research%20and%20Development%20Tax%20Credit~4-27-2015.pdf
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Establish a Real Angel Investor Tax Credit: 

Restore Film Production Tax Credits:  

Encourage Investment of Private Capital:

30  “Beginning on July 1, 2009 the percentage exclusion amount was converted to a flat exclusion amount for most capital gains”http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/WorkGroups/House%20
Ways%20and%20Means/Capital%20Gains/W~Sara%20Teachout~Capital%20Gains%20Presentation~4-21-2015.pdf
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Set Aggressive Workforce Housing Goals:

Create a New Vermont Neighborhood Designation to Encourage Housing Development: 

Encourage Redevelopment of Existing Housing:

31  “http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/WorkGroups/House%20General/Housing/W~Jennifer%20Hollar~Statewide%20Housing%20Needs%20Assessment~1-22-2015.pdf
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Establish Reasonable Timelines: V

Require Act 250 Permit Specialists to Serve as Pro-Growth Guides:

32  http://digital.vpr.net/post/hermitage-club-says-act-250-delaying-project#stream/0

33 http://dec.vermont.gov/sites/dec/files/aboutus/documents/permitbro.pdf
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th  

34  “Vermont has expensive electricity prices (29 percent above the national average). Like most of the states in the Northeast, Vermont’s electricity prices are among the highest in the country.” http://
instituteforenergyresearch.org/media/state-regs/pdf/Vermont.pdf
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Strengthen Siting Requirements and Respect Community Planning: 

Support Well-Sited Solar & Innovative Renewable Technology:

Support & Reward Energy Efficiency:  

Expand Access to Natural Gas:

35  http://psb.vermont.gov/sites/psb/files/EEU/EEUFundAudit/2013/VEEUF%202013%20Financial%20Statement%20Audit.pdf

36  http://www.vtlmi.info/profile2015.pdf
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Expand Public-Private Marketing Partnerships:  
I

37   http://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accd/files/Documents/business/Vermont-Economic-Development-Marketing-PLAN1.pdff

38  http://vtdigger.org/2014/12/30/phil-scott-lawmakers-launch-economy-pitch-first-day-legislative-session/  
See also: http://www.rutlandyoungprofessionals.org/news/T/M/D/Y-5
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Convert Today's Visitors to Tomorrow's Vermonters: 
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BUDGET POLICY

Establish Economic Growth & Affordability as the TOP Priorities 

Set Limits That Help Families Get Ahead

Require a 90-Day Annual Session 
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Establish a 2-Year Budget Cycle

Prioritize Investments in People 

It is an unsustainable downward economic cycle that we must reverse
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EFFICIENCY THROUGH INNOVATION 
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Require a Citizen-Centric Management Culture 

Empower Frontline State Employees with Focused Leadership that Listens 
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STRENGTHENING THE LINK BETWEEN ECONOMIC GROWTH & INFRASTRUCTURE

Oppose Additional Transportation Taxes & the Carbon Tax

Oppose Additional Debt for Transportation 

Encourage Innovation in Transportation with Pro-Growth Tax Policies

  

  

39  http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/WorkGroups/Senate%20Finance/Bills/S.138/Witness%20Testimony/W~Sara%20Teachout~Research%20and%20Development%20Tax%20
Credit~4-27-2015.pdf 



 36 www.philscott.org

Protect the Transportation Fund & Improve Efficiency

Advocate for Federal Reforms & Flexibility 

   

Update the Long-Term Vision for Transportation
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1. Put public service first 

2. Focus on the fundamentals and always follow through

3. Be honest with the people about the scope of our challenges 

4. Provide balance, work towards consensus, lead with action

5. Rebuild transparency & accountability - 
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EDUCATION/PREVENTION

Expand Community Commitment & Take Individual Responsibility 

Establish a Director of Drug Abuse Prevention Policy in the Office of the Governor 

Opioid Coordination Council 
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Hold Annual Statewide Summit on Drug Abuse Prevention 

Require Digital Prescriptions

Fight for Updated Federal Drug Disposal Rules

ENFORCEMENT

Give Law Enforcement More Flexibility 

TREATMENT

Expand Treatment Options & Licensed Counselors 

Monitor Expansion of Medication-Assisted Treatment Programs 

Support Long-Term Treatment 



 JOIN THE TEAM!
   HELP PHIL STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMY 
   AND MAKE VERMONT MORE AFFORDABLE

VOLUNTEER TODAY AT PHILSCOTT.ORG 
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