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CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 
Please note: All events take place in CAPA (Creative and Performing Arts) 

 

 

Friday, September 21, 2018 

 

2:00-2:30 p.m. Conference Registration, CAPA, 2
nd

 Floor 

2:30-3:00 p.m.  Conference Welcome, CAPA 206 

3:15-4:45 p.m.  Presentation Session 1, CAPA 

5:00-6:00 p.m. Reception and Refreshments (RSVP Required), Orville J. Hanchey 

Gallery and Alumni Plaza 

6:00-7:00 p.m.             Keynote Address: Katie Bickham, CAPA 206 

 

 

Saturday, September 22, 2018 

 

8:00-9:00 a.m.  Conference Registration, Cookies and Coffee, CAPA, 2
nd

 Floor 

9:00-10:15 a.m. Presentation Session 2, CAPA 

10:30-11:30 a.m. Keynote Address: Tom Whitehead, CAPA 206 

11:30-12:00 p.m. Awards Ceremony: 10
th

 Annual NSU Louisiana High School Essay 

Contest, CAPA 206 

12:00-1:15 p.m. Light Lunch and Reception (RSVP Required) 

1:15-2:30 p.m.  Presentation Session 3, CAPA 

2:45-4:00 p.m.  Presentation Session 4, CAPA 

4:00 p.m.  Conference Close 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Please note: All events take place in CAPA (Creative and Performing Arts) 

 

  Friday, September 21, 2018 

 

2:00-2:30 p.m. Conference Registration CAPA, 2
nd

 Floor 

 

2:30-3:00 p.m. Conference Welcome CAPA 206 

 

3:15-4:45 p.m. Presentation Session 1 

 

 Panel 1A Louisiana in Children’s Literature    CAPA 205 

 

Session Chair: Katrina Jordan, Northwestern State University 

 

Katrina Jordan, Northwestern State University  

 

Michelle Fazio-Brunson, Northwestern State University  

 

Debra Jo Hailey, Southeastern State University  

 

Faith Stanfield, Northwestern State University  

 

“Louisiana in Children’s Literature” 

 

 

 Panel 1B Once Was Louisiana         CAPA 206 

 

Session Chair: Jodie Brown, American Public University 

 
Wesley Harris, Louisiana State Park Service and the University of Phoenix 

 

“U.S. Highway 80: America’s ‘True Mother Road’” 

 

Ruth Foote, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

 

“1968: Louisiana and the Iconic Year” 

 

Jodie Brown, American Public University 

 

“The Nine Sisters: A Street View of New Orleans: A Walking Tour Proposal” 

 

Shawn Beasley 

 

“Mythic Louisiana: The Legend of the Rougarou” 
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 Panel 1C Louisiana Language, Nature, and Healing   CAPA 207 

 

Session Chair: Amy Martinez Garcie, Northwestern State University 

 

Mykenna Grace Nichols, Baylor University 

 

“What is that? (Que C’est Ça): A Compilation of Louisiana-French Plant and Animal 

Names – Part I” 

Sophia Kathleen Ortegon, Cedar Valley College and DeSoto High School 

 

“What is that? (Que C’est Ça): A Compilation of Louisiana-French Plant and Animal 

Names – Part II” 

 

Jeran Spencer Gallimore, McLennan Community College 

“Cajun Almanac: How the residents of the German Coast harvested nature during various 

seasons (c. 1720-1950)” 

Amy Martinez Garcie, Northwestern State University 

       

“Folk Remedies in Sabine Parish” 

 

5:00-6:00 p.m. Reception and Refreshments                        Orville J. Hanchey Gallery  

   (RSVP Required) 

  

6:00-7:00 p.m.   Keynote Address: Katie Bickham, Bossier Parish Community College 

 

                           “Speaking of the Unspoken Place: Louisiana History in Poems”  CAPA 206 

  

If you’ve ever toured a Louisiana plantation home, chances are you’ve finished by walking 

through a gift shop, or been sold ice cream at a flowery sweet shop right above where slave 

barracks used to stand. You may even have attended a wedding on the picturesque lawns where 

once human beings were bred and sold and worked until they died. As Louisianians, our 

ownership (forgive the term) of our own history and our complicity in that history is severely 

lacking. Through my two books of poetry, The Belle Mar, and Mouths Open to Name Her, I 

explore the real people who lived and died on these properties, both owners and owned. Through 

exhaustive research of ledgers, diaries, and other primary documents, I have reconstructed in a 

small way what it meant to live in the time of booming plantation slave labor.  

  

This talk asks us not only to do the important work of remembering, but also to understand what 

our current roles and responsibilities are as we daily walk the ground of these atrocities, as we 

have our tires rotated and our nails manicured and our books checked out on the very sites where 

the most gruesome of human crimes was carried out against millions. How do we live ethically 

and righteously in such a place, and what can we do to foster the healing we have so long stifled 

or left for another day? 
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Saturday, September 22, 2018 

 

8:00-9:00 a.m. Conference Registration, Donuts and Coffee                                    CAPA, 2
nd

 Floor 

 

9:00-10:15 a.m. Presentation Session 2 

  

Panel 2A Voices from the Margins                                              CAPA 205 

 

Session Chair: Steven Gruesbeck, Northwestern State University  

 

Bernard Gallagher, LSU Alexandria 

 

“Louisiana Rumble: Motorcycles Welcome But Not Required” 

 

Lauren Henley, University of Texas at Austin  

 

Daniel Schnopp-Wyatt, Lindsey Wilson College  

 

“‘Wholesale Slaughter’: Clementine Barnabet and the Church of Sacrifice”  

 

Fran Middleton, Independent Scholar  

 

“Rumors, Gossip, and the Poison Pen Letters from ‘the Woman from Across the Tracks’” 

 

Hannah Sedatol, Northwestern State University 

     

Amy Martinez Garcie, Northwestern State University  

 

“Healing by French Louisiana Traiteurs” 

 Panel 2B “Tell Me A Story”: A Reading of                 CAPA 206                       

                          Narrative-Descriptive Poems Set in Louisiana 

     

Session Chair: David Middleton, Poet in Residence Emeritus, Nicholls State University 

 

Catharine Savage Brosman, Professor Emerita, Tulane University 

 

John P. Doucet, Nicholls State University 

 

David Middleton, Poet in Residence Emeritus, Nicholls State University 

“‘Tell Me A Story’: A Reading of Narrative-Descriptive Poems Set in Louisiana” 

Panel 2C Building Louisiana                           CAPA 207 

 

Session Chair: Tadd Britt, National Center for Preservation Technology and Training  
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Jonathan Price, University of West Florida 

“Gens de Couleur Libres: Furniture Built by Freemen of Color in Antebellum New 

Orleans” 

 

Felicia Brand, National Center for Preservation Technology and Training  

Tadd Britt, National Center for Preservation Technology and Training  

“Athanase De Mézières: An Historic Archeological Approach to Understanding 

Natchitoches’ Pioneer and Leader” 

 

Robert Allen Alexander, Nicholls State University 

 

“Milling Time in Louisiana” 

 

Phyllis Lear, Northwestern State University  

“The Travels of Poverty Point Objects to A Little Mound in Arkansas” 

 

10:30-11:30 a.m. Keynote Address: Tom Whitehead, Professor Emeritus, Northwestern  

                                                        State University 

 

                       “Sidebars to the Career of Clementine Hunter”             CAPA 206 

 

During Clementine Hunter’s almost 50 years of painting pictures, scores of friends, 

acquaintances and Melrose visitors proved instrumental in advancing the artist’s career. 

Nevertheless, with only rare exceptions, her innate talent and independent spirit remained 

unchanged. How those who came in contact with Hunter enhanced awareness of the artist has 

never been fully explored. This aspect of the artist’s career will form the framework of the 

presentation.  

 

The writings of François Mignon, born Frank Vernooy Mineah, provide a narrative of her career, 

beginning with the first mention of Clementine Hunter painting in December 1939. James 

Register, writer and a man of many stories, joined Mignon early in promoting the artist’s work.  

Visitors over the years to Melrose, until its sale in 1971, became intrigued with the Cinderella 

story of Clementine Hunter, the self-taught plantation artist. They included Clarence John 

Laughlin, renowned New Orleans photographer; Alberta Kinsey, New Orleans artist; Carolyn 

Ramsey, photographer and filmmaker; and Lyle Saxon, acclaimed Louisiana writer.  

 

Others, whose visits to Clementine Hunter’s house impacted the artist’s career, included Dr. 

Robert Ryan, New Orleans surgeon and collector; Dr. Mildred Bailey, writer and educator at 

Northwestern State University in Natchitoches; Ann Brittain, whose visits to Melrose with her 

mother Ora Garland Williams started as a child in the late 1930s; Minnesota-based author Hugh 

Schoephoerster, who wrote and lectured on the artist and sponsored exhibitions of her work in 

the Midwest; internationally known theatrical writer/producer, Robert Wilson, who 



8 

 

commissioned the opera Zinnias, The Life of Clementine Hunter; Craig Claiborne, long-time 

New York Times food writer who donated a Hunter quilt to the Culinary Institute of America; 

the late comedienne Joan Rivers whose visit with the artist resulted in a color Hunter image on 

the front page of a section in the New York Times; and Larry Borenstein and friend Alan Jaffe 

whose purchases of Hunter originals at the 1971 Melrose auction resulted in eventual donations 

and sales to major collections around the country.  

 

During Clementine Hunter’s almost 50 years of painting pictures, scores of friends, 

acquaintances and Melrose visitors proved instrumental in advancing the artist’s career. 

Nevertheless, with only rare exception, her innate talent and independent spirit remained 

unchanged. How those who came in contact with Hunter enhanced awareness of the artist has 

never been fully explored. This aspect of the artist’s career will form the framework of this 

presentation. 

 

11:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.     Awards Ceremony: CAPA 206 

                                          10
th

 Annual NSU Louisiana High School Essay Contest  

 

12:00-1:15 p.m. Light Lunch and Reception (RSVP Required)  

  

1:15-2:30 p.m. Presentation Session 3                                        

                            

Panel 3A     Ebb and Flow: Louisiana and Change                                       CAPA 205 

 

Session Chair: Steven Gruesbeck, Northwestern State University  

 

David Yarbrough, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

 

Steven Gruesbeck, Northwestern State University  

 

“Civil Legal Needs, Social Justice, and Louisiana”  

 

Mary Hallock Morris, University of Southern Indiana 

 

“Focusing Events, Indicators, and Feedback Loops: Applying the Multiple Streams 

Approach to Disaster Mitigation” 

 

Elise H. Reed, Grambling State University 

 

“Building a Partnership for Long-Term Recovery of Ouachita Parish-Grambling State 

University and the Concerned Clergy of Monroe” 

 

Panel 3B     Louisiana Literary Lenses                    CAPA 206   

 

Session Chair: Allison Rittmayer, Northwestern State University  

Allison Rittmayer, Northwestern State University  
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“Inspired by Caroline Dormon: A Film Screening” 

 

Robert D. Bennett, Independent Scholar and Author 

 

“Genealogy, Family and Folk History: The Best Sources for Stories” 

 

Jocelyn Hazelwood Donlon, Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts 

 

Jon Griffin Donlon, Consultant/Public Intellectual 

 

“Mencken, The Double Dealer, and Anderson, Faulkner, & Hemingway in New Orleans” 

 

 Bruce A. Craft, Old Dominion University and Southeastern Louisiana University 

“Redbone Rhetoric—Then and Now: An Exploration of the Literary and Historical 

Narrative of the Louisiana Redbones” 

 Panel 3C Spanish and Caddo Cultures in Louisiana  CAPA 207 

 

Session Chair: Hiram “Pete” Gregory, Northwestern State University 

 

Hiram “Pete” Gregory, Northwestern State University 

  

“Cuentos, Reports and Retorts: Changing Narratives on the Sabine River” 

 

Felice Coles, University of Mississippi 

 

“Envision the East: Isleño Fantasies of Spain” 

 

Fabiola Varela-García, University of Wisconsin Eau Claire 

Lauren M. Pakanich, University of Wisconsin Eau Claire 

“Se que simos americanos pero sangre d’español. The Isleño Decima and Identity Pride 

in Louisiana”  

 Brandon Granger, Louisiana Scholars’ College 

 

“An Examination of the Caddo Religion” 

 

 Panel 3D Louisiana Scholars    Magale Recital Hall 

 

Session Chair: Michael E. Matthews, Northwestern State University 

John “Pudd” Sharp, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

 

“Dr. Patricia Rickels” 
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Michael E. Matthews, Northwestern State University 

“Eugene Payne Watson: The Man, the Fraternity, and the Library” 

Mary Linn Wernet, Northwestern State University  

 

“Once Upon a Time in Louisiana, Researchers Determined to Write about Louisiana, 

Found Rich Resources in the NSU Cammie G. Henry Research Center and Published 

Wondrous and Widely Read Articles, Monographs and Series on Louisiana People, 

Places, Culture and Events” 

 

2:45-4:00 p.m. Presentation Session 4 

 

 Panel 4A Louisiana Narratives         CAPA 205 

 

Session Chair: Sarah E. McFarland, Northwestern State University 

 

Sarah E. McFarland, Northwestern State University 

 

“Narratives of Disease on the Climate-Changed Louisiana Coast” 

 

Jay Udall, Nicholls State University 

  

“Louisiana Animal Narratives: Five Poems” 

 

Derek W. Foster, Upper Iowa University, Alexandria 

 

“‘But they comes a day…’: Narrative Technique in Gaines’ A Gathering of Old Men” 

 

Marcy Frantom, Independent Scholar 

 

“Conversations on Women and Being a Woman at Oakland Plantation with Mrs. Vivian 

Prudhomme Flores Duggan” 

 

Panel 4B Once Upon a Time in Louisiana          CAPA 206 

    

Session Chair: Clayton Delery, Retired Faculty, Louisiana School for Math, Science, and   

             the Arts 

 

Clayton Delery, Retired Faculty, Louisiana School for Math, Science, and   

               the Arts 

 

“Once Upon a Time a Handsome Prince Met Another Handsome Prince: The Case of 

John William McGrath and Daniel Webster Benson” 

 

Nolan Eller, Louisiana Tech University 
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“The Carpetbagger’s Wife: Exploring the Story and Life of Adele Coleman Twitchell 

through her Papers” 

 

Randall Dupont, LSU of Alexandria 

 

“The Rise and Fall of PrideAir” 

 

Sally O. Donlon, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
  

“Pick-Up Ball & Passing Friendships: Once Upon a Time in Lafayette” 

 

Panel 4C     Remapping Louisiana’s Cradle to Prison Pipeline to a                 CAPA 207 

        Cradle to College Pipeline: An Early Childhood Education  

        Service Learning Project 

                                        

Session Chair: Michelle Fazio-Brunson, Northwestern State University  

 

Michelle Fazio-Brunson, Northwestern State University  

Brett Brunson, Natchitoches Parish District Defender 

Katrina Jordan, Northwestern State University  

Faith Stanfield, Northwestern State University  

Debra Jo Hailey, Southeastern State University  

Steve Gruesbeck, Northwestern State University  

Leslie Gruesbeck, Northwestern State University  

 

“Remapping Louisiana’s Cradle to Prison Pipeline to a Cradle to College Pipeline: An 

Early Childhood Education Service Learning Project” 

 

4:00   Conference Close 
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PRESENTATION ABSTRACTS 
 

Robert Allen Alexander, Nicholls State University 

 

“Milling Time in Louisiana” 

 

Submerged beneath the cane fields and subdivisions occupying much of the arable soil of south 

Louisiana lie centuries-old cypress stumps—the buried remains of forests that must have seemed 

like citadels against time. Hidden from our casual observation of the land we inhabit, these 

buried giants are occasionally uncovered, for a brief time, by the construction of lakes and 

retaining ponds. Exposed to our gaze they may remind us of what has been and what yet 

remains, feeding our illusions about the timelessness of the dark, fertile soil. They thus form the 

backdrop of a fairy tale we have told time after time—the one that leads us to forget the deeper 

meaning of “once upon a time.” That phrase brings us back to an ideal time, unreal, timeless, yet 

somehow suggestive of home, where we do what we have done, over and over again, because, as 

John Dewey claims, “through habits formed in intercourse with the world, we also in-habit the 

world.” Time, whether “once upon” or yet to be manifested, moves slowly here, perhaps too 

slowly for our own good (if that good involves being aware that time, like the land, is sliding 

away). So, what can we make of the time that we have? Will we whittle it away? Or will we 

construct an edifice, if only a pattern or habit, to help us navigate the undulations of the land we 

inhabit? 

 

Shawn Beasley 

 

“Mythic Louisiana: The Legend of the Rougarou” 

 

In the 1700s, people of France escaped to New France (Nova Scotia) due to religious 

persecution. They brought their families, valuables, and stories. They were removed from there 

by the British, and some ended up in South Louisiana. While they were thankful to have survived 

the forced move, but many lost everything except their tales. 

 

One particular legend was called the Loupgarou, which means werewolf. With the changing of 

dialects and blending of different cultures over many years, loup-garou became rougarou and is 

the Cajun werewolf! 

 

The legend says that this mythical creature roams the South Louisiana bayous in search of 

Catholics that break the rules of Lent. There is also another version that the rougarou is a curse 

that last for 101 days and is cast by a voodoo priestess. The curse can be transferred from human 

to human. 

 

The legend is still told today, and you can visit the Audubon Zoo in New Orleans to get a 

glimpse of what one might look like. 

 

I believe that, sadly, we sometimes find truths in our myths, but our fears usually turn out to be 

human in nature. My story, Killing the Rougarou, is such a tale.  
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A thing of pure evil abducts James as a child, and her family is forever haunted. Years later she 

finds love, but the monster hasn’t left—he’s just been waiting. 

 

Robert D. Bennett, Independent Scholar and Author 

 

“Genealogy, Family and Folk History: The Best Sources for Stories” 

 

The presentation will discuss how the folk and family histories of Louisiana have traditionally 

led to the creation of a rich and varied culture of storytelling. There will also be a discussion of 

specific uses of computerized genealogy research as well as easily accessible and inexpensive 

DNA testing which have now allowed family stories to become family facts, with kinships 

between various families and their impact on both the State of Louisiana, the history of 

Louisiana, as well as specific geographic areas within Louisiana. 

 

Katie Bickham, Bossier Parish Community College 

 

“Speaking of the Unspoken Place: Louisiana History in Poems”   

  

If you’ve ever toured a Louisiana plantation home, chances are you’ve finished by walking 

through a gift shop, or been sold ice cream at a flowery sweet shop right above where slave 

barracks used to stand. You may even have attended a wedding on the picturesque lawns where 

once human beings were bred and sold and worked until they died. As Louisianians, our 

ownership (forgive the term) of our own history and our complicity in that history is severely 

lacking. Through my two books of poetry, The Belle Mar, and Mouths Open to Name Her, I 

explore the real people who lived and died on these properties, both owners and owned. Through 

exhaustive research of ledgers, diaries, and other primary documents, I have reconstructed in a 

small way what it meant to live in the time of booming plantation slave labor.  

  

This talk asks us not only to do the important work of remembering, but also to understand what 

our current roles and responsibilities are as we daily walk the ground of these atrocities, as we 

have our tires rotated and our nails manicured and our books checked out on the very sites where 

the most gruesome of human crimes was carried out against millions. How do we live ethically 

and righteously in such a place, and what can we do to foster the healing we have so long stifled 

or left for another day? 

 

Felicia Brand, National Center for Preservation Technology and Training  

Tadd Britt, National Center for Preservation Technology and Training  

“Athanase De Mézières: An Historic Archeological Approach to Understanding 

Natchitoches’ Pioneer and Leader” 

 

This research combines archeological evidence and historical accounts to present a unique 

understanding of the life of Athanase De Mézières, an influential and accomplished pioneer in 

the Natchitoches area. The research objective was to determine whether archeological site 

16NA100 represents the material culture assemblage related to the occupation of De Mézières to 
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a Spanish land grant, section 44, granted in 1762. Historic research was conducted to augment 

the archeological record and to correlate the history of the property to De Mézières. Section 44 is 

important because it is where his plantation stood and the ownership of it remained with the De 

Mézières heirs for several generations. Primary and secondary records were examined to compile 

a biography and timeline for his impact on the development of Natchitoches. His life story offers 

a compelling narrative on De Mézières’ role and impact on the colonial period of Natchitoches 

and surrounding region. This interdisciplinary approach offers a compelling narrative of a true 

pioneer and leader during the early days of Louisiana and Texas.   

Catharine Savage Brosman, Professor Emerita, Tulane University 

 

John P. Doucet, Nicholls State University 

 

David Middleton, Poet in Residence Emeritus, Nicholls State University 

“‘Tell Me A Story’: A Reading of Narrative-Descriptive Poems Set in Louisiana” 

People love both to tell and to hear stories. As Robert Penn Warren wrote at the end of his 

Louisiana-based poem Audubon: A Vision, “Tell me a story. // Make it a story of great distances, 

and starlight. // The name of the story will be Time, / But you must not pronounce its name. // 

Tell me a story of deep delight.” 

Three Louisiana poets—Catharine Savage Brosman, John P. Doucet, and David Middleton—will 

read poetry that tells a story about Louisiana—its peoples, its cultures, its architecture, its 

geography, its weather, its flora and fauna.  

Brosman will read poems on houses and their occupants—a venerable vein in British literature. 

Following in that tradition, Brosman will introduce four nineteenth-century houses of Louisiana 

that have architectural and dramatic interest: Chrétien Point (St. Landry Parish), Darby (Iberia 

Parish), Live Oak (Iberville Parish), and Myrtle Hill (DeSoto Parish).  

 

Doucet will read poems that compose a narrative history of the land where historic Bayou Lafourche 

meets the Gulf of Mexico, specifically the region where his hometown of Golden Meadow is located.  

The poems celebrate a unique region of the state where coastal wetlands, scarred by hurricanes and 

drilling, gave space and time for unique cultural development in Louisiana. 

 

Middleton will read the self-contained Section IV of his long pastoral-epic poem The Dwelling Place. 

This poem tells the history of small farmers in Middleton’s native north Louisiana. Middleton’s poem is 

rooted not only in the ancient pastoral tradition but also in the tradition of the “country house” poem.  

 

Jodie Brown, American Public University 

 

“The Nine Sisters: A Street View of New Orleans: A Walking Tour Proposal” 
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Walking tours are among the most popular activities for tourists in New Orleans, but the custom 

of an organized stroll through the city streets has been a local tradition long before tourism 

arrived. For generations, the faithful of New Orleans would trek across the city to visit multiple 

churches during Holy Week. This practice became known as the Nine Sisters, as nine churches 

were customarily visited.  

 

While the typical walking tour may describe various customs throughout the history of 

Louisiana, a tour created around the concept of the Nine Sisters custom gives visitors the 

opportunity to not just hear descriptions of a traditional event, but recreate a similar experience. 

Traditional participation in a Nine Sisters route often takes participants to churches associated 

with the many immigrant groups who settled Louisiana. A tour with this structure would allow 

for a strong discussion of the many ethnic neighborhoods and their traditions that contribute to 

the rich tapestry of life in New Orleans.  

    

As the tradition is associated with the Easter holiday, a tour with this framework provides an 

exceptional opportunity to discuss the many holiday traditions that have been adopted by the city 

as well as new ones that have been created. Visitors would have the chance to learn about some 

of Louisiana’s most notable holiday practices, such as the wildly popular Halloween celebrations 

and the event most synonymous with New Orleans, Mardi Gras. In addition, a tour could probe 

into lesser known local customs, such as cemetery visits on All Saints Day and voodoo rituals on 

St. John the Baptist Day. While many tourists do not have the great fortune to visit New Orleans 

during a holiday, a tour based on local celebrations could give visitors a deeper understanding of 

many cherished, local traditions.   

 

Bruce A. Craft, Old Dominion University and Southeastern Louisiana University 

“Redbone Rhetoric—Then and Now: An Exploration of the Literary and Historical 

Narrative of the Louisiana Redbones” 

Formally defined as a “tri-racial isolate group,” the Louisiana Redbones are an admixture of 

European-American, African-American, and Native American bloodlines. Early to mid-20
th

 

century fiction and ethnography created a mystique about the Louisiana Redbones, who often 

lived in isolated rural communities, intermarried, and were described by anthropologists and 

authors alike as “lazy,” “violent,” “lustful,” and with a host of other pejorative terms. To be a 

Redbone at the turn of the 20
th

 century was to be an outcast. By the turn of the 21
st
 century, 

however, Redbones not only have embraced their Otherness but also have turned it into a 

positively defining characteristic. 

 

The literary legacy of the Louisiana Redbone is preserved by Ada Jack Carver (1890-1972), a 

nearly forgotten author who hailed from Natchitoches and wrote extensively about the Cane 

River area. Her story, “Redbone,” won the 1925 O. Henry Prize as the best short story of the year 

and for decades was featured in collections of Southern short stories. Carver’s opening lines in 

“Redbone” show the grotesqueness and mysteriousness that characterized the Redbone in both 

1920s Louisiana literature and culture: “They are a mixture of Spanish, French and Indian and 

God only knows what besides; . . . they are dubbed Redbones because of their dusky skin so 
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oddly, transparently tinted. They are shiftless and slovenly, childlike and treacherous and yet 

from somewhere, like a benediction, they have been touched with something precious.”  

 

Contemporary Louisiana Redbones—in websites devoted to their unique culture—adopt Ada 

Jack Carver’s story as an important literary and historical artifact. Carver’s story serves as an 

interesting cultural touchstone for current Redbones, who simultaneously disavow vehemently 

those historians and ethnographers who used the same terminology as Carver to describe them. 

Twenty-first century Redbone rhetoric—as compared to the negative connotations of its 

rhetorical antecedent–deconstructs the cultural and social privilege that Redbones previously 

were denied and embraces instead its multi-cultural identity. This presentation examines the 

literary and historical narrative of the Louisiana Redbones, paying particular attention to how the 

larger Redbone community appropriates much of its maligned past as a new badge of honor.  
 

Felice Coles, University of Mississippi 

 

“Envision the East: Isleño Fantasies of Spain” 
 

As the ancestral homesite of the Isleño community of south Louisiana, the Canary Islands do not 

figure prominently in oral histories or fantasies (even with name isleño ‘islander’). Rather, Spain 

is the preferred location for make-believe stories. One prolific orator, Chelito Campo (1896-

1999), frequently used Spain as the setting for his imaginative stories of how Isleños would meet 

their ancestors. He said, “I’ve songs from Madrid; I’ve songs from Andalucia; I’ve songs from 

Valencia; I’ve songs from Castilla; I’ve songs from La Coruña; I don’t know how many!” 

 

He described himself participating in the splendor of Spain: 

“Cuando el rey entró a Valencia, vino de Madrid 

Iba montado a caballo de simpaticero con la gloria 

y de repente tumbó el cañón 

las campanas oí tocar 

mudo de puesto la población y ahí llegaba…” 

‘When the king entered Valencia, he came from Madrid; 

He was riding a good-looking horse in glory, 

and suddenly the cannon boomed 

I heard the bells toll 

All of a sudden the crowd fell silent and here he came…’ 

 

and created stories in which the Isleños were allied with Spain: 

Si haya una guerra en contra de España  

Nosotros somos de pura sangre española, ¿sí? 

Sí, y no les van a quitar una pulgada de tierra, 

De eso no importa que sea el mundo entero que venga en contra de España 

Y España no va a perder con nadie de ellos 

‘If there’s a war against Spain 

We are pure Spanish, right? 

Right, and nobody is going to take away an inch of land 

It doesn’t matter if the whole world goes against Spain, 

Spain is not going to lose any of [the Isleños].’ 
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This study will look at a variety of Chelito Campo’s fantasies to see how he envisioned Spain as 

the glorious antecedent to the Isleño community.  

 

Clayton Delery, Retired Faculty, Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts 

 

“Once Upon a Time a Handsome Prince Met Another Handsome Prince: The Case of John 

William McGrath and Daniel Webster Benson” 

 

If most people think about same-sex attraction in the pre-Stonewall era at all, they assume that 

LGBT people basically had a choice between a life that outwardly conformed to societal norms, 

or life as an outcast. In point of fact, at least some LGBT people found adaptive strategies that 

allowed them to live lives that were considerably more open than what we would now consider 

the closet, if not quite as “out” as many LGBT people today. 

 

This presentation will discuss several adaptive strategies, but will focus on the partnership of 

John William McGrath and Daniel Webster Benson, two New Orleans residents who shared their 

lives and who were buried together after death. 

 

Jocelyn Hazelwood Donlon, Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts 

 

Jon Griffin Donlon, Consultant/Public Intellectual 

 

“Mencken, The Double Dealer, and Anderson, Faulkner, & Hemingway in New Orleans” 

 

The Double Dealer was established in 1921 as a platform for contemporary Southern writers of a 

modernist bent, founded by cultural critics Julius Weiss Friend, Basil Thompson, Albert 

Goldstein, and John McClure (editor and associate editors). In some large way they were 

responding to one narrative of the south powerfully encapsulated in H.R. Mencken’s 1917 essay, 

“Sahara of the Bozart,” describing Southerners as, among other things, a “mob of peasants.”  

 

Friend, Thompson, Goldstein, and McClure generated a counter-narrative from the Crescent City 

with their Double Dealer. The Oxford American (Spring 2018) pointed out that “no Southern 

state was spared the particular sting of Mencken’s contempt….” as the jeremiad excoriated the 

entire region. So while I don’t hew to a “single cause” explanation, I do spine my proposed 

discussion of the relatively short lived Double Dealer (5 and ½ years) with roots at least nurtured 

in soil fertilized with Mencken’s volatile narrative.  

 

Aside from a short introduction to Mencken’s essay, this paper will be devoted to describing and 

discussing the efforts of the people functioning around the journal working to provide both 

publication opportunity and to establish literary cohesion and a claim to scholarly legitimacy for 

the South in general and New Orleans in particular. During its almost 6 year life, The Double 

Dealer published mostly modernists including Djuna Barnes, Hart Crane, William Faulkner, 

Ernest Hemingway, Allen Tate, and Robert Penn Warren. Indeed, during its tenure DD was 

probably the most important literary magazine in the South. 
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Sally O. Donlon, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
  
“Pick-Up Ball & Passing Friendships: Once Upon a Time in Lafayette” 
  
Lafayette is among the fastest-growing cities in Louisiana, second only in increasing population 

to New Orleans. It is the parish seat of Lafayette Parish, located along the Vermilion River in the 

southwestern part of the state. Lafayette is the fourth-largest city in Louisiana with a population 

of 127,657, according to 2015 U.S. Census estimates. It is the principal city of the Lafayette 

Metropolitan Statistical Area, which has a 2015 estimated population of 490,488. 
 
In 2010, the actual population in Lafayette Parish was 221,578; projections are for the parish to 

add approximately 36,700 more persons by 2030. Lafayette is now a metropolitan community 

confronting the same social challenges as urban areas across the country: wage inequality, 

escalating incarceration rates, controversy over historical monuments, and more. 
 
In 1960, though, Lafayette was a very different sort of place. The town’s population hovered at 

just below 40,000, and the entire parish only counted 85,000 people. Known as the Hub City, 

Lafayette was the cow town for the other, much smaller towns within what is now the Combined 

Statistical Area. The pace was slower and at least the perception of crime was lower, but poverty, 

racism, and discrimination maintained a slow boil in the pre-civil rights era of the early 1960s. 
 
But, in those days, in the city of Lafayette’s urban core, children across the diversity spectrum 

left their homes in the morning and came home for dinner, playing and adventuring across the 

manufactured color lines. It is not the case that social injustice did not exist, but it is the case that 

Lafayette’s children of the early 1960s observed it through a very different lens. 
 
This is the Lafayette that used to be, and it is this Lafayette that this presentation will bring to 

life. 
 

Randall Dupont, LSU of Alexandria 

 

“The Rise and Fall of PrideAir” 

 

Pride filled the air over New Orleans in 1985. For the first time in its history, the Crescent City 

would serve as hub for a major transcontinental airline, PrideAir. Hundreds of Continental 

Airline pilots left jobless following that company’s 1983 reorganization backed the plans of two 

former Continental executives to start a new airline. Barrie Duggan and Paul Eckel had gained 

the trust of former colleagues after leading an employee attempt to buy the reorganized 

Continental. Although the buyout attempt narrowly failed, the men had garnered enough 

confidence of former employees to move forward with plans to start a majority employee-owned 

airline, the first of its kind in the U.S. PrideAir’s marketing strategy was simply to provide 

exceptional customer service at a low cost. Most employees were also owners, and thus service 

quality would provide the airline a competitive edge. New Orleans was selected over Kansas 

City as PrideAir’s hub to connect 16 East- and West-coast destinations. Operations began in 

August 1985 with 566 employees and much fanfare from the local media. Of the $15 million in 

startup capital, PrideAir employees provided two-thirds, giving them a majority vote. PrideAir 
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believed New Orleans was a destination city, not just a stopover. Peak travel season lay ahead 

starting with Thanksgiving and ending with Super Bowl XX in January and Mardi Gras in 

February 1986. Expectations were high, but so were fuel costs combined with low initial 

capacity utilization and fierce price competition from rival Continental. Cash drained quicker 

than expected and a $10 million initial public offering, originally planned in the second year, was 

quickly moved up after only two months to infuse cash into the fledgling airline. But when 

underwriters backed out, so did investors. Flights came to a halt in mid-November 1985 and 

Chapter 11 reorganization was filed in December. Worldwide efforts to raise financing failed 

over the following two years. All assets were auctioned in February 1988 at PrideAir’s last 

known address, an isolated warehouse on Chef Menteur Highway.  

 

Nolan Eller, Louisiana Tech University 

 

“The Carpetbagger’s Wife: Exploring the Story and Life of Adele Coleman Twitchell 

through her Papers” 

 

This presentation will focus on the narrative and life of Adele Coleman Twitchell, the daughter 

of prominent planter Isaac Coleman and wife of “carpetbagger” Marshall Harvey Twitchell. This 

will be accomplished by examining her life through her many letters to her twin sister Luella 

found in the Twitchell papers at Louisiana Tech University. When we think of Marshall Harvey 

Twitchell we often think of his political exploits in Northern Louisiana during the period of 

Reconstruction, but we very rarely think about his personal life. Behind him was a strong 

southern woman who fought and won many battles to defend their love and life together. 

Unfortunately her life and their time together was cut short by tuberculosis in 1873. After her 

death Marshall Harvey Twitchell was forced to leave Louisiana never to return.   

 

Michelle Fazio-Brunson, Northwestern State University  

Brett Brunson, Natchitoches Parish District Defender 

Katrina Jordan, Northwestern State University  

Faith Stanfield, Northwestern State University  

Debra Jo Hailey, Southeastern State University  

Steve Gruesbeck, Northwestern State University  

Leslie Gruesbeck, Northwestern State University  

 

“Remapping Louisiana’s Cradle to Prison Pipeline to a Cradle to College Pipeline: An 

Early Childhood Education Service Learning Project” 

 

This hour-long presentation will describe our Early Childhood Education service learning project 

to remap Louisiana’s Cradle to Prison Pipeline to a Cradle to College Pipeline. We will highlight 

our effort to make and distribute family literacy bags and tutor at-risk children in local schools in 

order to boost their literacy skills and help them be successful learners. We will also describe 

other service learning/early intervention efforts across campus aimed at improving young 

children’s lives. 

 

Ruth Foote, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
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“1968: Louisiana and the Iconic Year” 

 

The year before Woodstock and his iconic rendition of the Star-Spangled Banner, described as 

the “epitome of the countercultural experience,” Jimi Hendrix came to Louisiana to perform. It 

was 1968. Hendrix had reason to be wary of Louisiana because later that year George Wallace, 

considered as the epitome of southern segregation, captured the state’s electoral votes. 

 

These two men could not have been more opposite, one from the other. Each despised the other’s 

stance. But they were revered as icons by their generation — a generation that pitted turbulence 

against tolerance — and gave historians a legacy to grapple with forever. 

 

1968 — it was an iconic year. 

 

“In this difficult day, in this difficult time for the United States, it is perhaps well to ask what 

kind of a nation we are and what direction we want to move in,” said Robert F. Kennedy, 

delivering the “sad news” that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., had been shot and killed. Two months 

later, another assassin’s bullets left RFK in a puddle of blood also. 

 

1968 — it was an abrupt end to innocence and hope. 

 

That year the bells also tolled for thousands of American boys in Vietnam, and they tolled for the 

massacred women, children, and men at My Lai. 

 

1968 — it was rude and ruthless. 

 

Yet it also brought the country’s first manned spaceship to the moon, and added Big Macs to 

McDonald’s menus nationwide. It turned a presidential widow into Jackie O, and introduced the 

black power salute at the Olympics. For some, it brought music that would never grow old.  

 

Louisiana was part of 1968. But what does that mean? Did the state embrace the year, or ignore 

it? What did its headlines say? Fifty years later, we go back and find out what happened once 

upon a time in Louisiana. 

 

Derek W. Foster, Upper Iowa University, Alexandria 

 

“‘But they comes a day…’: Narrative Technique in Gaines’ A Gathering of Old Men” 

 

Current Louisiana authors continue to explore the state’s rich history and culture, though often 

with a new twist.  Written in 1983, Ernest J. Gaines’ A Gathering of Old Men involves a 

complex story told through the voices of fifteen different narrators—black, white, Cajun, and 

Creole. Set in the 1970s, the plot stems from a single incident—the shooting of Beau Boutan, a 

white Cajun, and the subsequent conspiracy to protect Mathu, the black man assumed to be the 

perpetrator.        

 

Louisiana folklore is an integral part of Gaines’ fiction. Growing up on a plantation in Pointe 

Coupee Parish, Gaines knows firsthand the importance of the oral tradition in his rural, black, 
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and bilingual culture. The use of oral storytelling provides the basis for his narrative style. As a 

storyteller, Gaines places his readers in the middle of the action as the various narrators reveal 

themselves and their own experiences, little by little. Each narrator tells a part of the story, each 

picking up where the other left off, following the traditional storytelling pattern common in 

South Louisiana. A Gathering of Old Men is about people who have never had a voice in getting 

their say; therefore, Gaines makes the voices of the black characters central to his novel. 

Through his usage of multiple narrators, Gaines leaves his readers with a gripping tale involving 

the interdependence of men and masculinity, race, society and class, and power.   

 

Marcy Frantom, Independent Scholar 

 

“Conversations on Women and Being a Woman at Oakland Plantation with Mrs. Vivian 

Prudhomme Flores Duggan” 

After their Bicentennial working plantation was purchased by the National Park Service in 1997, 

the Prud’homme family kindly volunteered their time, photographs, memories, and advice to aid 

workers in the interpretation and preservation of the family farm. Mrs. Vivian Duggan’s 

affection for the people and activities at Oakland Plantation are palpable in this excerpt of 

conversations centered around her experiences with women including roles women played at the 

plantation, social events, courtship, gardening, and values. Today, feminine descendants of the 

family celebrate their heritage each year at the Tour of Homes which also serves as a reunion 

opportunity for family out-of-towners. Oakland Plantation is a part of the Cane River Creole 

National Historical Park near Natchitoches, Louisiana.            

 

Bernard Gallagher, LSU Alexandria 

 

“Louisiana Rumble: Motorcycles Welcome But Not Required” 

 

My presentation will investigate the phenomenon of motorcycle rallies that attract more RVs 

than motorcycles. It will explore who comes to this event, where they come from, and their 

reasons for coming to Louisiana Rumble, an event just entering into its second year this 

September of 2018. Anyone over the age of 21 can attend Louisiana Rumble, a bike rally that is 

sponsored biannually in Acadia and is dedicated to re-inventing and re-invigorating the 

Motorcycle Rally. The Adults Only Party features live music by a variety of cover bands 

(Roadhouse Atlanta, OMG, Chubby Carrier and the Bayou Swamp Band) Bike Contests (Best in 

Show, Best Touring, Best Paint Job, Best Old Bike, etc.), Slowest Bike Race, Drive-by Shooting 

(paint ball guns and cardboard figures), Wet Tee-shirt Contests, Breezy Rides, Awards for Best 

Campsite, and a Crawfish Cook-Off, etc.  

 

Jeran Spencer Gallimore, McLennan Community College 

“Cajun Almanac: How the residents of the German Coast harvested nature during various 

seasons (c. 1720-1950)” 

Harvesting nature from the German Coast (specifically St. John Parish) followed a predictable 

order that was controlled mainly by season and the Mississippi River water levels. An example is 

that in January was the season for hunting and trapping. As the year progressed, the harvest was 
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changed by a variety of factors to fishing, frogging, shrimping, crawfishing, etc. In general, what 

was harvested and the methods of collection were learned from the aboriginal Americans and 

remained but little changed during the centuries.    

 

Amy Martinez Garcie, Northwestern State University 

       

“Folk Remedies in Sabine Parish” 

 

Once Upon a Time in the small Ebarb/Zwolle communities of Sabine Parish, located in 

northwest Louisiana, there were special persons who were known to be able to cure illnesses by 

using a gift from God. These healers, sometimes known as “curanderos” used parts of plants and 

trees, animals, and sometimes alcohol and coins to heal common symptoms such as coughs, 

nausea, sore throats, and earaches. Other treatments used were known to induce labor, stop 

bleeding, and reverse asthma. This presentation will quickly touch on these symptoms, illnesses, 

and the treatments used to treat these conditions. 

 

Brandon Granger, Louisiana Scholars’ College 

 

“An Examination of the Caddo Religion” 

 

The Caddo tribe lived in the central and southern areas of North America. More specifically, 

they resided in the areas spanning between southwestern Arkansas, northeast Texas, eastern 

Oklahoma, and northern Louisiana. The Caddo were an extremely religious tribe. In fact, due to 

the combination of spiritual and political roles fulfilled by their chiefs, they could be categorized 

as a theocracy. Regardless of how one categorizes them, their religion played an important role 

in their society. It dominated social and political aspects of life. Therefore, it would be vital for 

anyone interested in learning about the Caddo to take the time to examine their religious beliefs. 

In turn, this knowledge could provide insight into their politics, economics, and other aspects of 

their culture. The starting point for understanding the Caddo should be their general religious 

beliefs. A list of common religious topics may include: aspects and qualities of God or gods, 

existence of other spiritual beings, creation or preservation of the universe, the soul, the afterlife, 

and the existence of evil. While this list may differ according to others, it appears that the 

Caddo’s religion dealt with each of these topics, all of which in some way can influence the 

habits of a society, provided that the beliefs are strongly held. Therefore, it would be prudent to 

examine the Caddo’s views on each of these topics. This will be done by using first-hand 

accounts and religious narratives passed down from previous generations of the Caddo tribe.   

 

Hiram “Pete” Gregory, Northwestern State University 

  

“Cuentos, Reports and Retorts: Changing Narratives on the Sabine River” 
 

Story-telling is the South is often cited as the root of everyone from Mark Twain to Ron Bragg. 

In an age of electronics the venues for narratives, except online, may have switched. Audio-

visual story-telling vis radio and television did not seem to replace live performances of music or 

oral traditions except in frequency.  
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Along the Sabine River, in northwestern Louisiana, socio-cultural isolation preserved an island 

of Indo-Hispanic culture centered about the Ebarb community and the neighboring town of 

Zwolle (it occupies part of Vallecillo, an older settlement). 

 

Story-telling has been part of that community for a very long time. In the 1970’s people were 

upset by the political machinations that created Toledo Bend reservoir and displaced much of the 

community along the river. Older people, the source of traditional culture, were displaced, and 

people who had raised cattle and hogs lost their livelihood. People had to adjust quickly. Land 

developers promised lots of tourism, and bought and sold lots of land on the edge of the 

reservoir, most of which the displaced folks could not afford. Long forced together by fierce 

Anglo-dominated groups whose tradition held these “others” who had been there for over a 

century were all “Mexicans” or newcomers from the south, the people were scattered. Not 

affluent, many not legally owning the land they had lived on and had free use of for generations, 

people began to re-group. Anthropologists, folklorists, and linguists began to tell people outside 

the community new stories about the culture. As the Spanish language was dying, linguists began 

to realize it was one of the least changed of all the colonial Spanish dialects in the Americas. 

Ethnologists began working with the American Indian and/or Spanish groups on projects to get 

state and federal recognition, and archaeologists began working on the mission and presidio of 

Los Adaes, the ancestral base of the people. A whole new venue for story-telling opened up. This 

time the story-telling was by outsiders with different agendas. People soon found their own 

voices. Younger people began to tell their own stories—their own way!—in photography, 

narrative histories, and art. 

 

Events like pow wows and “gatherings and walks” appeared, new voices for older roots. Literary 

telling as opposed to oral telling of the stories has begun. The community tradition has passed on 

into literate, more technology-oriented formats, but it remains as a boundary setting device for 

community membership and identity. 

 

This discussion will present the change and continuity in the kinds of narratives that involve the 

community and some of the synthesis that resulted. The ethno-Genesis of a new community 

narrative and its impacts. 

 

Wesley Harris, Louisiana State Park Service and the University of Phoenix 

 

“U.S. Highway 80: America’s ‘True Mother Road’” 

 

U.S. Highway 80 is the only American thoroughfare to stretch continuously from coast to coast. 

While much of it has been abandoned or decommissioned, before the Interstate System was 

created, Highway 80, also known as the Dixie Overland Highway, was the primary east-west 

thoroughfare in the southern half of the nation. It originally ran from Savannah, Georgia to San 

Diego, California. 

 

Some have called it America’s “True Mother Road,” referring to the moniker given to U.S. 

Route 66, advancing the idea that U.S. 80 probably carried more people west seeking new 

fortunes than the shorter route running from Chicago to Los Angeles. 
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U.S. Highway 80 has been the scene of significant historical events. President John F. Kennedy 

was traveling on U.S. 80 in Dallas when he was shot and killed. One of the best known civil 

rights protests in American history—the series of marches from Selma to Montgomery and 

“Bloody Sunday”—occurred on U.S. 80. 

 

Within Louisiana, U.S. 80 stretches completely across the state from Mississippi to Texas, 

passing numerous military facilities, three 4-year state universities, and most of the parish seats 

of the parishes it crosses. 

 

Highway 80 served as the “main street” for Tallulah, Delhi, Monroe, West Monroe, Ruston, 

Arcadia, Minden, Bossier City, and Shreveport. Before construction of Interstate 20, most of 

those city’s movie theaters, motor hotels, service stations, courthouses, and major businesses 

were located on U.S. 80. 

 

The paper will examine the importance Highway 80 to the economic, cultural, and historical 

legacy of Louisiana. 

 

Lauren Henley, University of Texas at Austin  

 

Daniel Schnopp-Wyatt, Lindsey Wilson College  

 

“‘Wholesale Slaughter’: Clementine Barnabet and the Church of Sacrifice”  

 

Early in the second decade of the twentieth century, a series of violent murders swept through 

southwestern Texas and southeastern Louisiana, leaving entire families slaughtered in their 

homes. Report after report tried to make sense of the seeming madness, linking questions of race, 

religion, and motive into a panic-inducing narrative. Black families were targeted. A sacrificial 

church was involved. The railroad facilitated murderous movement. Blame was laid on a young 

black woman at the heart of the story. Clementine Barnabet became the individual most readily 

associated with the slayings, despite glaring discrepancies in her accounts, available evidence, 

and the chronologies of the crimes. Variously considered the mastermind behind the murders, a 

mere follower of the syncretic cult, and the scapegoat of a larger, more sinister plan, Barnabet 

was eventually sentenced to life in prison at the Louisiana State Penitentiary. Yet in 1923, after 

just ten years behind bars, she was released and disappeared. Despite the tantalizing nature of 

this narrative—female serial killer, religious insanity, racially identifiable victims, and multi-

town mayhem included—few scholars have sought to grapple with these intertwining stories. 

Indeed, the interplay of fantastical fiction with gruesome realities complicates what is unknown 

(and unknowable) about Clementine Barnabet. Even so, recounting the terror which gripped 

local communities for years provides insight into a troublingly illustrative moment in Louisiana’s 

history. Once upon a time, the name Clementine Barnabet struck fear not just in the region, but 

throughout the nation. 

 

Katrina Jordan, Northwestern State University  

 

Michelle Fazio-Brunson, Northwestern State University  
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Debra Jo Hailey, Southeastern State University  

 

Faith Stanfield, Northwestern State University  

 

“Louisiana in Children’s Literature” 

 

This session will highlight examples of children’s literature that are written about Louisiana by 

authors from Louisiana. Examples include Petit Rouge by Mike Artell and the Cajun Night 

Before Christmas by “Trosclair.” Presenters will share excepts, illustrations, and author bios.  

 

Phyllis Lear, Northwestern State University  

“The Travels of Poverty Point Objects to A Little Mound in Arkansas” 

Poverty Point Objects (PPOs) are small artifacts that were made from silty-clayey soils by 

peoples of the Poverty Point culture in and near northeastern Louisiana between about 1500 and 

1200 B.C. They were made in many shapes, and sometimes decorated. Recently a refined 

typology of their forms has been developed and used in Louisiana. This study extends the 

application of that typology to the Lake Enterprise Mound site (3AS379), a small, very late (c. 

1200 B.C.) Poverty Point culture site in southeasternmost Arkansas. The Lake Enterprise PPO 

assemblage, like that of other small Poverty Point sites studied so far, appears impoverished by 

comparison with that from the great Poverty Point site itself. 

Michael E. Matthews, Northwestern State University 

“Eugene Payne Watson: The Man, the Fraternity, and the Library” 

Eugene Payne Watson (June 29th, 1911-February 29
th

, 1964), librarian, Catholic, scholar, chess 

aficionado, and polio survivor, achieved much in his brief span of fifty-two years. Watson 

graduated with honors from Northwestern State University (then Louisiana State Normal 

College) in 1933 and concluded his masters in English literature at the Louisiana State 

University in 1934. From 1937 to 1940 he served as assistant librarian and then as university 

librarian until his death from a cerebral hemorrhage. Eugene Watson was, as a brief 

autobiography among his papers austerely describes, “…stricken with infantile paralysis” during 

the early 20th century, when 18% of all children diagnosed with poliomyelitis died, and those 

who survived were permanently afflicted. Like his brother Arthur “Speedy” Watson, Eugene 

compensated for his physical disability by propelling himself into a variety of different activities 

through sheer determination and a desire to lead. Personal recollections of Watson by peers and 

students report that he was tireless worker at a wide variety of tasks and disciplines—a 

Renaissance man in a time that increasingly demanded academic specialization. From 1950 to 

1961, the establishment of Alpha Beta Alpha—the only co-educational library fraternity at the 

time—occupied a majority of Watson’s “free time.” Over this ten-year period Watson gradually 

built a national reputation as a leader in librarianship for his work in recruitment of new 

librarians to the profession. This presentation will focus on Eugene Watson, the expansion of 
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Alpha Beta Alpha into a national fraternity of forty-five chapters, and conclude with a brief 

discussion of the library which memorializes his memory.  

Sarah E. McFarland, Northwestern State University 

 

“Narratives of Disease on the Climate-Changed Louisiana Coast” 

 

For many Americans, Hurricane Katrina’s destruction of the Gulf in 2005 was the first indication 

that environmental change might threaten the United States. Once the floodwaters receded, New 

Orleans and other flooded coastal communities had to deal with demoralized and traumatized 

populations, mold growth, polluted soils and waterways, destroyed infrastructures, and disease. 

Many evacuees suffered from methicillin-resistant Staph (MRSA) infections, tuberculosis, 

various gastrointestinal illnesses including norovirus, and upper respiratory infections, and the 

Centers for Disease Control concluded that climate change requires enhanced infectious disease 

surveillance and outbreak response preparation. The World Health Organization has warned that 

contagious diseases are increasing as a result of “the combined impacts of rapid demographic, 

environmental, social, technological and other changes in our ways-of-living. Climate change 

will also affect infectious disease occurrence.” Climate-sensitive diseases (malaria, dengue fever, 

West Nile virus, cholera, and Lyme disease, for example) are expected to worsen as climate 

change results in higher temperatures and more extreme weather events. 

This presentation focuses on post-apocalyptic fiction set in Louisiana, chiefly Sherri L. Smith’s 

dystopian novel Orleans (2013), to scrutinize the ways that speculative narratives imagine the 

potential societal consequences of climate-change induced disease in the Anthropocene. 

Fran Middleton, Independent Scholar  

 

“Rumors, Gossip, and the Poison Pen Letters from ‘the Woman from Across the Tracks’” 

 

This presentation will attempt to identify the writer of the poison pen letters sent to Gertrude 

Dreher, the wife of Dr. Thomas Dreher, who along with his alleged paramour Ada Bonner 

LeBoeuf, was accused of and found guilty of conspiring to murder Ada’s husband James 

LeBoeuf. The verdict resulted in their February 1, 1929 hanging in the Franklin jail. 

 

In an August 1
st
 interview with three reporters representing three New Orleans papers, Ada 

mentions the letters sent to Mrs. Dreher from the never named “woman from across the tracks” 

who may have been Mrs. Robert E. Toerner (nee Laura Jeanette Hamilton). She had written a 

letter to the editor of one of the New Orleans papers defending Dr. Dreher. Mrs. Toerner’s 

published letter was written in response to Meigs Frost’s July interview of columnist Dorothy 

Dix who describes Dreher as a weak, backslapping, hard drinking, card playing, teller of dirty 

jokes—none of which was true. Tax records, conveyances, mortgages, and wills found in the St. 

Mary parish court house in Franklin will be used to argue that Laura Hamilton Toerner is the 

probable sender of the poison pen letters. 

 

Mary Hallock Morris, University of Southern Indiana 
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“Focusing Events, Indicators, and Feedback Loops: Applying the Multiple Streams 

Approach to Disaster Mitigation” 

 

Following a natural disaster, policy makers are tasked with developing policies that focus on the 

long-term mitigation of a repeat occurrence. By using Kingdon’s Multiple Streams Approach to 

analyze a series of natural disasters in southern Louisiana, this research project helps us to 

better understand how the policy process fails or succeeds in preventing similar 

catastrophes. The primary hypotheses presented in this paper are: (1) Focusing events are more 

efficient at opening policy windows than feedback loops and programmatic indicators; (2) that 

technological uncertainty may prevent policy makers from attempting to mitigate future natural 

disasters; and (3) that policy entrepreneurs must be strongly integrated into a policy subsystem in 

order to affect policy change. Finally, (4) when a policy entrepreneur is either unavailable or 

unable to bring together the problem, politics, and policy streams, a network of organized 

interests may work to change the policy narrative, increasing the salience of the issue and 

moving it further up the national and state policy agendas. Four case studies are examined in 

depth, tracing the policy responses to the Mississippi River Flood of 1927, the impacts of 

Hurricane Betsy (1965) and Hurricane Katrina (2005) on New Orleans, and the ongoing loss of 

Louisiana’s coastal wetlands. 

 

Mykenna Grace Nichols, Baylor University 

 

“What is that? (Que C’est Ça): A Compilation of Louisiana-French Plant and Animal 

Names – Part I” 

The presentation is based upon two recently completed books, the first about plants, the other 

about animals, together enumerating approximately 2,100 Louisiana-French names. The essence 

of the presentation is to discuss the Louisiana-French name of plants and animals by explaining 

their identities with reference to an English and scientific name. All organisms discussed in the 

presentation are either native to that part of Louisiana where French is (or was) spoken, or the 

organism have become naturalized (of foreign origin but established and reproducing as though a 

native). Each name mentioned will be discussed as to origin, derivation, and language 

(aboriginal, French, Spanish, etc.), meaning, identity (equivalent English name), and most 

importantly the scientific name. 

Although the ability to use French names has diminished as French has yielded to English, a 

major source of names were those provided by Louisianans who still use them. Additionally, 

names are commonly aboriginal in origin, but have been “mangled” by conversion into a variety 

of European languages (primarily French, but also English, Spanish, German, and Portuguese).   

Louisianans may find these dual names interesting as they become aware of the uses made of 

these resources, methods of collection or cultivation, and the accompanying folklore, mentioned 

briefly in this presentation. Those topics are primarily presented in Part II of What Is That? I. 

(Que C’est Ça?).  

 

Sophia Kathleen Ortegon, Cedar Valley College and DeSoto High School 

 



28 

 

“What is that? (Que C’est Ça): A Compilation of Louisiana-French Plant and Animal 

Names – Part II” 

 

This presentation includes a survey of selected Louisiana-French names of plants and animals.  

Based upon a compilation of over 2,100 Louisiana French names of plants and animals, is 

basically a continuation Que C’est Ça? I. This English presentation will focus on the Louisiana–

French names and uses made of these resources, with particular attention to the Doctrine of 

Signatures, methods of collection or cultivation, and accompanying folklore and economic 

importance. Examples of organisms mentioned are rattlesnake master (herbe à serpent à 

sonnette), blue waterleaf (piquant bleu), spittle bug (crachet à serpent à sonnette), white ibis 

(bec-croche), yellow water-lotus (volée), and others. 

 

Jonathan Price, University of West Florida 

“Gens de Couleur Libres: Furniture Built by Freemen of Color in Antebellum New 

Orleans” 

 

Material culture scholars’ focus on the furniture of New England and the Mid-Atlantic states has 

resulted in insufficient representation of furniture produced in the South. What some researchers 

have deemed to be a willful avoidance of Southern furniture resulted in an unfortunate omission 

of the narrative of free African-American furniture builders, active from 1800 to 1860.
1
 Of 

specific note are the New Orleans furniture builders, referred to as free men of color. These 

builders inhabited a unique place in the Southern social hierarchy, occupying the precarious 

position between that of slaves and free whites. This presentation will examine a set of father-son 

builders who thrived in antebellum New Orleans, Dutreuil Barjon, Sr. and Dutreuil Barjon, Jr., 

who not only imported furniture but built their own as well. Mixing classic motifs along with the 

latest trends brought by ships to the international port of New Orleans, their furniture reflected a 

mix of prevalent styles in the United States and Europe. 

 

The focal point of this analysis, the Barjons’ pieces, will be compared to furniture made by their 

white contemporaries in the North and South. Through this process, similar techniques, 

influences, and material selection will show that these free black furniture makers wielded great 

skill that rivaled their Northern counterparts’ skills, deeming their work worthy of similar study. 

 

The Barjons’ contribution to Louisiana’s and the United States’ material culture aides in bringing 

forward the complete history of the antebellum United States. Historical scholarship that does 

not include the works of these free men of color from the early 1800s until 1860 is insufficient to 

represent the deep history of Louisiana artisans. This paper seeks to acknowledge the profound 

impact the Barjons had on U.S. material culture and to situate their contributions within the 

existing study of Louisiana’s history.  

 

Elise H. Reed, Grambling State University 

 

                                                           
1
 McInnis, Maurie D, “Little of Artistic Merit? The Problem and Promise of Southern Art History,” American Art Vol 19, No. 2 (Summer 2005). 

11. 
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“Building a Partnership for Long-Term Recovery of Ouachita Parish-Grambling State 

University and the Concerned Clergy of Monroe” 

 

The March 2016 Flood Event (FEMA-DR-4263) caused widespread flooding throughout 

Ouachita Parish, which is located in the northeast region of the state. The blight of the flooding 

damaged 5,357 privately owned homes, 5,230 rental units, and 640 commercial structures. Some 

areas of the parish were flooded for days, whereas, other areas remained flooded for weeks. 

Flood recovery efforts have required a collaborative approach between federal, state, and local 

entities. Additionally, survivors of this natural disaster are coping with property damage, 

financial losses and post-traumatic stress. According to the Child and Youth Recovery Planning 

Workshop Summary (2017), the impact of the floods on children, youth, and their families poses 

challenges requiring additional attention due to this population’s unique post disaster 

vulnerabilities. In an effort to meet the unmet recovery needs of Ouachita Parish, Grambling 

State University (GSU) and the Concerned Clergy of Monroe have entered into a Memorandum 

of Understanding. The School of Social Work at GSU has embarked upon a mission driven goal 

to address the needs of the parishes’ most vulnerable population, children and youth, through the 

facilitation of a Youth Empowerment Program. The program utilizes master level students in the 

provision of individual, group, and family therapy, as well as, educational sessions targeting key 

behavioral health issues. The program includes a Youth Empowerment Coalition and a job 

incentive component. Program design supports not only the citizenship of the state of Louisiana, 

but its overall economic growth. It is the ambition of the collaborative members of this initiative 

that the Youth Empowerment Program will become an integral and sustainable support system in 

Ouachita Parish during this season of recovery. 

 

Works Cited  

 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response. (2017). Child and youth  

recovery planning workshop summary. Ouachita Parish, Louisiana.  

     

Allison Rittmayer, Northwestern State University  

“Inspired by Caroline Dormon: A Film Screening” 

 

This proposal is for a screening of three short films experimental inspired by the poetic works of 

Caroline Dormon. While Dormon is best known as a botanist, horticulturist, and preservationist, 

she was also an active writer. These films will explore the way Dormon’s poetry connects to her 

interest in the natural world. As such, they will add a new dimension to the story of Dormon’s 

life. These are new works that would be debuting at the Louisiana Studies Conference. 

 

Hannah Sedatol, Northwestern State University 

     

Amy Martinez Garcie, Northwestern State University  

 

“Healing by French Louisiana Traiteurs” 
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Once Upon a Time in the deep Southern parishes of Louisiana, there were local faith healers who 

were known as traiteurs. These traiteurs used prayer as the primary mechanism of healing. This 

power point presentation will describe the history of traiteurs, treatments used, diseases treated, 

and their unique role in the health paradigm.  

John “Pudd” Sharp, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

 

“Dr. Patricia Rickels” 

Dr. Patricia Kennedy Rickels (1927-2009) was a beloved instructor and mentor and an esteemed 

scholar. Known to most as simply “Dr. Pat,” Rickels was a fixture at the University of Louisiana 

at Lafayette, where she served as an administrator and taught from 1957-2007, offering 

instruction in English, Folklore, African-American literature, and was one of the creators of the 

Honors Program. Dr. Pat’s folklore classes were popular, and conducting fieldwork was always a 

part of the curriculum. Upon her death, her student fieldwork collection (as well as her own) was 

transferred to the Archives of Cajun and Creole Folklore to be archived and offered for public 

use. The contents of the almost twenty boxes span work from the mid-1960s to 1990s, and offer 

insight into the rich culture of Louisiana, both into the evolving interests of her students and of 

Dr. Rickels herself. It is a fascinating and broad ranging collection, covering foodways, healing 

traditions, medicinal plants, civil rights, Native American traditions, instrument makers, 

musicians, monster legends, Mardi Gras, Cajun and Creole storytelling, and vernacular 

architecture. This talk will cover a few highlights of the collection, from buried treasure to a 

recipe for cockroach tea.  

Jay Udall, Nicholls State University 

  

“Louisiana Animal Narratives: Five Poems” 

 

One does not meet oneself until one catches the reflection from an eye other than human. 

                                                                                                              —Loren Eiseley 

 

These five story poems complement and counter the way in which we frame narratives from an 

exclusively human perspective; they explore interactions between humans and other animals 

common to Louisiana—love bugs, crawfish, armadillos, feral cats, etc.—in an effort to imagine 

the lives of these creatures, a task that may ultimately be impossible but is worth attempting for 

how it can help us to know ourselves and our deepest connections to the Earth. The poems arise 

from an evolutionary perspective, seeing other creatures and ourselves as part of a single family, 

thereby placing the human story in a broader context. 

 

The five poems I will present are “Love Bugs,” “To an Armadillo,” “To Feed the Feral,” 

“Crawfish Vision,” and “Before the Harvest.” All of these pieces appear in my recently released 

volume, Because a Fire in Our Heads (Texas A&M University Press), winner of the 2017 X.J. 

Kennedy Award. 
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Fabiola Varela-García, University of Wisconsin Eau Claire 

Lauren M. Pakanich, University of Wisconsin Eau Claire 

“Se que simos americanos pero sangre d’español. The Isleño Decima and Identity Pride in 

Louisiana”  

The décimas of Saint Bernard Parish reflect how the Isleños of Louisiana managed to preserve 

their language, culture and identity heritage in an Anglo-speaking enclave for over 200 years.  

 

The Isleños are the descendants of Canary Islands migrants that Governor Gálvez brought to 

Louisiana to colonize in 1788. They settled in colonies, introduced the décimas—oral literary 

compositions—and passed them down to their descendants who quickly recreated them 

incorporating Hispanic neighboring elements capturing everyday community events.   

 

It is common that in isolated and traditional speech communities, it is the old, illiterate women 

who act as the community language, culture and identity repositories. The fact that it has been 

mainly Isleño males who have been the community language and identity keepers through 

décima composition and singing makes this case a unique one. Fishing soon became a livelihood 

among Isleños when trapping and truck- agriculture proved insufficient. Over months, the men 

would venture in the Gulf of Mexico where crew members, often from two or three boats, would 

gather at night to share supper, worries and décima singing and composition. 

   

To think about Isleños is to think about décimas and their most prominent singers: Irván Perez, 

Chelito Campos (both deceased) and Alfred Perez. They all were recognized for their efforts to 

preserve their heritage through décima compositions. Academicians both in the United States 

(Samuel Armistead, Lipski) and in Spain (Manuel Alvar López) visited the Isleños’ community 

and wrote and published about them. I also had the privilege to spend a few summers and 

conduct fieldwork with them years ago. We would like to honor the community and these unique 

Isleño figures: Irván Perez, Chelito Campos—102 years old at the time of my last interview—

and Alfred Perez, community leaders, décima singers and identity and language keepers. 

 

Mary Linn Wernet, Northwestern State University  

 

“Once Upon a Time in Louisiana, Researchers Determined to Write about Louisiana, 

Found Rich Resources in the NSU Cammie G. Henry Research Center and Published 

Wondrous and Widely Read Articles, Monographs and Series on Louisiana People, Places, 

Culture and Events” 

 

Once upon a time, there was an Archivist who decided to leave her position at the Louisiana 

State Archives in Baton Rouge and apply for a position as University Archivist at Northwestern 

State University of Louisiana in Natchitoches, Louisiana. The Archivist was hired in August 

1988 as University Archivist at NSU in the Cammie G. Henry Research Center. Among the 

many duties of the newly hired University Archivist was to assist researchers with their research 

questions concerning Louisiana people, places, culture and events. From 1988 to date, the 

University Archivist has assisted a multitude of researchers from a wide array of disciplines on 

various Louisiana subjects. The presentation will highlight researchers who have utilized the 
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Louisiana related collections in the Cammie G. Henry Research Center and have published 

works on Louisiana topics.  

 

Tom Whitehead, Professor Emeritus, Northwestern State University 

 

“Sidebars to the Career of Clementine Hunter”              

 

During Clementine Hunter’s almost 50 years of painting pictures, scores of friends, 

acquaintances and Melrose visitors proved instrumental in advancing the artist’s career. 

Nevertheless, with only rare exceptions, her innate talent and independent spirit remained 

unchanged. How those who came in contact with Hunter enhanced awareness of the artist has 

never been fully explored. This aspect of the artist’s career will form the framework of the 

presentation.  

 

The writings of François Mignon, born Frank Vernooy Mineah, provide a narrative of her career, 

beginning with the first mention of Clementine Hunter painting in December 1939. James 

Register, writer and a man of many stories, joined Mignon early in promoting the artist’s work.  

Visitors over the years to Melrose, until its sale in 1971, became intrigued with the Cinderella 

story of Clementine Hunter, the self-taught plantation artist. They included Clarence John 

Laughlin, renowned New Orleans photographer; Alberta Kinsey, New Orleans artist; Carolyn 

Ramsey, photographer and filmmaker; and Lyle Saxon, acclaimed Louisiana writer.  

 

Others, whose visits to Clementine Hunter’s house impacted the artist’s career, included Dr. 

Robert Ryan, New Orleans surgeon and collector; Dr. Mildred Bailey, writer and educator at 

Northwestern State University in Natchitoches; Ann Brittain, whose visits to Melrose with her 

mother Ora Garland Williams started as a child in the late 1930s; Minnesota-based author Hugh 

Schoephoerster, who wrote and lectured on the artist and sponsored exhibitions of her work in 

the Midwest; internationally known theatrical writer/producer, Robert Wilson, who 

commissioned the opera Zinnias, The Life of Clementine Hunter; Craig Claiborne, long-time 

New York Times food writer who donated a Hunter quilt to the Culinary Institute of America; 

the late comedienne Joan Rivers whose visit with the artist resulted in a color Hunter image on 

the front page of a section in the New York Times; and Larry Borenstein and friend Alan Jaffe 

whose purchases of Hunter originals at the 1971 Melrose auction resulted in eventual donations 

and sales to major collections around the country.  

 

During Clementine Hunter’s almost 50 years of painting pictures, scores of friends, 

acquaintances and Melrose visitors proved instrumental in advancing the artist’s career. 

Nevertheless, with only rare exception, her innate talent and independent spirit remained 

unchanged. How those who came in contact with Hunter enhanced awareness of the artist has 

never been fully explored. This aspect of the artist’s career will form the framework of this 

presentation. 

 

David Yarbrough, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

 

Steven Gruesbeck, Northwestern State University  
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“Civil Legal Needs, Social Justice, and Louisiana”  

 

This presentation focuses on the outcomes of survey of the types of civil (non-criminal) legal 

problems faced by residents of Louisiana. This research project was supported through funding 

from the Louisiana State Bar Association. Responses from residents living around the state were 

used for the primary statistical analyses. Representative sampling was obtained through online 

surveys. Approximately one-half of respondents reported encountering at least one (non-

criminal) legal problem within the last two years. Common legal issues involved employment, 

family and consumer problems, as well as disaster recovery. About one-half of those with legal 

problems indicated that they did not receive help for their problems because they did not know 

where or who to ask for help. 

 

Legal Services Corporation (LSC) is the largest funder of civil legal aid for low-income 

individuals in the United States. The corporation was established to assure equal access to justice 

under the law for all Americans. In cooperation with the Louisiana Bar Association and law 

firms throughout the state, high-quality civil (non-criminal) legal assistance is made available at 

low or no cost to all citizens of Louisiana.  

 

By surveying Louisianans across the state, we gain a more accurate understanding of the types of 

legal issues faced by low-income individuals and families. This, in turn, may help civil legal aid 

providers target the most relevant types of legal problems and effect greater change in all 

districts of the state.   
 

 
 


