
N3 Style Guide:
The purpose of this document is to guide how N3 and Northwest stations translate their
radio stories for the web. Consistency and clarity make stories more effective. The aim is to
streamline the process of "webifying" our stories across the region. An example of an N3
style script is at the bottom of this document.

'What's our style on...?'
• N3 style first, please.
• N3 style draws on many sources: Associated Press style, NPR style, dictionaries and

other reference works. Special exceptions are noted. In some cases, N3 overrides
industry-standard styles to reflect local preferences. Defer to N3 style first, even in cases
where other style guides disagree.

• If N3 style doesn't cover it, defer to the "AP Stylebook."
• If the "AP Stylebook" doesn't cover it, defer to "Webster's New World College

Dictionary" (fourth edition).
• If Webster's doesn't cover it, defer to the sources listed on Page IX-X of the "AP

Stylebook"(42nd edition, 2007).
• Deviating from N3 style occasionally may be appropriate. Each deviation must be

approved by the N3 regional editor or station news director or editor.

Here are some general pointers for formatting scripts to make them web
friendly:

• Please transcribe the entire script, including full quotes exactly as they are heard on the
radio. Feel free to leave out excessive 'ums' and 'ers', as long as it does not change the
meaning of the quote. It's also acceptable to create fully "webified" text versions of
stories, rather than transcripts of radio pieces.

• Use lower case. NARRATION IN ALL CAPS is hard for webmasters to undo if they
don’t like it. It also looks like you’re shouting.

• Spell out the full name of the speaker and then use quotes when you transcribe a
soundbite. No need for the speaker's titles or honorifics. Ex: Chris Gregoire: "This is the
best damned state I've ever governed."

• Try to match the slug in the filename to the slug on the N3 Daybook, to the extent that
brevity allows.

• Remove mixing directions and soundbite timings from the script that you post. Notations
of sound effects that are relevant to the story flow are okay to keep in, ex. Sound: (car
honking)

• Include a photo caption and weblinks when possible.
• Close each script with your employer’s copyright. Please use the HTML entity for the

copyright symbol: &copy;

African-American



Usually interchangeable with black, but use with caution. (Exception to AP.) Black Americans of
non-African descent, e.g., Caribbean or Hispanic, are not African-Americans. See black.

al-Qaida
International terrorist organization headed by Osama bin Laden.

a.m., p.m.
Lowercase, with periods. Avoid the redundant 10 a.m. this morning.

anonymous sources
Use anonymous attribution only when essential and even then provide the most specific possible
identification of the source. Simply quoting "a source," unmodified, is almost always prohibited.
Do not attribute information to sources — anonymous or otherwise — when it is obvious,
common sense or well-known.

Associated Press, The
Use The Associated Press on first reference (the capitalized article is part of the formal name).
On second reference, the AP (no capital on the) may be used. But: Use AP in datelines and
citations. See citations.

audio editing
Do not edit audio recordings of the US president — the only person for whom this rule applies.

black
Preferred alternative to African-American in most cases. Do not use Negro except in the name of
organizations or in quotations. Do not use colored as a synonym. Do not use person (people) of
color.

call letters
Use all caps. Use hyphens to separate the type of station from the base call letters: OPB-TV,
KCTS-TV.

Capitol
Capitalize U.S Capitol, the Capitol, and state Capitol when referring to the legislative buildings
in Washington, D.C., Olympia, Salem and Boise.



capital
Not the legislative buildings in Washington, D.C., Olympia, Salem and Boise. Rather the cities
of Washington, D.C., Olympia, Salem and Boise. Also, wealth in the form of money or assets.

cities and towns
In headlines and copy, any Washington, Oregon and Idaho cities and towns may stand alone
without the state identification. But: Always identify the state in datelines and in the first
reference to the city or town in the story. Duplicate cities and counties should identify the
state. Ex: Redmond, Wash. and Redmond, Ore.

city
Capitalize city if part of a proper name, an integral part of an official name or a regularly used
nickname: Kansas City, New York City, Emerald City, City of Light, Fun City.
Lowercase elsewhere: a Washington city; the city government; the city Board of Education; the
city of Portland.

city council
Capitalize when part of a proper name: the Eugene City Council. Retain capitalization if the
reference is to a specific council but the context does not require the city name: OLYMPIA (AP)
— The City Council... Lowercase in other uses, including plural uses: the council, the Portland
and Yakima city councils, a city council.

Note: The Portland City Council is made up of commissioners, not councilors.

City Hall, city hall
Capitalize with the name of a city, or without the name of a city if the reference is
specific: Bellingham City Hall, City Hall. Lowercase plural uses: the Portland and Seattle city
halls. Lowercase generic uses, including: You can't fight city hall.

citations
In copy
In almost all cases, citations are not required for reporting from the following sources:

• N3
• NPR
• AP



In cases of conflicting information, use reporting from sources in the order they are listed above,
or consult the N3 Regional Editor or your station News Director.
WEB-ONLY: Do not use reporting from other sources (e.g., The Seattle Times, KGW, The
Oregonian) -- except in extraordinary circumstances. Those exceptions include clear scoops in
which the news outlet clearly breaks new ground.

In link text
Citations need only appear when linking to external sites (e.g., marketplace.org,
onpointradio.org). Use external links sparingly; only link to external content that cannot be
reproduced on your stations web site. Use the name of the organization or program, not the
domain name. Marketplace, not marketplace.org. Citations should appear in parentheses
following the link text, or with a colon preceding the link text.

• Belarus Gets EU Summit Invitation (BBC)
• Only A Game: Pickleball, Anyone?

In photo cutlines
Always cite the source of the image. Use the photographer's name for all images, including
AP photos and courtesy photos (when known). Use parentheses; follow the photographer's name
with a slash and the name of the organization. Courtesy photos should be identified as such, but
commissioned photos or those shared by news partners should not be identified as courtesy
photos.

• (AP) Note: This only applies to hosting websites/stations that subscribe to AP photo
services.

• (Lenny Ignelzi/AP)
• (N3)
• (Chris Lehman/N3)
• (Nancy Cohen/Northeast Environmental Hub)
• (Courtesy Photo)
• (Courtesy of The Huntington Theatre Company)

In bylines
Use the full name of the reporter in all cases. In cases where the story bears no apparent byline,
or in cases where the story derives from multiple sources, use [station] News & Wire Services.
Station or N3 interns are identified by name. Multiple bylines may be appropriate for some
stories. A common example of when to use a double byline is for a host piece produced by
someone else, or a reporter debrief with a host. For reporter debriefs, credit the reporter first and
the host second. Don’t overuse multiple bylines. Sometimes another public radio reporter will
contribute facts, writing or editing to a story but does not quite deserve to share equal credit for a
story. In these cases, use a “contributing line.”



In contributor lines
Contributor lines are italicized and appended to the end of the story text.

• The Associated Press contributed to this report.
• The Northwest News Network's Tom Banse contributed to this report.
• The Northwest News Network's Austin Jenkins and The Associated Press contributed to

this report.

composition titles
Put public radio program titles in italics. (Exception to AP.)
Put quotation marks around book titles, computer game titles, movie titles, opera titles, play
titles, poem titles, album and song titles, non-public radio program titles, television program
titles, and the titles of lectures, speeches and works of art. Use single quotation marks in
headlines.

Coquille
The city in southern Oregon is pronounced koh-KEEL. The tribe in southern Oregon is
pronounced COH-kwell.

courtesy titles (honorifics)
Use Mr. only for the US president and only on second reference. President Obama supports tax
cuts for the middle class. Mr. Obama says he'll work with Congress to pass the bill. Use Dr. only
on first reference for medical doctors and only when relevant to the story.

crowd estimates
Avoid estimating quantities. Do not use crowd estimates from subjective sources, e.g., the
organization that sponsors a protest. If using a third-party crowd estimate, such as one from a
police department, always cite the source.
Try to describe crowds qualitatively.

RIGHT: The protest spanned four city blocks.
RIGHT: The crowd overflowed out of City Hall Plaza.
WRONG: Thousands of people turned out for the rally.
WRONG: About 500 people chanted and waved flags.

datelines
Think of a dateline as the web version of a standard outcue. It tells the reader -- as the SOQ tells
the listener -- that you went somewhere to do this story or that you are reporting from a regional
bureau. The dateline should be the city or town where the preponderance of the information and
tape has been gathered. You have to have gone there to dateline the story there. If the interviews



were done mostly over the phone with people in other places, include no dateline. It would be the
same as if your outcue was "I'm Tom Banse reporting." (See Outcues.)

Portland and Seattle are the only Northwest cities that stand alone in a dateline. All other cities
must precede state abbreviations. The city name should be entirely in capital letters. Datelines
follow these examples:

• SEATTLE
• PORTLAND (exception to AP)
• BOISE (exception to AP)
• OLYMPIA, Wash.
• SALEM, Ore.
• RICHLAND, Wash.
• COEUR D’ALENE, Idaho (not abbreviated)

dates
Always use Arabic figures, without st, nd, rd or th.

December 2 Spell out months (exception to AP)
March 12

See days of the week.

days of the week
Do not abbreviate them. For radio copy, always include the day of the week after today,
yesterday, or tomorrow; for web copy, it's best to take out today, yesterday, or tomorrow and
instead, use the day of the week. For days more than a week in the future or the past, use the
date.

President-elect Barack Obama announced broad economic reforms Friday.
Mr. Obama had not held a news conference since February 12.

See dates.

Dow
Acceptable in headlines and teases as an abbreviation for the Dow Jones Industrial Average. Not
DOW. In copy, use the Dow Jones Industrial Average on first reference and the Dow on
subsequent references.

eco-terrorism vs. eco-sabotage
Eco-sabotage is the preferable term because it is less politically loaded and focuses more on the
act itself rather than the motivation of the suspect in question.

email



Lowercase, no hyphen.

Election Day

Filename
Format your files using these standard naming conventions:

Filename: .wav, .mp3 and .txt files should be named this way: MMDDYY style just for clarity
020609CD_Hanford.wav

(month)(day)(year)(reporter initials)(underscore)(topic)

Example: 020609CD_Hanford.wav (mp3)
This means on February 6, 2009 reporter Cathy Duchamp did a story about Hanford.

Cuts and Copy should be formatted the same, using the name of the person being quoted:

Example: 031009AJ_Gregoire.wav (mp3)
This means on March 10, 2009 Austin Jenkins did a cut and copy that quotes Gov. Chris
Gregoire.

fundraising, fundraiser
When used as a noun, spell as a compound word. When used as a verb, construct as two words:
raising funds, raise funds, etc.

gay marriage
Interchangeable with same-sex marriage and acceptable in all constructions.

governor
Capitalize and spell out as Governor or Governors when used as a formal title before one or
more names. Spell out the word and keep it lowercase when it does not precede a name.

The governor will push for budget cuts.
Governor Chris Gregoire will push for budget cuts.

See titles.

hashmarks (###)
Please do NOT put these at the end of web copy to signify the end of a story.



Headlines
Capitalize the first letter of all word in the headline, including prepositions and articles. Keep it
punchy, short and descriptive. Include a verb if possible.

health care
Health care, no hyphen, in all constructions.

home page
Two words.

HTML
<em>text to appear emphasized (italics)</em>
<strong>text to appear strong (bold)</strong>
<a href="http://www.N3.org/">clickable link text</a>
<img src="http://www.N3.org/images/some-file.jpg" alt="Meaningful description of an image, usually akin to a
caption" />

hyphens
Refer to AP for style. The HTML entity is &ndash;
Em-dashes are coded as &mdash;

index, indexes

Internet
Uppercase.

leads (ledes)
For shared stories to be distributed by N3, the lead should include your station and your location.
Stations are asked to read at least one of these to give credit to the sharing station and tell
listeners where the story was generated. Example: The Washington Supreme Court denied two
requests to stay the execution of Cal Coburn Brown. KUOW’s Patricia Murphy reports from
Seattle.

links

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wbur.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFrqEzf2nEg3cnTvcORhhOrhyrBIzSRc0Q


Internal links
In all links to station website content, omit the root (http://www.opb.org). Internal links
begin with a forward slash. See HTML.

Examples:
A story page: /news/2009/04/18/domestic-violence/
The news page: /news/
The home page: /
The current page: #

Why?
Remember, brevity is good web style. In this case, shorter links yield smaller file sizes and
faster load times. It may seem like a small saving, but those savings add up over time
when multiplied by thousands of story pages over several years.

External links
Before posting an external link, click the link to make sure:

• it works
• the linked material is consistent with N3 and station broadcast standards

Do not post links to material that could be considered objectionable without permission
from an editor. When in doubt, ask an editor.

log on
Avoid this outmoded phrase in promotional copy. Use "go to" or "visit" to prompt a user to go to
a website.

medical research
Always identify the size of the sample and the funding source for the research.

Mini-city
Hyphenate the term if used as an adjective (mini-city development), mini city if standing alone as
adjective and noun (Ballard is a mini city).

MP3
All caps for the audio file format.

names



Use the person's full name on first reference. On subsequent references, use only the last name.
(Exceptions are occasionally appropriate.) Do not use courtesy titles except for the US president
and for medical doctors whose credentials are relevant to the story. See courtesy titles.

N3
On the air, refer to N3 as the Northwest News Network. It is a collaboration of public radio
stations in Oregon, Washington and Idaho. In web copy, it is N3, not NNN (which stands for
National Native News).

nonprofit

Northwest
Capitalize when used to describe a person (Northwest native) or region, but not when giving
directions (northwest corner of the building).

Northwest states (abbreviations)
The Northwest comprises five northwestern states.

• Washington (Wash.)
• Oregon (Ore.)
• Idaho (Idaho)
• Montana (Mont.)
• Alaska (Alaska)

Do not use US Postal Service abbreviations (e.g., OR, WA) except when quoting printed text.

newspaper names
Capitalize the in a newspaper's name if that is the way a publication prefers to be known. Do not
place the name in quotation marks or italics. Lowercase the before newspaper names if a story
mentions several papers, some of which use the as part of the name and some of which do not.
Where location is needed but is not part of the official name, use parentheses: The Huntsville
(Ala.) Times. Consult the International Year Book published by Editor & Publisher to determine
whether a two-name combination is hyphenated. Note: Willamette Week has no the. See
composition titles.

numbers
Spell out numbers one through nine. Use Arabic numerals for 10 and higher.

• She has nine relatives in Utah and 47 in Wyoming.
For time, use numerals and observe AP style. Omit :00 if applicable. Don't include the time zone
except in rare cases to avoid confusion.



• The president’s news conference is scheduled to begin at 9 p.m.
• The rally begins at 1:35 p.m.

For money, always use numerals and remember to remove the word “dollars” in web copy. Feel
free to keep it in radio copy. If you are not specifying an amount of money, only a general idea,
spell it out. Spell out “cents,” and use numerals for any amount of money under a dollar.

• Governor Gregoire’s budget plan includes $20 million in school cuts.
• Governor Otter’s budget plan includes tens of millions of dollars in school cuts.
• The Obama girls receive an allowance of 50 cents a week.

For percentages, always use the numeral and spell out the word percent, in both headlines and
copy. Do not use the % sign.

• 150 percent
• 1 percent
• 0.6 percent

on tape, on the record, on background, on deep background, off the record
These terms are widely misinterpreted and should be avoided in the course of reporting. Instead,
a source should be asked, in plain language, to acknowledge the terms of an interview. If a
source requests to "go off the record," ask the source to define what that means. (Oftentimes, a
source asks to "go off the record" when she actually intends to "go on background.")

N3 defines each term as follows:

on tape
Audio and transcriptions of anything recorded on tape should be considered public. Any and all
parts of the interview may be reported and attributed to the source by name. If a source requests
to go "off the record, " the audio recording must stop and no part of the conversation may be
reported.

on the record
Any and all parts of the interview may be reported and attributed to the source by name. A
source may not want the interview recorded but still feel comfortable speaking on the record.

on background
Reporting may be attributed to the source, but not by name. For example: A senior school official
with intimate knowledge of the district's finances says teacher layoffs are imminent. Reporting on
background should yield further reporting. Make every attempt to verify background information
with other sources on the record. The editor and reporter must agree on how to characterize an
on-background interview for use on air or on the web.

on deep background
This entry remains undefined.



off the record
No part of the conversation may be recorded or reported. The conversation "didn't happen."
Avoid off-the-record conversations unless the source's information is vital to the reporting.

online
Not hyphenated.

Outcues
For a story that's to be distributed by N3, record your narration with a generic outcue, with no
station ID. Example: “I’m Joe Smith in Portland,” or “I’m Joe Smith reporting.” For stories
meant for a specific station, follow that station's conventions for outcues. For on-location
outcues, choose the closest city or town where the preponderance of live tape and information
was gathered. You have to have gone there to report from there. "I'm Anna King in Yakima,
Washington." (See datelines.)

past tense, present tense
See tense.

physician assisted suicide
This term is acceptable, despite objections from right to die advocates. Proponents of "Death
with Dignity" laws in Oregon and Washington argue that the act that was legalized is not
"suicide." They contend the word connotes a state of psychological illness or irrationality that
they believe does not reflect the rational act of hastening an inevitable death. They call the word
"suicide" biased, inaccurate and hurtful to the patients who seek it.

"Suicide" is defined as "the intentional taking of one's own life." That is exactly what these
patients do. This term accurately and specifically describes the action without bias. Other terms
such as "hastened death" and "aid in dying" are appropriate references, but not to the exclusion
of the term "assisted suicide." The alternatives are so vague they could include other actions such
as lethal injections. Those are not allowed under the two state laws. "Death with Dignity" is
acceptable as a description of the law itself. But failing to use the word "assisted suicide" could
be seen as euphemistic and in fact biased in favor of these two state laws.

Polling
Before reporting on a poll or survey, first consider its credibility. Generally, polls with a larger
sample size and smaller margin of error are more credible than ones with a smaller sample size
and larger margin of error. Beware of margins of error +/-5% and above. Also, consider the
source: Polls from partisan firms are not as credible a pollsters who are non-partisan or



independent. When in doubt, ask questions about quality controls and how questions were
phrased. Always identify the size of the sample, margin of error and the funding source for the
research.

president
Identify the US president with a courtesy title. (Exception to AP).

• President Obama (first reference)
• Mr. Obama (subsequent references)

Do not use the president's first name except inside quotations. Do not refer to the president by
last name only. (Exceptions to AP.)

WRONG: Obama said
Do not edit audio recordings of the US president.

pronouncers
When in doubt, add one to your radio copy for names of people and places. Remember, your
story from Puyallup [pyoo-WAH-lup] may air on a station that reaches Cayuse [KIY-yoos]. But
please remove them for web copy.

Puget Sound
Not 'the Puget Sound', except where 'Puget Sound' is used as an adjective: the Puget Sound
region, the Puget Sound economy, etc. ‘The Sound’ okay on second reference.

punctuation
There is no alternative to correct punctuation. Incorrect punctuation can change the meaning of a
sentence, the results of which could be far-reaching. Even if the meaning is not changed, bad
punctuation, however inconsequential, can cause the reader to lose track of what is being said
and give up reading a sentence.
For a complete guide to punctuation, see the "AP Stylebook," p. 322.

reporter quotes
When the voice of the reporter is included in the story, asking a question for example, please
spell out the reporter's full name with the words in quotes, just as you would for the person being
quoted in the story.

SeaTac
Name of the city south of Seattle.



Sea-Tac
Name of the airport south of Seattle.

serial comma (Harvard comma, Oxford comma)
In short: Don't use it.
Do not put a comma before the conjunction in a simple series: The flag is red, white and blue.
Put a comma before the concluding conjunction in a series, however, if an integral element of the
series requires a conjunction: I had orange juice, toast, and ham and eggs for breakfast.
Use a comma before the concluding conjunction in a series of independent clauses. You should
go to your room, you should think about your behavior, and you should apologize.
Use a comma before the concluding conjunction in a complex series of phrases: The main
points to consider are whether the athletes are skillful enough to compete, whether they have the
stamina to endure the training, and whether they have the proper mental attitude.
See punctuation.

show names
See composition titles.

social media
N3's Code of Ethics applies to social media. It's in line with NPR's: Social networking sites, such
as Facebook, MySpace, and Twitter have become an integral part of everyday life for millions of
people around the world. As NPR grows to serve the audience well beyond the radio, social
media is becoming an increasingly important aspect of our interaction and our transparency with
our audience and with a variety of communities. Properly used, social networking sites can also
be very valuable newsgathering and reporting tools and can speed research and extend a
reporter's contacts, and we encourage our journalists to take advantage of them. See NPR's full
policy here.

Sound
Please keep only notations of sound effects that are relevant to the story flow. Keep it simple and
in italics. Ex. Sound: (car honking)

For ease of web use, please remove or don't include mixing directions and soundbite timings in
the script that you post.

sports teams
• Seattle Mariners, MLB, American League, Safeco Field in Seattle.
• Seattle Seahawks, NFL, NFC-West, Qwest Field in Seattle.
• Portland Trailblazers, NBA, Rose Garden in Portland.

http://www.npr.org/about/ethics/social_media_guidelines.html


• Portland Timbers, MLS (in 2011).

state
Lowercase in all constructions: Health care is a big issue in the state of Idaho.

State House
Two words, capitalized, with or without the name of the state. The Washington State House is in
Olympia. Governor Chris Gregoire will visit the State House today. Lower-case only in plural
use. Oregon and Idaho state houses. (Exception to AP.)

Taliban
Not Taleban. (Exception to BBC.)

tense
In radio copy, use present tense where possible but not in cases where it's awkward or incorrectly
changes the meaning of a sentence.

In web copy, in general, use past tense to attribute quotations. However, use present tense in
scene-based storytelling and in cases where a statement or condition is ongoing and not confined
to the past.

"We’ve got to pass the bill. Not only do we have to, but we’re going to," said Rep. Henry
Waxman, D-Calif.
"The basic notion is that, you know, a start-up company looks something like this," says
Tim Rowe, walking down one of the many long, airy corridors of the Cambridge
Innovation Center.

titles
In general, confine capitalization to formal titles used directly before an individual's name. Spell
out full title.

• Senator Patty Murray
• Idaho Lieutenant Gov. Brad Little
• President Obama
• City Councilor Jan Drago
• state Senator Ted Ferrioli
• Governor Ted Kulongoski
• Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner
• Ron Wyden, the senior senator from Oregon, plans to attend.
• Barack Obama is the first president to host a Passover Seder at the White House.



• Rick Wagoner, the former CEO of GM, was forced out by the Obama administration.

tomorrow
Use only in direct quotations and in phrases that do not refer to a specific day. The world of
tomorrow will need additional energy resources. Use the day of the week in other cases. See
days of the week.

toward
Not towards. Also: afterward, backward.

Twitter
Twitter is a group messaging platform designed to allow people to send information to large
numbers of people. It lets users select whether their accounts can be read by the public or if they
are private. Additionally, Twitter users have the option to use aliases as their names.

N3 and station news staff may include a Twitter user name when quoting a tweet if it is posted
publicly, following our general policy about identification and anonymity. Staff should double
check the original tweet and see if the account is private and thus intended not for public
consumption; private accounts are identified by a small icon shaped like a padlock. Twitter may
also say that this user has set their messages to private. Similarly, if N3 and station staff directly
receive a tweet via Twitter's "direct message" function, it is considered a private communication,
so you should err on the side of caution and consider it on background unless the sender notes
otherwise. In some rare cases, a Twitter user may specifically note within a publicly posted tweet
that they do not want to be quoted, and we should take this into consideration as we would other
requests for anonymity.

Note: This style is derived from NPR policy. See Social Media.

United Nations (noun); UN (adjective)
UN without periods (exception to AP).

United States (noun); US (adjective)
US without periods (exception to AP).

universities
First reference should include entire name. Ex: University of Washington. For second reference
or as an adjective, without periods (exception to AP).



UW
WSU
UO
OSU
UI
BSU

website; web
• Not Web site.
• Not Web.

Willamette Week
Weekly newspaper in Portland, name contains no the.

Yakama
Tribe in central Washington. Not the town in central Washington.

Yakima
Town in central Washington. Not the tribe in central Washington.

[New Coastal Weather Radar Wins Funding Headlines should be short. Capitalize the first letter
of every word. -Colin Fogarty 12/18/09 10:21 AM
121709TB_WxRadar.wav :54 spot 12/17/09 Tom Banse/CF Weather] Label audio files with
date, reporter initials and slug. -Colin Fogarty 12/18/09 10:23 AM

OLYMPIA, Wash. - A catch-all budget bill signed by President Obama [this week] Wednesday
includes money to build a long-discussed Doppler weather radar on the Washington coast. The
additional radar could result in better weather forecasts and storm warnings for Northwest
residents. [Correspondent Tom Banse reports.]Date references should be in [brakets] which can
be programmed to be deleted from web text. -Colin Fogarty 12/18/09 10:24 AM

Washington State's Congressional delegation slipped $7 million into the must-pass spending
measure. When combined with a previous down payment, that's enough to build a powerful new
Doppler weather radar. As for its location, University of Washington meteorologist Cliff Mass
calls the Grays Harbor area the “sweet spot.”

Cliff Mass: “It's on the central Washington coast. You can see far out. You can see the entrance
to the Strait of Juan de Fuca and to the Columbia bar, so that's excellent.”Include full name of
source with full quote in "quotes." -Colin Fogarty 12/18/09 10:24 AM



Mass estimates the coastal radar will allow forecasters to give around six hours more advance
warning of incoming trouble. Currently, the Coast Range and Olympic Mountains block National
Weather Service radars from getting a good look offshore. The westernmost towers are at
Camano Island, Washington, Portland and Medford. The Weather Service hopes to have the new
system installed and operational sometime in 2012. [I'm Tom Banse in Olympia.]

[On the web:

Cliff Mass' coastal weather radar page:
http://www.atmos.washington.edu/~cliff/coastalradar.html]
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