NEw HAMPSHIRE DivisioN OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES

State of New Hampshire Department of Libraries, Arts & Historical Resources  603-271-3483
Walker Building, 15 South Fruit 5t, Box 2043, Concord, NH 03302-2043 603-271-3558

June 5, 1989

Virginia Colby, President
Cornish Historical Society
White Swan Farm

Saint-Gaudens Road, RR2, Box 100
Cornish, New Hampshire 03745

Dear Mrs. Colby:
Thank you for your kind letter!

Our request for the Cornish-Windsor Bridge state highway historical marker is
on its way to the Department of Transportation, so that it will be all ready
for processing as soon as the "new year" funds are available. I'm enclosing a
copy of the request, for your files.

Later in the summer, someone from NH DOT will probably contact you to discuss
possible locations for the marker; so be thinking about good places for it—-—
subject, of course, to safety and traffic considerations.

I'm grateful for your patience and perseverance. If you have any questions,
please call,

With appreciation,
Lﬂtﬁﬂa£4%/b{aHV"_““x

Linda Wilson

Deputy SHPO

enclosure

cc: R, Stuart Wallace, Director/SHPO

CB~PR/TA



State of New Hampshire

# /55

Date: June 2, 1989

Department of Libraries, Arts & Historical Resources
DIVISION QF HISTORICAL RESOURCES

Walker Building - 15 South Fruit Street Fite: Cornish—Windso?: Bridge
Box 2043

Concord, New Harnpshire 03302-2043 RE: State Highway Historical
603-271-3483  603-271-3658 Marker Request

70: Frank B- Lindh, Jr., P.E., Traffic Engineer
Administrator, Bureau of Traffic
NH Department of Transportatiom
Sheep Davis Road
Concord NH 03301

REQUEST FOR PURCHASE OF STATE HIGHWAY HISTORICAL MARKER

Please place an order with the NH Division of Purchase & Property for the
following state highway historical marker:

MUNICIPALITY: Cornish, New Hampshire
LOCATION: Along NH Route 12-A at the eastern (NH) end of the Cornish-
Windsor Bridge
CONTACT: Virginia Colby, President
Cornish Historical Society
White Swan Farm
Saint-Gaudens Read, RR2, Box 100
Cornish, New Hampshire 03745
603-675-2209
PROGRAM: Regular (all costs paid by the State of New Hampshire)
MARKER TYPE: Double-sided (same text both sides)
TITLE: CORNISH-WINDSOR BRIDGE
TEXT: Built in 1866 at a cost of $9,000., this is the longest wooden
bridge in the United States and the longest two-span covered
bridge in the world. The fourth bridge at this site, the
460-foot structure was built by Bela J. Fletcher (1811-1877) of
Claremont and James F. Tasker (1826-1903) of Cornish, using a
lattice truss patented by architect Ithiel Town 1in 1820 and
1835, Built as a toll bridge by a private corporation, the span
was purchased by the State of New Hampshire in 1936 and made
toll-free in 1943.
1989
e 7
APPROVAL: Approved: /5// J d%uy/ ,(
Stuart Wailace, Director, NH Division of Historical
Resources —— NH State Historic Preservation Officer
cec: Virginia Colby

CB-PR/TA



State of New Hampshire

Date: June 2, 1989

Department of Libraries, Arts & Historical Resources
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESQURCES

Walker Building — 15 South Fruit Street Fie: Cornish-Windsor Bridge
Box 2043

Concord, New Hampshire 03302-2043 : RE: State Highway Historical
603-271-3483 603-271-3558 Marker Reques t

70. Frank B. Lindh, Jr., P.E., Traffic Engineer
Administrator, Bureau of Traffic
NH Department of Transportation
Sheep Davia Road
Concord NH 03301

REQUEST FOR PURCHASE OF STATE HIGHWAY HISTORICAL MARKER

Please place an order with the NH Division of Purchase & Property for the
following state highway historical marker:

MUNICIPALITY: Cornish, New Hampshire

LOCATION: Along NH Route 12~A at the eastern (NH) end of the Corxnish-
Windsor Bridge

COWTACT:  Virginia Colby, President
Cornish Historical Society
White Swan Farm
Saint-Gaudens Road, RRZ, Box 100
Cornish, New Hampshire 03745
603-675-2209

PROGRAM: Regular (all costs paid by the State of New Hampshire)

MARKER TYPE: Double-sided (same text both sides)

TITLE: CORNISH~WINDSOR BRIDGE

TEXT: Built in 1866 at a cost of $9,000., this is the longest wooden
bridge in the United States and the longest two-span covered
bridge in the world. The fourth bridge at this site, the
460-foot structure was built by Bela J. Fletcher (1811-1877) of
Claremont and James F. Tasker (1826-1903) of Cornish, using a
lattice truss patented by architect Ithiel Town in 1820 and
1835. Built as a toll bridge by a private corporation, the span
was purchased by the State of New Hampshire in 1936 and made
toll-freée in 1943.

1989
APPROVAL: Approved: // g /(@/(/f( Z( Mu

ce:

R4” Stuart Wallace, Director, NH Division of Historical
Resources ~- NH State Historic Preservation Officer

Virginia Colby
CB-PR/TA



VIRGINIA COLBY

WHITE SWAN FARM
SAINT-GAUDENS ROAD, RR 2, BOX 100
CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03745

603-675-2209

May 25, 1989

Linda Ray Wilson, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
State of New Hampshlre

Department of Libraries, Arts & Historlcal Resources
Box 2043

Concord, NH 03302-2043
Dear ﬁinda.

Thank you for advising me about the Cornish-Windsor covered
bridge marker.

I am so glad it will be installed this year. The text is
just fine.

Sincerely,

N
\é-‘ “ .| n.‘ s G&—'Qb
g _J
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NEw HaMPsHIRE DivisioN oF HisTorRICAL RESOURCES

State of New Hampshire Department of Libraries, Arts & Historical Resources 603-271-3483
Walker Building, 15 South Fruit St, Box 2043, Concord, NH 03302-2043 603-271-3558

Virginia Colby ' May 16, 1989

‘White Swan Farm

Saint-Gaudens Road
RR#2, Box 100
Cornish, New Hampshire 03745

Dear Mrs. Colby:

I'm very happy to report that we are at last able to spend more time on the state
highway historical marker program--and that the Cornish-Windsor Bridge is our #1
priority. I'm enclosing a copy of the proposed text (modified slightly, based on
in-house recommendations, from the original submission), for your consideration.

The use of "Cornish-Windsor Bridge" for the title is to conform with the "historic
name' designation in the National Register listing, and with the standard NHDOT
bridge classification system.

With respect to the length, DHR staff checked a number of sources and discovered’
that several lengths have been cited over the years. Among the lengths given are
abutment-to-abutment length, length along the ridge, length of the floor, and length
of the top chords. We chose the latter, as given in Richard T. Dana, The Bridge at
Windsor, Vermont, and Its Economic Implications (N.Y.: Codex Book Co., 1926); we
settled on this not only because 1t has been published as the official length, but
also because Richard Sanders Allen uses it in his Covered Bridges of the Northeast
(rev. ed.), as does Donald C. Jackson, in his Great American Bridges and Dams
(Washington: Preservation Press, 1988). We thought that it would be best to have
the marker information conform to the published dimensionms, particularly since we
expect that many of the visitors to the bridge will be doing so with the Allen
and/or Jackson books in hand!

After you've had a chance to study the revised text, let us know if it's
satisfactory; if it is, we will ask NHDOT to order the marker. Unfortunately,
because of the imminent ending of the state fiscal year, the actual purchase can't
be initiated until after June 30; but that will make it the first marker of the
state's "new year."

With best wishes,
Linda Ray Wilson cc: R, Stuart Wallace, Director/SHPO

Deputy State Historic '”1ﬂ1,h B nis| Lo
Preservation Officer C '

enclosure



Proposed revision to marker text:

CORNISH-WINDSCR BRIDGE

Built in 1866 at a cost of $9,000, this is the longest wooden bridge
in the United States and the longest two-spam covered bridge in the
world. The fourth bridge at this site, the 460-foot structure was
built by Bela J. Fletcher (1811-1877) of Claremont and James F. Tasker
(1826-1903) of Cornish, using a lattice truss patented by architect
Ithiel Town in 1820 and 1835. Built as a toll bridge by a private
corporation, the span was purchased by the State of New Hampshire in

1936 and made toll-free in 1943.

1989
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Virginia Colby
White Swan Farm
Saint-Gaudens Road

RR #2, Box 100 .
Cornish, New Hampshire 03745

Dear Mrs. Colby:

I'm very happy to report that we are at last able to spend more time on the state
highway historical marker program--and thattheCornish-Windsor Bridge is our #1
priority. I'm enclosing a copy of the proposed text (modified slightly, based
on in-house recommendations, from the original = fexxyswrxEsrsigsxaximmx
submission), for your consideration. -

The use of "Cornish~Windsor Bridge" for the title is to conform with the "historic
name" designation in the National Register listing, and with the standard NH
DOT bridge classification system.

After you've had a chance to study the revised text, call us to let us know if
it's satisfactory; if it is, we will ask DOT to order the marker.

With best wishes,

lrw
DSHFPO

%gggﬁ ce: R. Stuart Wallace, Director/SHPO

Markers: Cornish
CB-PR/TA
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15 May 1989

To: Linda
From: Jim
Re: Length of Cornish-Windsor Bridge

I checked a number of sources on this point and discovered
that several lengths have been cited over the years (although,
oddly, Virginia Colby's 466-foot measurement appears to be
unique to her).

Among the lengths given are abutment-to-abutment length, length
along the ridge (used in the NRN, I believe), length of floor, and length of
the top chords. I chose the latter, as given in Richard T. Dana,
The Bridge at Windsor, Vermont, and Its Economic Implications (N.Y.:
Codex Book Co., 1926). 1 settled on this not only because it

has been published as the official length, but also because Richard
Sanders Allen uses it in his Covered Bridges of the Northeast

(rev. ed.), as does Donald C. Jackson, in his Great American
Bridges and Dams (Washington: Preservation Press, 1988), I thought
that if anyone should visit the bridge with a reference in hand,

it might be disconcerting for them to find a marker giving a
different "official" length from their book!

0ddly enough, the construction drawings being used for renovation
give only inexact length measurements.
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Proposed revision to marker text:

CORNISH-WINDSOR BRIDGE

Built in 1866 at a cost of $9,000, this is the longest wooden bridge
in the United States and the longest two-span covered bridge in the
world. The fourth bridge at this site, the 460-foot structure was
built by Bela J, Fletcher (1811-1877) of Claremont and James F. Tasker
(1826-1903) of Cornish, using a lattice truss patented by architect
Ithiel Town in 1820 and 1835. Built as a toll bridge by a private

corporation, the span was purchased by the State of New Hampshire in

1936 and made toll-free in 1943,

1989
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Cornish-Windsor Covered Bridge - Built 1866

The |longest covered bridge in the U.S.A. spans

the |Connecticut River from Cornish, N.H. to Windsor,
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Virginia Colby
White Swan Farm
Saint-Gaudens Road
RR #2, Box 100
Cornish, New Hampshire 03745

Dear Mrs. Colby:

I'm very happy to report that we are at last able to spend more time on the state
highway historical marker program--and thattheCornish~Windsor Bridge is our #1
priority. I'm enclosing a copy of the proposed text (modified slightly, based
on in-house recommendations, from the ' original . f£exxymuxxesuridexariznx
submission), for your consideration. -

The use of "“Cornish~Windsor Bridge" for the title is to conform with the "historic

name" designation in the National Register listing, and with the standard NH
DOT bridge classification system.

After you've had a chance to study the revised text, call us to let us know if
it's satisfactory; if it is, we will ask DOT to order the marker.

With best wishes,

lrw
DSHPO

ce: R. Stuart Wallace, Director/SHPO
Markers: Cornish
CE-PR/TA
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MAR 24 1986
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Proposed Marker Text

Cornish-Windsor Covered Bridge - Built 1866

The longest covered bridge in the U.S.A. spans

the Connecticut River from Cornish, N.H. to Windsor,
Vt. It is 466 feet long, of Tmm?flattice timber
truss design, built by James F. Tasker of Cornish

and Bela Fletcher of Claremont, N.H. It w

purchased by the state inl 1935 and made "toll-free”
in 1943.
National Historic Civil Engiheering Landmark 1970.
National Register of Historic Places 1976.

Longest two-span covered bridge in the world.
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State of New Hampshire ht ~ X HMAC /c‘ .
" Deparument of Libraries, Arts & Historical Resources > CWCB/NR~-N PROP. ¢
TUVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES A CWCB R&C

Prescott Park (1056 Louden Road), Building 2

Bux 856

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

603-271-3483

Shuley Gia 4 ch, € isstonet

State }}/-hscoz:l griiﬁfa:mn (é)r;]flr:er March 3 ’ 1986

Virginia Colby

White Swan Farm
Saint-Gaudens Road

RFD #2, Box 100

Cornish, New Hampshire Q3745

Dear Mrs. Colby:

I am pleased to acknowledge your submission of a proposed text (with. bibliography
and background material) for a state highway historical marker to honor the
"Cornish-Windsor Covered Bridge," which links Cornish, New Hampshire and Windsor,
Vermont. '

Because the bridge joins New Hampshire Route 12-A in Cornish with Bridge Street
in Windsor, it is likely that the marker, if approved by the State Historical
Markers Advisory Committee and the State Historic Preservation Officer, could
qualify for the "regular" marker program, at no cost to the sponsoring organiza-
tion or community ("regular'" markers are limited to ten per year, on the state-
maintained highway system).

The text which you have prepared will be considered by the State Historical
Markers Advisory Committee at its next meeting, which is now scheduled for late
April; I'1l notify you of the conmittee's action on your proposal.

1 want to take this opportunity, too, to thank you for the opportunity to study
your collection of postal cards depicting the Cornish-Windsor Covered Bridge. As
you know, for several years Gary Hume and I have hoped that clear and unequivocal
pictorial evidence would materialize, to show what the bridge looked like at the

end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centurles——particularly with respect
to roofing materials and placement, and sidewall sheathing and openings, as well as
to other better-documented features such as piers and portals. Your postal cards
are the precise, measurable (and in some cases even datable) evidence that we needed
to "see" back in time before the mid-1920s. photographs that were already in circula-
tion among the various highway and historical agencies on both sides of the river.
Gary and I are grateful, and are eager to share the good news with Eriec Gilbertson.

With appreciation and best wishes,
Lo Ragy Wik,
Linda Ray Wilson, Director

Historic Preservation Qffice

LRW:g
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Ve e VIRGINIA COLBY
WHITE SWAN FARM
SAINT-GAUDHENS ROAD, RR #2, BOX 100
CORNISH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03745

803-875-2209

LW Wi /;M rﬁwM?a l/jr February 1, 1986

CF :
e |
-, O H: Linda Wilson, Director

State Higstoric Preservation 0ffice
NH Division of Historical Resources

105 Loudon Road Box 856
Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Dear Linda,

Enclosed is my text for the Cornish-Windsor Covered
Bridge "State Highway Historical Marker Program."”

I do hope it meets with favor with the committees
involved.

It has state, national and world significance and I
feel it is worthy of a marker.

Sincerely,

Y‘;B:n‘u C.‘-Q-LJ

LeTtunr alse te Mr. Heald
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March 3, 1986

¥irginias Colby

White Swan Farm
Saint-Gaudens Road

RFD #2, Box 100

8ornish, New Hampshire 03745

Dear Mrs. Colby:

I am pleased to acknowledge your submission of a proposed text (with bibliography
and background material) for a state highway historical marker to honor the
"Cornésh-Windsor Covered Bridge,” which links Cornisi, New Hampshire and Windsor,
Vermont.

Because the bridge Joins New Hampshire Route 12-A in Cornish with Bridge Street
in Windsor, it is likely that the marker, if approved by the State Historical
Markers Advisory Committee and the State llistoric Preservation Officer, could
qualify for the "regular'’ marker program, at no cost to the sponsoring organiza-
tion or community ("regular' markers are limited to ten per year, on the state-
maintained highway system).

The text which you have prepared will be considered by the State Historical
Markers Advisory Committee at 1ts next meeting, which is now scheduled for late
April: I'11 notify you of the committee's action on your proposal.

I want to take this opportunity, too, to thank you for the @opportunity to study
vour collection of postal cards depilcting the Cornish~Windsor Covered Bridge. As
you know, for several years Gary Hume and I have hoped that clear and unequivocal
pict@rial evidence would materialize, to show what the bridge looked 1like at the

end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries—-particularly with respect
to roofing materials and placement, and sidewall sheathing and openings, as well as
to other better-documented features such as piers and portals. Your postal cards
are the precise, measurable (and In some cases even datable) evidence that we needed
to '"see" back in time before the mid-1920s photographs that were already incclrcula-
tion among the wvarious highway and historical agencies on both sides of the river.
Gary and I are grateful, and are eager to share the good news with Eric Gilbersson.

With appreciation and best wishes,

Linda Ray Wilson, Director
Historic Preservation Office

LRW:g



Proposed Marker Text

Cornish-Windsor Covered Bridge - Built 1866

The longest covered bridge in the U.S.A. spans

the Connecticut River from Cornish, N.H. to Windsor,
Vt. It is 466 feet long, of Towne lattice timber
truss design, built by James F. Tasker of Cornish
and Bela Fletcher of Claremont, N.H. It was
purchased by the gstate in 1935 and made "toll-free”
in 1943.

National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark 1970.
National Register of Historic Places 1976.

Longest two-span covered bridge in the world.



