20-A MRS §4722-A Proficiency-Based Diploma Standards and Transcripts 
	Current Statute
	Proposed Statutory Revisions

	Certification of proficiency in all 8 content areas at the high school level
	Certification of levels of proficiency in all 8 content areas. Levels of proficiency align with the complexity and cognitive demand progressions articulated in the content area standards and their performance indicators in each of the grade spans.

Adds language that explicitly requires elementary, middle, and secondary schools to ensure sufficient opportunity through multiple pathways for students to learn and demonstrate proficiency in all 8 content areas. In doing so, the amendment addresses the cumulative nature of learning across the grade spans K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. The Maine DOE expects that as more students learn and demonstrate proficiency in each of the grade spans, the data on the number of secondary students proficient at high school standards will increase with each graduation cohort. 
(Note: To support the teaching and learning in Career and Education Development content area, the Maine DOE intends to make resources like the United States Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Building Blocks for Competency Models readily available in useful formats for educators and students in Maine’s middle and high schools.)
Provides for a modified waiver provision with the Commissioner for world languages. Waiver provision includes a requirement for a plan to address capacity issues. 

	Certification of proficiency in each Guiding Principle of the 5 guiding principles
	Requires SAU certifies that the student has evidence of growth and accomplishment in at least the following competencies embedded within the guiding principles: dependability and reliability; problem-solving and decision-making; and adaptability and flexibility. In making this change the amendment increases the probability of students becoming more active agents in developing actions that increase personal effectiveness in any postsecondary next step. The amendment honors the findings in a research review informing the development of the Maine DOE document Understanding the Guiding Principles. 

	Exception for Special education 
Provides for access to a diploma through an exception pathway for students with a disability and an individualized education plan
	Allows access to a diploma for all students through certification of levels of proficiency in all  8 content areas. Exception for students with a disability is no longer needed. 

	Rulemaking 
Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

Allows local flexibility and innovation in developing consistent graduation standards, enables SAUs to continue current progress aligned with the phase-in timeline, describe standard criteria for ensuring equal educational opportunities for students.

Allow the commissioner to identify the manner in which the opportunities for learning in multiple pathways of CTE may be used to demonstrate evidence of content area evidence 

Address the appropriate placement of students in CTE programs while ensuring that students be exposed to all the content areas through the 10th year of their studies 
	Rules adopted pursuant to this section are major substantive as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, section 8071 and section 8072.

Added three new rulemaking provisions: defining of proficiency levels, monitoring of student progress and postsecondary readiness, and ensure access to a diploma for students performing with alternate standards. The additions require ensuring the widest possible involvement of stakeholders through a consensus based rule development process pursuant to Title 5, section 8051-B for the defining of proficiency levels and for determining mechanisms for monitoring student progress and postsecondary readiness. 


	Reporting
Requires SAUs annually report the following to the Maine DOE:

Number of students graduating with proficiency-based diplomas

Number of students concluding their high school careers proficient in each content area 

Number of students certified as ready for college and careers 


	Expands reporting on proficiency in each content area to include the  
number of secondary students concluding their high school careers at each level of proficiency for each content area.

(Note: The Maine DOE expects that as more students learn and demonstrate proficiency in each of the grade spans, the data on the number of secondary students proficient at high school standards will increase with each graduation cohort.)
(Note: The Maine DOE intends to use the annual data to inform the strategic use of Maine DOE resources and support to increase student growth and certification of proficiency and postsecondary readiness.)

	Transcript
Requires SAUs include on the transcript the certifications each student’s content area proficiency in each content area and may award a certificate of content area proficiency to a student for each content area the student demonstrated as proficient pursuant to section 4722-A, subsection 5
Requires schools subject to section 6209 to maintain transcripts that contain certifications of proficiency for each content area and guiding principle a student has demonstrated proficiency
Requires schools subject to section 6209 to certify based on objective measures in the transcript a student’s postsecondary readiness

Section 4722-A, subsection 6 requires the SAUs to report the number of students certified as ready for college and careers.


	Edits section 4722-A, subsection 5 by replacing the phrase “In addition to maintaining a high school transcript for each student, a school administrative unit shall certify …” with this language “In addition to maintaining a high school transcript for each student, a school subject to the provisions of section 6209 shall certify …”
(Note: This change brings alignment between the language in section 6209, subsection 3-A and section 4722-A, subsection 5.)


	Review Cycle

Requires the Commissioner to conduct a review of content standards and performance indicators by content area on a 5-year review cycle.


	Adds the requirement for the commissioner shall conduct a review of the definitions of levels of proficiency for each content area and the mechanisms for monitoring student progress and postsecondary readiness on a 5-year cycle that is in sync with the content area review cycle pursuant to section 6209, subsection 4. 

(Note: The intent for the review cycle is to build a seamless system of continuous improvement that will support students reaching their personal best and graduating ready for pursuing postsecondary success.)



