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Crime in Maine decreased -9.1% during 2013, according to the Maine Department of Public Safety, the largest drop in 20 years. 
 

Public Safety Commissioner John E. Morris said every crime category went down last year, except for aggravated assaults. Morris said the overall crime decrease was the largest since 1993, when crime dropped 
-9.4% that year.
 “Maine continues to be one of the safest states in the country and last year was the safest in Maine in two decades. The crime decrease is great news for the short term, and we will continue our efforts on the law enforcement side.  The public can also help by being watchful of potential crime and reporting it. The first five months of 2014 are showing signs of a significant increase in drug activity being credited to an influx of out of state drug dealers setting up shop in Maine”, Morris said.
Aggravated assaults, which involve serious injury or usually involves use or threatened use of a  weapon, showed a significant increase of +17.4% for 2013 (943 reported in 2013 vs. 803 reported in 2012).  2012 aggravated assaults had a decrease reported of -5%. Simple assaults decreased in 2013, - 9% for 2013 (10,739 reported for 2013 vs 11,796 reported for 2012). 

Every other crime category showed decreases with the largest drops in arson and robbery. Arson decreased -38.1% during 2013, (140 incidents reported in 2013 vs 226 were reported for 2012). The value of property damaged by arson fires decreased -22% for 2013 ($3,104,919 vs $3,980,230 reported in 2012).

There were a total of 335 robberies in 2013 compared to 421 robberies in 2012, a drop of -20.4%.  .
Domestic violence assaults showed a decrease of -1.9% (5,487 reported in 2013 vs 5,593 reported in 2012). Domestic violence had increased in the two prior years. Morris said the decrease in domestic violence can be attributed to new legislation and more coordination between law enforcement, the courts, prosecutors and domestic violence advocates. 
Rape shows a -2.4% decrease. There were 359 rape cases reported to law enforcement in 2013, nine fewer cases than were reported in 2012 (359 reported in 2013 vs. 368 reported in 2012). Rape also decreased in 2012.

The Maine Coalition to End Domestic Violence phone number is 866-834-HELP or www.mcedv.org and the Maine Coalition Against Sexual Assault's phone number is 800-871-7741 or www.mecasa.org . Both organizations have complete listings of local groups that offer assistance. 

Burglaries decreased in 2013 by -13.1% (6,453 reported in 2013 vs 7,429 reported in 2012). Burglaries also showed a decrease of -5.3% in 2012.
Larceny-thefts also showed a decrease of -7.3% for 2013 (23,006 reported for 2013 vs. 24,812 reported for 2012) Larceny thefts show a slight decrease in 2012 of -0.1%.
Motor vehicle thefts dropped -8.9% (902 stolen vehicles were reported in 2013 vs. 990 vehicles reported stolen in 2012). Car thefts also dropped 
-7.8% in 2012
There were 25 homicides in 2013, compared to 26 in 2012.
Crime in the rural areas showed a decrease of -12.8% in 2013, while crime in the cities and towns went down -6.8%.  

In the rural areas, patrolled by State Police and sheriff's departments, crimes went down in every category except rape.  Reported rapes for 2013 in the rural areas increased by +11.8% (85 incidents reported for 2013 vs. 76 incidents being reported in 2012).  
Rural robberies show a decrease -19.1%, 9 fewer robberies reported in 2013 (38 incidents reported in 2013 vs. 47 reported in 2012).  
Assaults also showed a decrease.  Aggravated assaults show a decrease of -2.6 for 2013 (225 reported in 2013 vs. 231 reported in 2012).  
Simple Assaults also reported a decrease, -10.7% (2,591 reported in 2013 vs 2,903 reported for 2012).  
Burglaries showed a decrease of -18.8 for 2013. (2,232 reported in 2013 vs. 2,748 reported in 2012).  
Larceny theft also decreased by -10.5% for 2013 (3,978 reported for 2013 vs. 4,446 reported for 2012).  
Motor vehicle thefts were also on the decline for 2013.  Showing a decrease of -6% (303 stolen vehicles reported for 2013 vs. 322 reported for 2012).  
Arson incidents reported a decrease for the second year in a row.  Decrease of -63.8% reported (29 reported for 2013 vs. 80 reported for 2012).
Urban crimes, reported by cities and town, showed decreases in every category, except aggravated assaults.  
Urban aggravated assaults increased +25.5% for 2013 (718 reported for 2013 vs. 572 reported for 2012).     
Rapes showed a decrease of -6.2% (274 reported for 2013 vs. 292 reported for 2012).  
Robberies reported a decrease of -20.6 for 2013 (297 reported for 2013 vs. 374 for 2012).  
Simple Assaults showed a decrease of -8.4% (8,148 reported in 2013 vs. 8,893 reported for 2012).  
Burglary reported a -9.8% decrease (4,221 incidents in 2013 vs. 4,681 incidents in 2012).  
Larceny-theft reported a -6.6% decrease (19,028 reported in 2013 vs. 20,366 reported in 2012).  
Motor Vehicle theft reported 69 fewer vehicles stolen in 2013, showing a decrease of -24% (599 reported in 2013 vs. 668 reported in 2012).  
Arson incident report a -24% decrease of reported incidents (111 incidents in 2013 vs. 146 reported in 2012).
The Uniform Crime Reporting Division (UCR) at the Maine Department of Public Safety tabulates the crime numbers each year. The numbers are based on reported crimes from local, county and state law enforcement agencies. The UCR statistics show that 32,162 crime index offenses were reported to police during 2013 compared to 35,074 during 2012 for a  crime rate decrease of -9.1%.
 
The 32,162 crimes reported in 2013 represent a crime rate of 24.3 offenses per 1000 people in Maine. That number compares to the national crime rate of 30.8 offenses per 1,000 populations in 2012. 
 

The total number of adults summoned or cited by police decreased in 2013 for the fifth year in a row. Adult arrests dropped -1.4% (45,040 for 2013 vs 45,661 in 2012).  Juveniles arrested or summoned decreased by -13.4% in 2013 (4,571 in 2013 vs. 5,489 in 2012). 
The value of property stolen during 2013 was $31,165,246 compared to $28,001,214 during 2012.  Police recovered $6,131,631 in stolen property during 2013 for a recovery rate of 19.7%. 

 

The crime rate for violent crime in Maine continues to be one offense per 1,000 population compared to the national average of four per 1,000 population.  The violent crime rate in Maine of 1 offense per 1,000 population compared to the national average of 4 per 1000 remains the same
Five Year (2013 – 2009) Maine Crime Summaries
	 
	2013
	2012
	2011
	2010 
	2009

	Overall Crime 
	-9.1%
	-1.5%
	+2.8%
	+3.6%
	-1.8%

	Rural Crime 
	-12.8%
	-7.4%
	+4.2%
	+14.1%
	-7.0%

	Urban Crime 
	-6.8%
	-0.5%
	+3.2%
	+0.3%
	-0.5%

	Aggravated Assault 
	+17.4%
	-4.7%
	+10.9%
	+2.4%
	-8.7%

	Assault 
	-9%
	-0.2%
	+11.7%
	-3%
	-5.8%

	Robbery 
	-20.4%
	+13.8%
	-11.1%
	+4.3%
	+19.9%

	Burglary 
	-13.1%
	-5.1%
	+6.6%
	+8.6%
	+3.0%

	Auto Theft 
	-8.9%
	-7.8%
	+9%
	-3.4%
	-13.2%

	Larceny-Theft 
	-7.3%
	-0.1%
	+1.4%
	+2.4%
	-2.8%

	Arson 
	-38.1%
	-13.1%
	+6.1%
	+0.8%
	+29.3%

	Rape 
	-2.4%
	-5.9%
	+0.5%
	+3.9%
	+0.3%

	Domestic Violence 
	-1.9%
	+4.5%
	+4.6%
	-3.3%
	-0.5%

	Murder
	25
	26
	28
	24
	26

	Adult arrests 
	-1.4%
	-1.5%
	-3.2%
	-3.5%
	-0.9%

	Juv. arrests 
	-13.4%
	+0.6%
	-16.1%
	-4.6%
	-0.8%


"Crime in Maine" is the annual publication of reported crime statistics from UCR and is posted on the Department of Public Safety's web page. Questions about local trends should be directed to police chiefs and sheriffs for detailed local crime statistics.
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