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DATE:  January 25, 2018  
 
TO:  Kate Wells, Reporter, Michigan Radio – katwells@umich.edu 
 
FROM:  Ellen Armentrout, FOIA Officer and Assistant General Counsel  

Michigan State University Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Office 
 
SUBJECT:  FOIA Response Re: Your Request for MSUPD Records 
 
This is written in response to the FOIA request that you emailed to this Office on January 3, 2018. 
 
Michigan State University Police Department (MSUPD) Report 1758100296 accompanies this letter. Victim 
names as well as certain other individual names and identifying and/or personal information, home addresses, 
school addresses, home and cellular telephone numbers, email addresses, driver’s license numbers, dates of 
birth, weights, and ages have been withheld under Sections 13(1)(a) and (b)(iii) of the Michigan Freedom of 
Information Act (MIFOIA). Section 13(1)(a) provides for the withholding of “information of a personal nature if 
public disclosure of the information would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of an individual's privacy." 
Section 13(1)(b) provides for the withholding of “investigating records compiled for law enforcement purposes, 
but only to the extent that disclosure as a public record would do any of the following...(iii) constitute an 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy."  In light of previous discussions with the MSUPD and the Michigan 
Attorney General’s Office, Reports 14-01682 and 1658102485 are withheld at this time pursuant to the above 
exemptions as well as Sections 13(1)(b)(i) and (ii), which provide for the withholding of investigating records 
compiled for law enforcement purposes the release of which would “(i) Interfere with law enforcement 
procedeedings. (ii) Deprive a person of the right to a fair trial or administrative adjudication.”  No fee will be 
assessed for this processing of your request. 
 
The MIFOIA provides that when a public body denies all or a portion of a request, the requester may do one of 
the following: (1) submit an appeal of the determination to the head of the public body; or (2) commence a civil 
action in the court of claims to compel the public body’s disclosure of the records.  If you wish to seek judicial 
review of any denial, you must do so within 180 days of the date of this letter.  If the court of claims orders 
disclosure of all or a portion of the public record(s) to which you have been denied access, you may receive 
attorneys’ fees and, in certain circumstances, damages under the MIFOIA. Should you choose to file an appeal 
with the University regarding this response to your request, you must submit a written communication to this 
Office expressly stating that it is an “appeal” of this response.  In your appeal, please state what records you 
believe should have been disclosed to you.  You must also state the reasons you believe any denial of your 
MIFOIA request should be reversed. This Office will arrange for the processing and review of your appeal. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4(4) of the MIFOIA, the University’s procedures and guidelines for processing MIFOIA 
requests can be found at http://foia.msu.edu. 
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