
 
 

Academic Sub-Committee 
Assessment Calendar 

August 3, 2017 

Recommendation:   

That the School Board approve the 2017-2018 school year the Assessment Calendar. 

Description and Background: 

The Assessment Calendar is a strategically developed calendar to ensure all local, state, and 
national assessments are administered and reported in a timely manner.  The calendar includes 
all required assessments for the 2017-2018 school year, administration windows, and 
corresponding grade bands. Based on the feedback from teachers, this proposed assessment 
calendar reduces district testing to state assessed grade levels and subject areas and those 
required for teacher evaluations. 

Gap Analysis:  

In accordance with MCL 380.1704(b-c), the district must administer a series of summative 
assessments in grades 3-111 in order to receive state aid.2 The Michigan Department of Education 
also requires districts to administer additional and alternative assessments for English language 
learner students and eligible students with Individualized Education Programs.3 

In accordance with MCL 380.1249(c), district teacher and administrator evaluations must also 
take into consideration student growth and assessment data and allow the district to use 
nationally normed or locally developed assessments.  The majority of district assessments that 
remain on the calendar are associated with required assessments for teacher evaluations. 

The Assessment Calendar takes into consideration these requirements and the use of formative 
assessments to inform instruction and the intervention needs of our students.  The district has 
reviewed previous year testing requirements and has reduced the number of required tests, 

                                                           
1 Students in grade 12 who did not take the state required assessments in grade 11 are also required to take the 
state assessments. 

2 Assessments include the Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress, the Michigan Merit examination, and the 
College Board PSAT 9 and 10.  The Michigan Merit examination includes both the College Board SAT and ACT 
WorkKeys. 

3 Assessments include the World-class Instructional Design and Assessment (“WIDA”), the WIDA-ACCESS Placement 
Test, and the MI Access. 
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where possible, and better aligned administration windows to reduce the burden of testing on 
schools. 

Previous Outcomes:  

In previous years, the district has created and published a city-wide Assessment Calendar for 
teachers, parents, and the community at large. This calendar included all assessments for the 
given school year, as well as windows for test administration and corresponding grade bands.  

Expected Outcomes:  

The district has significantly reduced its testing requirements from 186 to 57 assessments. The 
attached calendars demonstrate this reduction.  For the 2017-2018 school year, the reduction in 
district assessments was completed by aligning the number of district assessment with the 
number of state assessments by grade and integration with instruction.  The assessment review 
identified various assessments completed by the district that did not drive instruction in the 
classroom.  The overall number of district assessments has been reduced by nearly 70%. 

Financial Impact:  

None. 

Contact for Item:  

Christine Burkette, Senior Executive Director, Technology and Information Services 
Phone: (313) 873-7445 
Email: christine.burkette@detroitk12.org 

Supporting Documents/Attachments: 

Assessment Calendar 2017-2018 School Year 
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State Mandated Assessments in  

State Required Assessments for Teacher Evaluation 

Assessment Grade Levels Testing Window 

AUGUST 

WIDA-Assessment Placement Test (W-APT) K-12 
On-going within 10 days of 

enrollment beginning 
Monday, August 14, 2017 

SEPTEMBER 

Pre District Content Assessment 4 and 7 Social Studies September 5-15 

NWEA MAP Fall Test (Reading) K - 8 September 11- October 6 

NWEA MAP Fall Test (Math) 3 - 8 September 11 – October 6 

NWEA MAP Fall Test (Science)  5 and-8 September 11- October 6 

OCTOBER 

No district or state required assessments 

PSAT – Reading, Writing, Language, Math1 11 October 11 

NOVEMBER 

No district or state required assessments 

DECEMBER 

Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA)  
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) Mid-Year 
(Reading) 

K - 8 December 7 - 22 

NWEA  MAP Mid-Year (Math) 3 - 8 December 7 - 22 

NWEA MAP Mid-Year (Science) 5 and 8 December 7 - 22 

JANUARY 

Mid-Year District Content Assessment 4 and 7 Social Studies January 10 – January 30 

Examination High School Assessment (EHS) For DPSCD 
Middle Schools (Reading, Mathematics, Science) 

8 January 17 

FEBRUARY 

WIDA ACCESS for ELL’s 2.0 K-12 February 5 – March 23 

WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELL’s  1-11 February 5 – March 23 

NAEP 2018 Assessment (Reading, Mathematics, Civics, 

Geography and U.S. History) 
4,8 February 1-28 

MARCH 

No district or state required assessments 

APRIL 

Michigan M-STEP Assessment 
5, 8, and 11 (ELA and Math) 

5 and 8 (Social Studies) 
April 9 – May 4 

College Entrance: SAT with Essay 11 
April 10  

April 24 (Makeup Day) 

College Entrance: SAT with Essay 
Accommodations Testing Window 

11 April 10 - April 23 

PSAT 9-10 
April 10 or 11 

April 24 or 25 (Makeup Day) 

PSAT 
Accommodations Testing Window 

9-10 April 10 - 23 

WorkSkills: ACT WorkKeys 11 
April 11 

April 25 (Makeup Day) 

WorkSkills: ACT WorkKeys 
Accommodations Testing 

11 April 11 - 25 

                                                           
1 Optional assessment used for scholarship qualification. 

Red 

 Blue 

 



Michigan M-STEP Assessment 
 

3, 4, 6, and 7 (ELA and Math) 
4 and 7 (Science) 

April 30 – May 25 

MI-ACCESS Alternative Assessments 
 

ELA and Math 3-8, and 11 
Science (4, 7, and 11) 

Social Studies (5, 8, and 11) 
April 9 – May 25 

May 

Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA)  
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) Spring Test  
(Reading) 

K- 8 May 30 – June 13 

NWEA MAP Spring (Math) 3 - 8 May 30 – June 13 

NWEA MAP Spring (Science) 5 and 8 May 30 – June 13 

Post District Content Assessment 4 and 7 Social Studies May 30 – June 13 

*Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 


