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When I speak with community groups or give station 
tours, one of the first things I like to share is that Ozarks 
Public Radio offers over 50 programs. That’s combining 
the nationally syndicated programs to which we’re  
subscribed, and locally produced music programs and 
news segments that air weekly, monthly and quarterly. 
That includes over a dozen programs hosted by  
volunteers.  

We’re proud to offer a variety of content, and want to 
make sure our audience knows what’s available to 

them—while in their car, on their computer or from their smartphone. We also 
want to know how we can improve our services.  

That’s why we want to hear from you! We recently launched a campaign that 
aims to take our existing relationship with our community to the next level. It’s 
called Community Driven.  

After all, as a public radio station, our audience drives KSMU’s content more than  
anything else. Financial support from our community accounts for 63 percent of 
our funding. That's why it's important for our programming to be a reflection of 
the voice of our audience, especially our locally produced content.  

For over 40 years, our team at Ozarks Public Radio has been committed to  
providing you with in-depth reporting on 
our community and engaging  
programming. We’d love to do more and 
do it better. Help us understand what  
content drives you, what issues are  
concerning to you, and what you love 
about this community. 

We’d love to come speak to your  
organization, where we’ll share  
information about our station and hear 
your feedback. If you’re interested, email 
me at scott@ksmu.org.  

Thanks for listening!  
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Need to Know 
 

SPRING DRIVE AND #TEAMKSMU   

Consuming news can be  
exhausting...especially lately. There is so 
much to take in each day, and so many  
voices telling us how to interpret it all. 

That’s why KSMU is proud to remain YOUR 
source for accurate information, for the 

context you need to understand the facts—
in short: for civil discourse. The support of 

our listeners makes it all possible. 
 

As we kick off our Spring Pledge Drive on 

April 22nd, we invite you to help spread the 

word about our fundraiser by encouraging 

your friends and family to tune in, and by 

using #TeamKSMU on social media to let us 

know why YOU value public radio in the 

Ozarks.  

● ● ● ● ● ● ●  
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http://ksmu.org/campaign-seeks-connect-community-groups-drive-ksmu-content
mailto:scott@ksmu.org?subject=Community%20Driven
http://www.optv.org/support-opt/federal-funding-threat/


 

 

Legacy Circle   

Lori Street, Membership Manager 
 

First of all, THANK YOU for all you do to support public broadcasting in the 

Ozarks!  You are already among our most dedicated supporters, but perhaps 

you’re considering leaving a legacy gift to keep this public service going for many 

years to come.  Our ability to serve you today, and the generations of tomorrow, 

depends on loyal volunteers and donors like you.  For more information on how 

you can support OPT or KSMU through your will, trust, CDs or other estate plans, 

contact Lori Street at 417-836-3506.  Help us build a legacy of giving to ensure 

public broadcasting stays in our future. 

Student Spotlight: Ryan Welch 
Ryan Welch is OPB’s new photography intern, and a 
senior here at Missouri State. Ryan explored sever-
al different majors before deciding on Journalism, 
with a minor in Political Science. Though he came 
here from Kansas City, Ryan has lived near and far, 
from Ohio and California to Japan. 

How did you get started at OPB?  All journalism 
students at MSU are required to do an internship, 
and I lucked out when I met Scott Harvey through a 
Photo Services assignment. I asked him about the 
possibility of a photography internship and he 
seemed interested immediately. 

What do you do at the station, and what do you find most challenging?  I take 
pictures not only for news articles but also of things happening around the office, such as 
the University Staff Ambassador “Reporter for a Day” event. Just this weekend I covered 
OPT’s TeleAuction event, providing images for later use. The most challenging aspect is 
finding time to work with so many different people, because everyone seems to need a 
photographer for something! But it always seems to work out in the end. 

What do you do in your free time?  I’m the photo editor for MSU’s newspaper, The 
Standard, and I also work as a photographer for a car dealership. While it may not be 
“free time” when I am working for each group, I love what I do enough to consider it free 
time. 

What’s the best thing about working at OPB? The best thing about working for OPB 
is meeting all sorts of random people. I’ve only been here for 3 weeks and I’ve already 
met at least 50 different people, either because they work at the station or as part of an 
event.  

What are your plans for the future (post-college)?  Hopefully, I’ll work for a news-
paper as a photojournalist. My main goal is to be a foreign photojournalist working in 
areas like the Middle East, Asia, or Africa. I want to bring what is happening over there—
both the good and the bad—to people back home. After graduation, I’ll be replying to 
job openings left and right, and I’ll also try to start freelancing out to various newspapers. 

What is something listeners/viewers might be surprised to know about the  
daily operations at the station?   The people here LOVE what they do. The hours can 
be long and weird, yet you always see smiles on people’s faces. Their love for OPB really 
shows through the quality of the work they put out. Many people here could easily find a 
job earning more, but the fact that they stay shows how much they genuinely care about 
the station. 
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Coming up…. 
 

EXPLORE THE OUTDOORS 
 

It’s time to shake off those winter blues 
and Explore the Outdoors with OPT Kids!  

You’re invited to join Ozarks Public  
Television on-air and at a special event 

designed to get kids and families outside 
to celebrate Mother Nature: Community 
Wide Play Day on Saturday, April 29th, 

10am–2pm at Fassnight Park. Community 
Wide Play Day is an annual event hosted 

by the Community Partnership of the 
Ozarks that encourages kids and families 
to get outside and learn through play. For 
more details, visit optv.org, or check out 

our Facebook event.   
 

Plus: Don’t miss special new episodes of 
NATURE CAT (April 10–25) and WILD 

KRATTS (April 11–28).  Kids can continue 
their exploration online with outdoor 
themed games, activities and videos  

available on PBSKIDS.org/outdoors and 
through the PBS KIDS Video App.  

 

● ● ● ● ● ● ●  

 

NEW LOCAL DOCUMENTARY 

With hundreds of television channels 
available 24/7, it’s hard to imagine a time 

when there were only three or four  
channels, all broadcasting for only a few 

hours each day. Local Springfield television 
stations began coming on the air in 1953, 

enabling many viewers to watch television 
for the first time. This new medium was 

naturally mesmerizing and unquestionably 
changed American life in many ways.   

 
Ozarks Public Television celebrates this  
remarkable and innovative era in our  

newest local history documentary, Stay 
Tuned: The Beginnings of Springfield, MO 
Television. This program is part of OPT’s 

continuing mission to help document,  
present, and preserve aspects of our  

regional history and culture. This is all 
made possible by your generous support.  

  

http://www.optv.org/events/explore-outdoors/
https://www.facebook.com/events/155871011603845/
http://www.PBSKIDS.org/outdoors
http://pbskids.org/mobile/pbs-kids-video.html

