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County services are not 
possible without the 
sacrifices taxpayers make 
to ensure the well-being 
of our community.
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2017 Ballot Initiative



—FINANCIAL ADVISORY TASK FORCE, JANUARY 2016
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Addressing the 
County’s Needs

4





The jail’s growing population 
combined with exceeding 

expenses to operate it creates 
an unsustainable financial 

burden to the County. 

The region’s recent loss of 
stormwater funding combined 
with increasing environmental 
regulatory standards and costs 

will soon make it difficult to 
comply with federal and state 

regulations. 

Due to budget constraints, 
general County support services 

have shrunk, and we face 
deteriorating facilities and 

needed equipment replacement.  

What is 
the Need?
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GOAL
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1 2 3

In addition to on-campus jail operations, we spend more than $2 million per year to house 
inmates in other county jail facilities. That cost is expected to increase by more than 

$740,000 per year. The ballot initiative addresses this issue the following ways: 



GOAL



1 2 3 4 5

Adequate facilities and programs are needed to keep the public safe and the 
criminal justice system operating with optimal efficiently. A new tax 

would offer the flexibility to accomplish a variety of solutions. 



GOAL



1 2 3 4 5

The last time voters approved a County General Revenue Sales Tax was in 1984. The service 
demand upon County offices has long outgrown that revenue stream, resulting in both 

episodic and permanent reduction in services. Increased general revenue sales tax revenue 
would allow us to increase and maintain services our citizens say they want.



Cost to Taxpayers



Proper tax administration2¢
Expanded facilities
(Jail, evidence storage, courtrooms and juvenile detention)

25¢

Community projects 
and services
(Mental health programs, animal control, joint 
law enforcement initiatives and financial 
assistance to area municipalities)

11¢

Environmental funding

6¢

56¢ Criminal justice system efficiencies 
(Treatment courts, jail operations, increased 
support to Prosecuting Attorney)



General 
Revenue Fund



16

If approved, a new tax would increase Greene County’s rate to 1.75%, 
bringing us to the level of nearby Christian and Stone counties.
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We maintain 1,284 miles of road, 217 bridges and 655 culverts. 
We also provide $1.7 million to pave roads in the City of Springfield 

and more than $200,000 in other municipalities. 
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Approx. 62.5% of the ¼-cent Law Enforcement Sales Tax I is distributed to area 
municipalities. The County’s share of this tax is not sufficient to fund the 

criminal justice system as promised to voters. 
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These cuts are partly due to:
• anticipated general election costs 
• increased jail expenses 
• increased pension costs 
• and the complete use of the remaining park tax funds



History of 
Financial 

Accountability
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“
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—FINANCIAL ADVISORY TASK FORCE, JANUARY 2016

“It is the opinion of this task force that Greene County is 
deserving of the tax payers’ investment in the proposed 

expanded services for its citizens.”



greenecountymo.gov
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