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Medica Seeks Stability in Iowa Individual Market 
 

Action by Federal and State Government Needed 
 
 

Minnetonka, Minn.— Following several inquiries about its plans for the Iowa individual market, Medica 
today said that in order for it to remain in the Iowa individual market for 2018, a number of actions must 
take place by the federal and state government in order to provide a stable market.  
 
“The two carriers with the most experience in the Iowa market have pulled out. It is incumbent upon 
Medica to proceed with caution. That means without swift action by the state or Congress to provide 
stability to Iowa’s individual insurance market, Medica will not be able to serve the citizens of Iowa in 
the manner and breadth that we do today,” said Geoff Bartsh, Medica vice president for individual and 
family business.  “Our ability to stay in the Iowa insurance market in any capacity is in question at this 
point.” 
 
According to Bartsh, “Medica requires a stable market, established rules of the road, and a clear 
understanding of the market’s risk in order to price its products.”  
 
To that end, actions that could be taken at the federal or state level include:  
 
• Establish some form of a  high risk pool to cover known high cost individuals from the broader 

insured pool 
• Establish a reinsurance program to offset unknown high risk individuals 
• Confirm the rules of the road, and that they are stable through 2018 
 
Medica is committed to working with other stakeholders up to the filing deadline, June 19. 
 
About Medica 

Medica (www.medica.com) is a health services company headquartered in Minneapolis and active in the 
Upper Midwest. The non-profit company provides health care coverage in the employer, individual, 
Medicaid, Medicare and Medicare Part D markets in Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Wisconsin. Medica also offers national network coverage to employers who have employees 
outside the Medica regional network. 

Medica’s vision is to become the community’s health plan of choice, trusted for its integrity, respected for 
its service, and admired for its commitment to innovation and efficiency. 
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