
KAZU engages and serves its audience in 
Pacific Grove and the Monterey Bay Area 
each and every day through its programming, 
public service announcements and community 
event sponsorships.  All are carefully selected 
to best serve the diverse population of the  
Monterey Bay Area.
The Monterey Bay Area is a global 
community, and to that end, people who 
live in the region want to know about their 
connection to the world.  That’s the service 
KAZU aims to provide.  So in addition to 
bringing the Monterey Bay Area first class 
news and information programming from 
NPR, PRI, APM and the BBC, KAZU 
provides local programming that blends well 
with the national and international content.
KAZU produces weekly, local news features  

Describe your overall goals and approach to address identified community issues, needs, 
and interests through your station’s vital local services, such as multiplatform long and short-

form content, digital and in-person engagement, education services, 
community information, partnership support, and other activities, and audiences

 you reached or new audiences you engaged.?

for on air broadcast and for  its online digital 
content.  The stories address pressing local 
issues, local emergencies, as well as, topics 
that illuminate the Monterey Bay Area’s 
connection to the world.  In 2013, these 
stories included everything from  coverage of 
the Boston Marathon bombing aftermath, and 
its connection to the local Big Sur Marathon, 
to coverage of UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki Moon’s visit to the Monterey Institute of 
International Studies, and how students there 
are working toward the goal of nuclear non-
proliferation.   KAZU covered immigration 
reform and its effect on Monterey and Santa 
Cruz County farmers.  

KAZU reported on the search for solutions 
to water contamination at Santa Cruz’s 
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Cowell’s Beach and at Watsonville’s Pinto 
Lake.  KAZU provided regular updates and 
reports as wild fire once again hit the Big 
Sur community.  And KAZU also did several 
in-depth reports on the water crisis on the 
Monterey Peninsula.   

KAZU also brings listeners the locally 
produced Leon Panetta Lecture Series and 
the California State University Monterey Bay  
President Speaker Series.  These 60 to 90 
minute special event programs  took place six 
times in 2013. Topics included Gun Control, 
the Federal Budget and increasing educational 

opportunities to historically underrepresented 
populations, to name a few.
Through all its local programming KAZU 
aims to inform Monterey Bay Area listeners 
about the community they live in and their 
connection to the bigger picture, their 
connection to the world.  Listeners tell us time 
and time again that this is why they listen.    
Over the past several years, KAZU has earned 
multiple Edward R. Murrow Awards for 
its local news coverage.  When stations are 
honored for work completed in 2013, KAZU 
hopes its work will again be recognized for its 
community service.

Describe key initiatives and the variety of partners with whom you collaborated, including 
other public media outlets, community nonprofits, government agencies, educational 
institutions, the business community, teachers and parents, etc. This will illustrate the 

many ways you’re connected across the community and engaged with other important 
organizations in the area.

KAZU collaborates with other public media 
outlets including KQED in San Francisco  by 
working with them a on news stories that are 
appropriate for their daily news magazine 
“ The California  Report”  which airs on 
stations all over California.  In 2013, KAZU 
worked with KQED to produce a story on 
a recruitment effort by the California State 
University system that targeted African 
American students.  And KAZU worked with 
KQED’s Science Desk to produce a story 
on the toxic algae plaguing Watsonville’s 
Pinto Lake.  KAZU also works with NPR  
to produce locally based stories that are of 
national interest.   In 2013, that included a 
story on a new computer science program that 
targets the children of Salinas Valley farm 
workers.  The bachelors of science
 program well helps graduates pursue 
careers in Silicon Valley. 

KAZU also reaches out to the community 
through daily public service announcements 
for local non-profits , educational institutions 
and  government agencies.  KAZU has a set 
schedule of announcements that promote 
community events and services like art walks, 
services for homeless veterans and meals 
on wheels.  Plus, the station asks listeners 
to contribute their own community events 
to KAZU’s online events calendar.  Listener 
submitted events can be viewed on KAZU’s 
web site.  Plus  KAZU  hosts frequently 
promote these listener submitted events on the 
air.   In 2013, those events included the Pacific 
Grove  Public Library’s author readings, 
a volunteer opportunity for community 
members to help build an all-inclusive
playground in Salinas, and tours at the 
Seymour Marine Discovery 
Center in Santa Cruz.



What impact did your key initiatives and partnerships have in your community? Describe 
any known measurable impact, such as increased awareness, learning or understanding 

about particular issues. Describe indicators of success, such as connecting people to needed 
resources or strengthening conversational ties across diverse neighborhoods. Did a partner 

see an increase in requests for related resources? Please include direct feedback from a 
partner(s) or from a person(s) served.

KAZU receives requests for sponsorship 
and partnerships  throughout  the year from 
various community   groups, especially 
those who have collaborated with KAZU in 
the past.  They tell us that they come back 
because KAZU’s on-air announcements and 
involvement have been key to making 
their events a success.   This is a testament 
to KAZU’s impact in the community 
and its service area.  

KAZU frequently hears from listeners 
regarding its local news coverage.  In 2013, 
the station received  several emails and calls 

of gratitude for its series “Water Woes”.  The 
three part series addressed the Monterey 
Peninsula’s water crisis and possible 
solutions.  KAZU News has also consistently 
won awards for its local news coverage 
including honors from the Radio Television 
Digital News Association (Edward R. Murrow 
Awards) and the NorCal RTDNA.  The station 
hopes its work in 2013 will again be honored 
for its quality and service to the community.

In 2013 KAZU had a successful fundraising 
partnership with the Second Harvest Food 
Bank in Santa Cruz County and the Food 

KAZU has found that another valuable way 
to collaborate with community non-profits 
and educational institutions is to become a 
media sponsor of their local events.  As media 
sponsor, KAZU is in a good position to get 
the word out about important community 
fundraisers and educational opportunities.  
In 2013, KAZU was a media sponsor of 
“Summit for the Planet”, annual event put on 
by the non-profit  Mount  Madonna School.  
“Summit for the Planet” is an educational 
earth day celebration and walk-a-thon that 
raises money for local non-profits. 
 
KAZU also sponsored  a the Pacific Grove 
Chamber of Commerce Community Expo.  
Pacific Grove is KAZU’s city of license.   
This annual event is chance for community 
members to learn about  local businesses.    
In 2013, other media sponsorships included 

the “Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary 
Music”  in Santa Cruz, the Carmel Public  
Library Foundation’s lecture series, and  
the Monterey Bay Aquariums “Cooking 
for Solutions”, this annual event educates 
people living on the central coast  about the 
importance and value  of consumption of 
sustainable seafood.

KAZU also works extensively with California 
State University Monterey Bay  to promote its 
educational workshops and events including 
Start-up Weekend, an intense event where 
students and community members get a crash 
course on becoming an entrepreneur; and, the 
President’s Speaker Series where community 
members can come listen to thought-makers 
speak, free of charge.  In 2013, that included 
Sebastian Thrun, director of the Artificial 
Intelligence Lab at Stanford.



Bank for Monterey County.  During KAZU’s 
year end fundraiser, KAZU asked listeners to 
forgo a thank you gift in favor of giving that 
money to the local food banks.   Locawwl 
food bank leaders tells us for every dollar we 

raised for them, they were able to purchase 
five dollars worth of food for families in need.   
Plus the frequent on-air mentions of the Food 
Bank helped keep this important community 
service on the forefront of listeners’ minds.

Please describe any efforts (e.g. programming, production, engagement activities) you 
have made to investigate and/or meet the needs of minority and other diverse audiences 

(including, but not limited to, new immigrants, people for whom English is a second 
language and illiterate adults) during Fiscal Year 2013, and any plans you have made to 

meet the needs of these audiences during Fiscal Year 2014. If you regularly broadcast in a 
language other than English, please note the language broadcast.

KAZU expanded  it’s it carriage of the 
program “ Latino USA “ from a half hour 
program to a full hour.  Latino USA considers 
itself the foremost Latino voice in pubic 
media and is the longest running Latino-
focused program on the radio.  The Monterey 
Bay Area has a large Hispanic population, 
particularly in the Pajaro and  Salinas Valleys 
.  Community members have noted their 
appreciation for this show.

KAZU also added “ Snap Judgment” to 
it’s regularly scheduled programming line-
up. “ Snap Judgment “ is hosted  by Glynn 
Washington - one of the  few  Nationally 
syndicated radio  programs  hosted and 
produced  by an African  American. “ Snap 
Judgment” is aimed at attracting  a younger 
audience  through it’s unique  story telling  
approach and  came to public radio when it’s 
host Glyn Washington won  the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting and Public Radio 
Exchange Public Radio Talent Quest.

KAZU’s local news coverage seeks to 
represent  the culturally, socially and 
economically diverse voices of the Monterey 
Bay Area. In 2103, this included stories 

on community members who lack dental 
care some because of state budget cuts, 
others because they can’t afford routine 
care.   Coverage also gave voice to migrant 
farm workers in a story about how their 
constant moving impacts their children’s 
education.  KAZU also covered efforts to 
build a playground in Salinas that would be 
accessible to children of all abilities from 
those confined to wheelchairs to those with 
Autism. KAZU also  featured a story about 
“Project Dulce”: Helping Latino Immigrants 
Cope With Diabetes. Latino immigrants in the 
Pajaro Valley are among the growing number 
of Californians who have diabetes.  “Project 
Dulce is a  new program trying to reverse 
that trend and is attempting to improve 
and balance cultural traditions with health 
education. 

In 2014, KAZU will continue to seek new 
ways to represent the diverse voices of our 
community both through its local news 
coverage, and when opportunities for special 
programming allows.



Please assess the impact that your CPB funding had on your ability to serve your community. 
What were you able to do with your grant that you wouldn’t be able to do if you didn’t 

receive it?

The Corporation for Public Broadcasting  
funding in the form of the “Community 
Service Grant” that KAZU receives ensures 
our station’s ability to continue to serve  it’s 
community  and  cover and broadcast news 
stories of importance to listeners in the 
Monterey Bay Area.

KAZU  was able to continue its tradition of 
caring a live  broadcast of  the  Leon  Panetta 
Lecture series from the Steinbeck Forum 
Theater  in Downtown Monterey.   
This past year:
“Leon E. Panetta returned as moderator 
last year for the Panetta Institute’s highly 
acclaimed lecture series, bringing national 
leaders, policy experts and journalists to the 
Monterey Peninsula. The year’s theme was 
2013 — Gridlock or Action? “
Featured guests included Tom Ridge, former 
head of the Department of Homeland 
Security;  Ehud Barak, former Israeli prime 
minister and minister of defense; Richard 
Lugar, former United States senator for 
Indiana and former chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations; and 
Joe Lieberman, former United States 
senator for Connecticut.

KAZU’s live broadcast of the Panetta Lecture 
series made it possible to hear these world 
leaders that have come to Monterey to  debate 
and discuss the pressing issues of our time. 
The Steinbeck Forum has limited seating and  
by KAZU broadcasting the lecture series  all 
members of the community  have access to 
hear  this  community event free of charge.

KAZU also broadcast the California  State 
University  Monterey Bay President’s 
Lecture series.

KAZU also provides extensive public service 
announcements to local nonprofits such as 
the and. Carmel Public Library Foundation 
Pacific Grove public Library Cal Sate 
Monterey Bay and many more 
community organizations.
Without the aid of the CPB grant KAZU 
Radio  would  be at a disadvantage  and not 
be as effective a community resource  and be  
able to broadcast  the locally focused news 
features,  national and international news and 
information  programming  it receives from 
world class program suppliers such as 
NPR, American Public Media and 
 Public Radio International.


