
	  

	  

	  

	  

KASU	  Station	  Activity	  	  	  Summary	  for	  2015.	  	  Submitted	  to	  CPB	  on	  2/13/16.	  

1.	  Describe	  your	  overall	  goals	  and	  approach	  to	  address	  identified	  community	  needs, 
and interests through your station’s vital local services, such as multiplatform long and 
short-form content, digital and in-person engagement, education services, community 
information, partnership support, and other activities, and audiences you reached or new 
audiences you engaged. 

2015 was a year of transition in the news department of KASU.  Greg Chance, news 
director since 1985, died of an apparent heart attack before his car crashed into a tree the 
night of April 15. After conducting a search, our award-winning Morning Edition local 
host/producer, Johnathan Reaves, surfaced as the best candidate for news director and 
was promoted to Greg’s former position. Johnathan attended the Public Radio News 
Director Incorporated annual training, the first staff member from KASU to attend in 
decades if ever. 

We are a small station and our news shifts utilize only one person who does it all – 
writing, reporting, producing and announcing. After promoting Johnathan, we found it 
difficult to replace him with a morning news person willing to arrive at the station at 4 
a.m.  Johnathan continued as morning producer/anchor for several months while he also 
served as acting news director. Brandon Tabor was hired after FY ’16 began. We believe 
he will do a stellar job in the year ahead as both a producer/host and reporter. 

While continuing to serve our broadcast audience with local and regional spot news in 
2015, we worked to gradually increase enterprise reporting. The biggest changes we saw 
in 2015 involved the expansion of local   news posts on our website, including voice 
reports, one-to-two minute   packages, and full-length interviews of 10 to 20 minutes. We 
aired shorter features during NPR breaks with the tag, “you can hear the full interview on 
our website kasu.org.”  We continued periodic interviews with U.S. Congress members 
from Arkansas. These   broadcasts are promoted by the Congressional staffs in   
Washington and   attract stream listeners from outside our terrestrial reach. The full 
interviews are posted on our website and attract listening on demand.  



The increased number of local stories on our website result in more visitors reading these 
stories which deal with Jonesboro and Craighead County government issues, Arkansas 
State University developments, and community events. Johnathan and Brandon  have 
expanded our use of pictures and occasional videos on the Facebook page (KASU Public   
Radio) and tweets on Twitter (KASU Public Radio). 

2. Describe key initiatives and the variety of partners with whom you collaborated, 
including other public media outlets, community nonprofits, government agencies, 
educational institutions, the business community, teachers and parents, etc. This will 
illustrate the many ways you’re connected across the community and engaged with other 
important organizations in the area. 
 
 
KASU’s partnership with our state’s other public radio stations crystallized into a 
Regional Journalism Collaboration with approval from the Corporation of Public 
Broadcasting.  The organization of Natural State News, spearheaded by KUAR in Little 
Rock,  continues with the advertising for key administrative positions, to be followed by 
hiring of reporters. We are remodeling an office at KASU  for the  upcoming addition of 
a third person to  our news department who will specialize in multi-platform coverage of 
identified key issues. 

KASU continued   formal partnerships with three arts organizations and served the public 
with concert presentations at the ASU Fowler Center, The ArtsAT311 in downtown 
Jonesboro, and the Collins Theater in Paragould. These concerts feature bluegrass, 
Americana, jazz, and blues performed by   artists with ties to this area. Our noon-hour 
music program/arts magazine, “Arkansas Roots,” complements and supports these efforts 
with local interviews and airplay of indigenous music of the Delta, the Ozarks, and the 
region.  

We partnered with video production classes in the ASU Department of Media to produce 
some concert recordings that aired on ASU-TV’s access channel 18 on Suddenlink Cable. 
This was great exposure for KASU. We recorded   audio testimonials from our listeners 
who attended these events. During pledge drives, we aired some of these testimonials to 
help build support for the station.  

For the seventh consecutive year, KASU partnered with the Delta Symposium at 
Arkansas State University to help fund and promote the presentation of keynote speakers, 
film exhibitions, and roots music concerts highlighting scholarship and entertainment 
surrounding the traditions of the Mississippi River Delta region in which we are located.  
The  Delta Flix Film Fest made its debut appearance at this year’s symposium.  KASU 
sponsored the showing of   A Face in the Crowd (1957) which was filmed largely in our 
area; the independent narrative film 45 RPM (2014); and Beth Harrington’s documentary, 
The Winding Stream (2014) about the Carter Family and Johnny Cash. We conducted 
interviews about these and other presentations of the Symposium. 

Roots Music Fest on the final day of the Symposium is a Saturday-in-the-Park outdoor 
event that KASU sponsors in conjunction with the ASU Department of English. The 
April 2015 concert headliner was the legendary rock group Black Oak Arkansas, whose 



two original members still playing in the current lineup were born and raised here in 
Craighead County, Arkansas.  Other noted artists from the area performed at Roots Fest. 

We have begun informal collaborations with CASA – Court Appointed Special 
Advocates for children. This non-profit organization   attempts to meet the needs of these 
children and youth who have suffered abuse or neglect. The CASA director thinks our 
news reports and interviews are important and we hope to gather more formal 
documentation   of this in the year ahead.  We are planning   a Public Service 
Announcement schedule for CASA.   

 

3. What impact did your key initiatives and partnerships have in your community? 
Describe any known measurable impact, such as increased awareness, learning or 
understanding about particular issues. Describe indicators of success, such as 
connecting people to needed resources or strengthening conversational ties across 
diverse neighborhoods. Did a partner see an increase in requests for related resources? 
Please include direct feedback from a partner(s) or from a person(s) served. 
 
 

The chairperson of The Delta Symposium Committee at Arkansas State University, Dr. 
Greg Hansen, a professor of folklore and English,  said: “We could not do the annual 
Symposium without KASU.” Our financial contributions started at $1000 in 2009 and 
have grown to approximately $4000. These funds come from our Foundation account. I 
believe they are a worthy investment in presenting and preserving the culture of our area. 
This support also builds bridges of friendship here on the campus. The more visible 
(audible) support comes from our multi-platform coverage of the Symposium events. 

The chairman of the ArtsAT311, a non-profit arts venue in downtown Jonesboro is Dr. 
Carl Abraham, a physican and musician, who said he greatly values our collaboration for 
concerts. He provides the venue and the technical support for KASU Coffee House 
concerts at the ArtsAT31l.   KASU books and pays the artists who perform there and we 
promote the concert. We have had capacity crowds in the small intimate hall for Mary 
Gauthier, Grace Askew, Tyrannousaurus Chicken, Motel Mirrors, Wil Maring and others. 
When we asked him at the end of last season if he was willing to do it again in 2016 he 
said: “Are you kidding? We’ve got to do this!”   We have local underwriters for the 
concerts and charge $10 admission, which we split with The ArtsAT311.  

The Collins Theater in Paragould, Arkansas was built in 1925 as a movie theater where 
Will Rogers, Mae West and others performed live on the stage.  The community has done 
a remarkable job of preserving and maintaining it.  Joe Wessell is a retired banker who 
heads the non-profit board that operates the Collins. The theater is a busy place with 
community theater productions, country and pop music concerts, and other events 
including KASU Bluegrass Monday. 

 Every month, KASU books nationally known,  award-winning bluegrass bands that 
perform there. Monroe Crossing, the Tennessee Mafia Jug Band, David Davis and the 



Warrior River Boys, Breaking Grass and many more have traveled to Paragould from 
out-of-state to perform there.   The admission is free;  we suggest a 5 dollar contribution 
when KASU literally passes the hat for donations with all proceeds going directly to the 
band.  Underwriting support helps us pay for rental and technical assistance.   Joe 
Wessell and the small paid staff at the Collins tell us: “This is great. It’s one of the best 
things we have going here.”  Typical attendance ranges from 400 to 500 people every 
month.  The Collins makes money from the sale of popcorn and drinks. They like this 
collaborative arrangement very well, and so does KASU.  

 Although Bluegrass Monday is our best attended concert, all of these community events 
that we produce and promote   help KASU to gain a reputation for supporting local arts.  

Our one-hour noon program on-air, Arkansas Roots   has endeared the station to local and 
regional musicians whose recordings we play on the broadcast. Most of these part-time 
performers work at other jobs full time jobs and they thank KASU for supporting local 
music. No other station in our area does anything like this. 

4. Please	  describe	  any	  efforts	  (e.g.	  programming,	  production,	  engagement	  
activities)	  you	  have	  made	  to	  investigate	  and/or	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  minority	  and	  other	  
diverse	  audiences	  (including,	  but	  not	  limited	  to,	  new	  immigrants,	  people	  for	  whom	  
English	  is	  a	  second	  language	  and	  illiterate	  adults)	  during	  Fiscal	  Year	  2015,	  and	  any	  
plans	  you	  have	  made	  to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  these	  audiences	  during	  Fiscal	  Year	  2016.	  If	  
you	  regularly	  broadcast	  in	  a	  language	  other	  than	  English,	  please	  note	  the	  language	  
broadcast.	  

Some highlights of KASU special multi-platform coverage in the past year: 

--the 60-year anniversary of the integration of the white and African-American schools in 
Hoxie, Arkansas, 25 miles from Jonesboro.  This 1955 event was the first litigated 
integration in America after the Brown vs. Board of Education   decision, occurring   two 
years before the integration of Little Rock Central High School. We covered this event at 
Hoxie school   with interviews, pictures Facebook posts, tweets, and web stories. Hoxie is 
the hometown of the KASU station manager. 

- The 50-year anniversary of Randolph County school integration in Pocahontas, 
Arkansas, 45 miles from Jonesboro.  We produced a pre-event module with interviews of 
the event’s organizer; Caucasian and African-American students who had experienced 
the transition;  and school board members from that era. 

- a two-hour special Thanksgiving week  broadcast/stream   featuring the memories of  
former cotton laborers from the days of manual cotton harvesting in Arkansas. The 
station manager, himself a former cotton picker, moderated a panel who gathered in a 
cotton museum in Manila, Arkansas, 40 miles from Jonesboro, for the recordings. Some 
of the former laborers now live outside our coverage area but were able to hear the 
resulting broadcast on our stream. Response to this broadcast included a request from one 
of the area’s public schools for a copy of the broadcast to use in Arkansas history classes.	  	  



Some	  of	  our	  more	  well-‐received	  and	  talked	  about	  programming	  occurs	  on	  
weekends,	  including	  locally	  hosted	  music	  shows	  produced	  by	  	  	  staff	  and	  volunteer	  
personnel	  of	  ethnicity.	  These	  programs	  –	  “Rhythm	  and	  Grooves,”	  “We	  Wanna	  
Boogie”,	  and	  “Tradition,”	  	  are	  	  	  popular	  with	  broad	  audiences	  but	  feature	  roots	  music	  
involving	  soul,	  	  rhythm	  and	  blues,	  and	  gospel	  	  including	  obscure	  and	  vintage	  
recordings	  of	  great	  interest.	  

KASU	  is	  heavily	  involved	  in	  coverage	  of	  Martin	  Luther	  King	  Day	  events	  in	  Jonesboro	  
and	  Black	  History	  month	  events	  on	  the	  campus	  of	  Arkansas	  State	  University.	  	  

	   We	  have	  not	  been	  successful	  launching,	  but	  will	  continue	  to	  pursue,	  local	  
programming	  tailored	  largely	  to	  the	  culture	  and	  interests	  of	  Hispanic	  residents.	  	  	  

	  

5. Please assess the impact that your CPB funding had on your ability to serve your 
community. What were you able to do with your grant that you wouldn't be able to do if 
you didn't receive it? 
 

After the death of   news director Greg Chance, KASU operated for most of 2015 with a 
reduced staff of five on-air personnel with the support of seven volunteers who produced   
an estimated 838 hours of music programs, 45 hours of news and public affairs, and 38 
hours of arts and culture features. Local programming is labor intensive.  We could not 
fill an entire schedule of high quality programming seven days a week, 24 hours a day, 
without financial support from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 

The Community Service Grant allows KASU to provide well-known national public 
radio programs of news, discussion and music. Audience research shows that some of our 
most popular   programs continue to be Car Talk (even after the death of Ray), Wait, 
Wait, Don’t Tell Me, Morning Edition, Weekend Edition, and Diane Rehm.  We have 
listeners in the Memphis area who pick us up because Diane Rehm is not available from a 
Memphis station. These and other national programs are possible for KASU to provide 
because of the CSG.  (We are concerned about the upcoming retirement of Diane Rehm, 
as I’m sure are many other station staffs.)  

The quality of our music offerings would go down because it is practically impossible   to 
find competent local hosts for classical and jazz music in this area.  Performance Today 
and Concert Hall have listeners throughout the area and are a great service to listeners in 
northeast Arkansas, southeast Missouri and northwestern Tennessee.  

We continue to fund one staff position from the Community Service Grant:  Doreen 
Selden’s position is paid for with CPB funds and continues to be a well-justified addition 
to our staff. Through her efforts, along with those of development director Mark Smith, 
KASU had the best year of   revenue raising in our history. In addition to recruiting new 
underwriters, Doreen provides the important service of maintaining relations with 
existing contributors by personal visits, phone calls, and general public relations. She has 
worked the phones during our busy membership drives, attended business related 



functions in the community, and helped with special projects such as member/underwriter 
appreciation events. The Community Service Grant makes her job – and our financial 
growth  -- possible. 

 


