
►State:
      Idaho

►Threat:
      Mining

►At Risk: 
      Clean water; Endangered 
      species; recreation; 
      wilderness

Summary

The South Fork of the Salmon is 
a major tributary to the beloved 
Wild and Scenic Salmon River— 
the second longest free-flowing 
river in the lower 48 states. The 
South Fork provides habitat 
for threatened and endangered 
fish and some of the state’s 
best expert-level whitewater. 
A Canadian mining company’s 
proposal for multiple open pit 
gold and antimony mines in the 
river’s headwaters threatens to 
pollute this Idaho treasure and 
all of the downstream commu-
nities that rely on it for jobs, 
economic livelihood and cul-
tural heritage. The U.S. Forest 
Service must protect the South 
Fork of the Salmon, the Wild 
and Scenic Salmon River, and 
endangered fish by denying this 
mining proposal.

#5 South Fork of 
the Salmon River 

The River

The South Fork of the Salmon River’s headwaters are high in the Salmon River 
Mountains east of Cascade, Idaho, at almost 8,000 feet. The river travels for 
approximately 86 miles north to where it meets the Salmon River at Mackay 
Bar. The Shoshone, Nez Perce, Bannock and Paiute tribes have used the river 
for fishing and hunting for generations. 
 
The South Fork of the Salmon River is designated as critical habitat for 
endangered chinook salmon and steelhead and threatened bull trout. It is 
also home to westslope cutthroat trout, another sensitive species. The South 
Fork Salmon watershed is one of the linchpins in the ongoing work to restore 
endangered salmon and steelhead to Idaho. The river has been found eligible 
and suitable by the U.S. Forest Service for federal Wild and Scenic protection.

Extensive logging and road building, as well as heavy metal contamination 
from mining have taken their toll on river health over the years, but the South 
Fork Salmon is on the mend, and still boasts clear, free-flowing waters. The 
river is a magnet for expert whitewater paddlers from around the world. 
Multiple hot springs offer opportunities for multi-season camping and 
gathering. The river feeds the Wild and Scenic Salmon River and supports a 
thriving recreation economy, attracting tens of thousands of people annually 
to the area for boating, fishing, hiking and other activities in the towns of 
Riggins and McCall.

The Threat

The demand for Idaho’s precious gems and heavy metals continues to 
threaten the state’s public lands and rivers. Pollution and scars from past 
mining remain across the landscape of Idaho’s public lands and rivers. At the 
headwaters of the South Fork Salmon River is an old open-pit mine site called 
Stibnite. For several decades, the mine sat dormant while state and federal 
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idahorivers.org/stibnite
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