2016 Annual Report

Dear Radio Friend,
As a listener, each day I hear stories and songs on Boise State Public Radio that engage, challenge, and
inspire me. As a contributor and colleague, I feel a sense of personal responsibility for the programming
and services we provide to the community.
In this report, we’ll share many of the highlights of Boise State Public Radio’s service in 2016 that have
resulted from your investment.

We serve 100,000 weekly listeners with our news, classical, and variety programming. Our network of
15 stations reaches more than one million residents of Idaho. Our radio signals are heard in urban
office buildings, in rural homes, and along the highways and byways of our beautiful state.
As media choices proliferate in an increasingly fractured news landscape, people have come to rely upon public media. It is against this backdrop
that Boise State Public Radio has a renewed role to serve as a trusted guide—nurturing and sharing the most authentic and remarkable voices of
our community and our world. Along with our partners at NPR, the BBC, and elsewhere, we take seriously our role in strengthening democracy by
providing open access to knowledge and information - and by presenting it with civility and integrity.
Beyond the pressing issues of the news day, we think it’s important to sit back and enjoy the musical explorations of our local DJs and the artistic
devotion of our cultural partners.

The report you read today is our long-term commitment to provide deeper insight into the operation and aspirations of the public radio service you
so generously support.
We are grateful for the investments that have been made in the name of public service. I am personally moved by the gifts of listeners, local
businesses, Boise State University, regional foundations, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and all our partners – especially you.

Sincerely,
Tom Michael,
Executive Director & General Manager, Boise State Public Radio

Mission Statement
Purpose Statement:
Be at the civic, cultural and intellectual forefront of our community to create an informed, engaged public.
Mission Statement:
Produce, acquire and distribute distinctive programs and services that stimulate, educate, inform, and entertain those we serve using all
appropriate media.
Reach out to the community through strategic partnerships.
Enable listeners to learn about issues and ideas that affect our communities, our nation, and our world.

Our Vision:
We will build a stronger community-centered broadcasting organization by focusing the station’s new and existing resources where our listener
and membership base is the strongest. Our goal is to build a more effective service emphasizing national and local programming that deepens
the relationship between us and our listeners.
Our Values:
Integrity: We demonstrate honesty, trust, and credibility.
Tolerance: We embrace our differences in ideas and processes; we respect each other’s opinions.
Professionalism: We care enough about our jobs to train and aspire to the highest standards of our professions.
Transparency: We strive to be proactive and open in all of our communication processes.
Respect of our co-workers: We aspire to develop a climate of mutual respect in our working environment.
Respect for our audience: We aspire to meet the life-long learning needs of our audience, treating them as valuable partners in our production
process.

Coverage Map
News
Boise: KBSX 91.5 FM
Sun Valley: KBSS 91.1 FM
McCall: KBSQ 90.7 FM
Jackpot: KBSJ 91.3
Burley: KBSY 88.5
New Meadows: 93.5 FM
Stanley & Bonanza: 106.3 FM
Lower Stanley: 91.1 FM

News & Classical
Twin Falls: KBSW 91.7 FM
Ketchum: 93.5 FM
Hailey: 90.5 FM
Bellevue: 100.3 FM
Salmon: 91.9 FM
Challis: 89.7 FM
Cascade: 90.9 FM

Classical
Boise: KBSU 90.3 FM
McCall: KBSM 91.7 FM
Jazz
McCall: KBSK 89.9 FM

BSPR’s coverage area reaches from the eastern edge of Oregon through Idaho’s Treasure Valley, East to Twin Falls and the Wood River
Valley, and north to McCall and Salmon. Our network of 18 transmitters/translators has grown from a small 10-watt radio station 30
years ago, to a network today serving over two thirds of Idaho’s roughly 1.6 million citizens. Around 20% of that 1.6 million, or 300,000
of those individuals are in rural areas.

Key Figures

Event Highlights
NPR and the Arts
BSPR and the Idaho Commission on the
Arts hosted NPR Arts Desk Reporter, Neda Ulaby in
March of 2016. She gave a “behind-the-scenes
look” at what it is like to work in public radio and
report on the arts, entertainment and cultural
trends. Scouring the various and often overlapping
worlds of art, music, television, film, new media and
literature, Ulaby
expressed her thoughts
on how radio and online
stories reflect political
and economic realities,
cultural issues,
obsessions and
transitions, as well as
artistic adventurousness.

Public Radio and You
In the summer, Board and
station member, Maria
Trebby hosted our inaugural
listening party at The
Bishops’ House in Boise.
Thirty members of the
station came together to hear NPR audio segments
Maria selected from the day after 9/11. She spoke
and shared how these segments embodied what
public radio means to her. All participants were
asked to comment and share about what public
radio means to them. A Q & A session followed with
station staff members answering questions. The
event was well received and we are looking forward
to more listening parties in the future.

Enterprising News
Watering Idaho
In September of 2016, BSPR created the 6-part
series Watering Idaho that covered some of the
unanswered questions about Idaho’s water
supply. It informed Idahoans about the history of
the Snake River Plain Aquifer, for example what
it is, who uses it, and when it will run out. The
series then went on to explain where most of
Idaho’s water comes from and some of the
threats communities may be facing, including
health risks, increasing costs, tensions over
supply and scarcity. Watering Idaho was funded
by a member who is
concerned about
environmental awareness.
The series motivated a few
other members to commit
funding for future projects
that provide in-depth
environmental coverage.

How One Woman Rose to the Top of Wildland
Firefighting
Beth Lund shares her experience on fighting fires
and managing people. Dealing with the nation’s
most complex fires, she is one of two female
commanders in the country for Type 1 incidents.
As a Reporter Bids Farewell, He Asks: What’s it
like to be a stay at home dad?
Adam Cotterell joins the other 2 million stay at
home dads in the country, and talks to Meridian’s
Michael Matson to learn the ropes.
The Story of a Soda Fire Horse Gives Insight Into
Wild Mustang Program
The Soda Fire burned more than 400 square
miles which included the food source for three
wild horse herds. When the Bureau of Land
Management realized the horses were at risk,
they rescued 279 animals last August.

Collaborations
Treefort Music Festival
After being called Bob Boilen of NPR’s “favorite new artist
of 2016” Lucy Dacus gave a “Prefort” performance hosted
by BSPR at the Treefort Music Festival in March. Following
the performance BSPR’s Frankie Barnhill moderated a
discussion with panelists of Treefort Music Festival
regarding the history of the festival and advice for any of
Boise’s first-time goers. NPR Arts Desk Reporter,
Neda Ulaby joined Frankie for the weekend to attend some
of many music festival performances. Neda was also
featured in our social media coverage during the festival.

Speaking of Serial
BSPR’s Frankie Barnhill and Idaho Statesman’s Eric
Fenner partnered to create a podcast that examines the
compelling podcast Serial, from the creators of This
American Life. It made perfect sense to weigh in on
because the latest season covered a topic familiar to
Idahoans – Beau Bergdahl.
Beau Bergdahl, an army soldier who went
missing while serving abroad in Iraq, was
taken hostage and held for five years.
There is much controversy over what
many believe was a desertion on
Bergdahl’s part.
Each week after Serial aired, Barnhill and Fenner engaged
in a dynamic discussion, sometimes with guests, about
the content of that episode. This gave a uniquely Idahoan
perspective on a story that now has a global following.

Community & the Arts
City Club: “Things Happen When People
Start Talking”

Boise Philharmonic
As Idaho’s oldest and largest performing arts
organization, the Boise Philharmonic performs for
over 50,000 people annually in concerts at various
venues throughout the Treasure Valley. BSPR partners
with the Boise Philharmonic in efforts to musically
entertain and educate the community through the
highest quality of symphony.

BSPR sponsors the City Club of Boise, where members of
corporate, and non-profit businesses come together at
the lunchtime forum to explore a wide variety of topics
concerning the Treasure Valley. From health care to the
arts, this forum welcomes topic ideas from the
community that will, in any way, encourage growth and
unity throughout the valley. It has been known to cosponsor other events with groups such as the Idaho
Environmental Forum, as well as provide guest speakers.
The forum regularly attracts nearly 200 attendees
monthly. BSPR records each meeting and airs it the
following week, and it can be streamed via the website.

Grant Funding
After submitting a proposal to the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust in
November, 2016, we learned shortly after that we had been
awarded $240K! This grant funding will upgrade key technology and
equipment to BSPR’s transmission network and network operations
center.
The project will allow us to maintain ongoing reliability, more
efficiently address emergencies and ensure the network operations
center is reinforced by the latest in broadcast and transmission
technology.
The key components of the project include installation of three new
transmitters; upgrades to main and auxiliary transmission
technology that will enable content delivery; support technology to
mitigate power outages at the network operations center; and other
essential updates to technology and equipment in the network
operations center.

Receiving a grant from the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust is not only
extremely helpful to our mission, but it elevates our credibility in the
eyes of other large potential funders.

Community Advisory Board
The BSPR Community Advisory Board
meets every other month to advise the
station's management on demographic
changes and news stories happening in
BSPR's listening region. The CAB
provides input for BSPR's strategic plan
and serves as an advocate for the
organization. The CAB currently has 19
members who come from the Treasure
Valley, Magic Valley, Wood River Valley
and the Payette Lake region of Idaho.
Board members can serve for up to two
successive three year terms.

Recent Accolades
For the second consecutive year, BSPR won five Regional 2016 Edward R. Murrow Awards for the stories covered by the KBSX
Newsroom. The entries were judged alongside submissions from Alaska, Montana, Oregon and Washington. The winning entries
included:
Continuing Coverage:
Boise's Homeless Crisis At Cooper Court
Lead Reporter: Adam Cotterell & Boise State Public Radio news team
Feature:
Why A Remote Lodge In Idaho's Backcountry Is Being Resurrected
Reporter: Frankie Barnhill

Hard News:
How Idaho Cops Protect Kids From Internet Predators
Reporter: Samantha Wright

Boise's Homeless Crisis At Cooper Court

Use Of Sound:
An Idaho Man Teaches Bird Watching To Blind Students
Reporter: Samantha Wright

An Idaho Man Teaches Bird Watching
To Blind Students

Website:
Boise State Public Radio
Boise State Public Radio news team
Why A Remote Lodge In Idaho's
Backcountry Is Being Resurrected

